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members and a group of dignitaries and officials
toured the center and had a look at the clinics and
equipment. The tour was followed by a press conference
during which Qinae gave a detailed presentation about
the services at the center, adding this opening is the first
stage of the company’s operational plan that includes
the opening of five centers in Kuwait’s governorates.
The other four centers are expected to open during the
last quarter of 2019. 

Sane said the company has completed medical,
administrative and logistic preparations to receive
patients and start commercial operations in a practical
preparatory stage to implement the main goal behind
establishing the company, which is to provide services
to expats very soon in cooperation with the health min-
istry. He said Dhaman’s strategy is to upgrade health-
care services and develop infrastructure in a way that
benefits the healthcare sector as a whole.

Baramakian said the pilot healthcare center has a ful-

ly automated system. “The newly opened clinic is a pri-
mary center. Primary centers will be opened in several
areas.  The center can take care of primary and second-
ary patients of all age groups. Secondary patients are
those who will be treated in hospitals for complex cases.
We will be setting up hospitals too for expats, but any
case that we cannot treat will be sent to ministry hospi-
tals for proper treatment. Gradually it’s a withdrawal
from government-run clinics to Dhaman healthcare
services to Dhaman hospitals,” she explained.  

Dhaman will be a one-stop healthcare provider
with all services under one roof. “In setting up hospi-
tals or primary clinics, we consider the location -
crowded areas and neighborhoods and with public
transportation access. Everything will be there - labo-
ratories, pharmacies and more. We don’t want patients
to wait or come back the next day for laboratory
results - they wil l  be available in 30 minutes,”
Baramakian said. “We will soon open primary centers
in Farwaniya, Jahra and Ahmadi. More clinics will open
in 2020, and the hospitals by 2021.” 

Asked if the primary healthcare center in Hawally will
now accept insured expats, Baramakian replied in the
negative. “The healthcare card is not ready yet. When
the card is ready, we will start accepting expats patients.
For now, we will be charging the same as other private
clinics. Nonetheless, pilot tests will continue.”

Dhaman opens
first primary...
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A French official told AFP that the French nationals
being expelled were mostly women. Some had been in
Turkey for a long time, while others arrived recently, the
official added, without giving further details. These 11 will
be tried, the official said, adding that discussions were
under way to determine whether their arrival will be han-
dled by civil or military airport authorities.

A French foreign ministry source told AFP at the week-
end that a number of suspects had been quietly repatriat-
ed under a 2014 agreement with Turkey, and that the cur-
rent deportations were nothing new. 

“Jihadists and their families are regularly sent back to
France and arrested as they leave the airplane. Most of the
time it is done secretly. The news is not published, or
released much later,” the source said.

Meanwhile, a Dutch court ruled yesterday that the
Netherlands should repatriate the children of women who
joined IS, though the mothers themselves need not be
brought back. The ruling was a response to 23 Dutch
women being held in detention camps in Syria, calling for

their return along with their 56 children. 
A German foreign ministry official confirmed the legal

proceedings involving the 10 German nationals in Turkey,
saying they included three men, five women (at least two
who lived in Syria) and two children. Germany’s interior
ministry said “it did not wish to oppose the return of
German citizens” and that authorities were still verifying
the identities and the reasons for their repatriation.

Turkey has lately increased pressure on Europe to take
responsibility for the problem. “Turkey is not a hotel for
Daesh members,” Soylu said last week, using another
acronym for IS. The return of jihadists follows Turkey’s
offensive last month in northern Syria against Kurdish mil-
itants who were holding thousands of IS fighters and their
families. Turkey said it would take control of captured
jihadists in areas that it seized from Kurdish groups, but
demanded greater assistance from Europe.

It remains unclear, however, whether Turkey will be
able to repatriate those who have lost their citizenship.
Although the 1961 New York Convention made it illegal to
leave people stateless, several countries, including Britain
and France, have not ratified it, and recent cases have trig-
gered prolonged legal battles. Britain alone has stripped
more than 100 people of their citizenship for allegedly
joining jihadist groups abroad. Yesterday, state broadcast-
er TRT Haber said Turkey aimed to repatriate around
2,500 militants, most to EU countries. It said there were
813 militants at 12 deportation centers. — Agencies 
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decade-long construction, according to official fig-
ures. And tens of thousands died in the process,
experts say.

The first ships sailed down the 164-km canal on Nov
17, 1869, with hopes that fair winds would permit a
faster route to and from Asia, avoiding a lengthy and
perilous circumvention via the tip of southern Africa.
But the waterway’s history has followed the turbulent
ebbs and flows of the volatile Middle East region.

Its watershed moment came in July 1956. Egypt’s
iconic late president Gamal Abdel Nasser, a staunch
defender  of Arab unity, defied British and French inter-
ests and nationalized the Suez Canal Company which
ran the waterway. The decision, which saw Nasser’s
popularity rise at home, triggered an international cri-
sis. France and Britain - countries which both controlled
the company at that point - as well as Israel attacked
Egypt around three months later. The canal also served
as a frontline during Arab-Israel wars in 1967 and 1973. 

Today the vital sea route is managed by the Suez
Canal Authority and was expanded in 2015 to accom-
modate modern, larger vessels. It has grown into a
major economic asset, providing passage for 10 per-
cent of all international maritime trade. But the region’s
volatility is never far away. Running along the southern
rim of the Sinai, the canal is today heavily secured by
the Egyptian army which is battling a long-running
insurgency against Islamist militants in northern Sinai.

Dug in the 19th century using “rudimentary tools”,
today the waterway has become “a lifeline to Egypt,”
Osama Rabie, head of the authority told AFP. In 2015,
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi staged a grand
ceremony for the opening of a new 72-km lane parallel
to the canal after 12 months of excavations. The author-
ity has since boasted new cargo and transit records

saying the new lane has facilitated the crossing of larg-
er shipping convoys and decreased transit times. In
August “a record breaking number” of 81 ships carry-
ing a total of 6.1 million tons transited the canal in one
day, the authority said. 

“The tonnage has leapt,” according to Jean-Marie
Miossec, shipping specialist and professor at the
University Paul Valery-Montpellier. He believes the
growth is linked to an “increase in container traffic
between Asia and Europe as well as Europe and the
Indian subcontinent”. “By expanding the canal,
Egyptian authorities offer augmented potential, espe-
cially with regard to vessel sizes and transit time,” he
said. Revenues for the fiscal year 2018-2019 reached $
5.9 billion, up 5.4 percent from the previous year, the
authority said in August. And Egypt is planning for rev-
enues to rocket to $13.2 billion in 2023.

Sumptuous feasts and banquets even attended by
French Empress Eugenie, wife of Napoleon III, were held
during the initial inauguration in 1869. But in stark con-
trast, no celebrations are planned for the canal’s 150th
anniversary. Arnaud Ramiere de Fortanier, from the asso-
ciation in the memory of Ferdinand de Lesseps and the
Suez Canal, believes the anniversary is “bit tricky”. “The
issue of 1956 went wrong,” he said, maintaining that for
the company’s former shareholders the entire Suez crisis
was mishandled by all sides and was a “disaster”.  

Rather than highlighting the canal’s pre-1956 history,
Egyptian authorities are preferring to underscore the
canal’s current performance and its contributions to the
country’s battered economy. “Everyone writes history
their own way,” said French ambassador Stephane
Romatet, noting Egyptians only started benefiting from
the canal after the 1956 nationalization. 

In Egypt and France, stamps bearing images resem-
bling de Lesseps have been printed to mark the
anniversary. And a conference entitled “The Suez
Canal: A place of memories” is to be held in Egypt’s
famed Bibliotheca Alexandrina on Nov 13. Egypt has
also dedicated a museum, currently under construction,
to the canal in the city of Ismailia at the historic premis-
es of the Suez Canal Company. But no opening date has
yet been set. — AFP 

Egypt discreetly
marks Suez...

ABU DHABI: Sheikh Khaled bin Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan stands alongside Claude Chirac, late Jacques Chirac’s daughter, as a street sign in the name of her father is unveiled at the Louvre yesterday. — AFP 

ABU DHABI: The Louvre Abu Dhabi yesterday cele-
brated two years since it opened its doors, but the fate
of what was to be a prize exhibit remains unknown. The
world’s most expensive painting, Leonardo da Vinci’s
Salvator Mundi was meant to go on display at the
museum in Sept 2018. But in a surprise move, the
United Arab Emirates postponed the hanging. 

The famous work has not been seen in public since it
was sold for $450 million at a Christie’s auction in 2017,
sparking speculation over its authenticity and its buyer.
Asked whether or not the piece would go on display in
the coming year, museum head Manuel Rabate told

AFP it was “a question for the city”, referring to Emirati
authorities. The emirate’s Department of Culture and
Tourism declined to comment. 

The Salvator Mundi - in which Christ is depicted
emerging from darkness, blessing the world with one hand
while holding a transparent globe in the other - is the last
known Da Vinci in the hands of a private collector. The
museum had said in Dec 2017 that the culture department
had acquired the work, which dates to around 1500. 

The Wall Street Journal first reported that the paint-
ing was bought by Saudi prince Badr bin Abdullah, act-
ing in the name of the kingdom’s Crown Prince

Mohammed bin Salman. Riyadh never confirmed or
denied the report. Artprice, the leading art market infor-
mation service, said clerics from Cairo’s prestigious Al
Azhar university had told Prince Mohammed the paint-
ing could not be displayed on religious grounds. Jesus
(PBUH) is seen as a prophet within Islam, which pro-
hibits any physical depiction of God. But the picture
portrays him as a savior and thus a deity.

The Louvre Abu Dhabi opened with about 600
pieces including items from early Mesopotamia. Under
a 30-year agreement, France provides expertise, lends
works of art and organizes exhibitions in return for one

billion euros ($1.16 billion). The first works on loan from
the Louvre in Paris included another Da Vinci painting,
“La Belle Ferronniere”, one of his portraits of women.

Yesterday, the museum hosted a ceremony to
name a street after Jacques Chirac, honoring the late
French president for his role in French-Emirati rela-
tions. Chirac’s daughter, Claude, attended the nam-
ing ceremony for the road leading to the museum.
Rabate said the venue has welcomed around two
million visitors since it opened. “This shows that we
have found our place in Abu Dhabi and in Emirati
society,” he said. — AFP 
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“assume its responsibility” after Sunday’s riots. He
said the opposition leadership had a “responsibility to
pacify the country and guarantee the political stability
and peaceful coexistence of our people.”

Morales, who was Bolivia’s first indigenous presi-
dent, said his opposition rivals, Carlos Mesa and Luis
Fernando Camacho, “discriminators and conspirators,
will go down in history as racists and coup plotters”.
Camacho is a key opposition leader in Santa Cruz,
Bolivia’s biggest city and economic capital. Mesa, a for-
mer president, came a close second to Morales in the
disputed October 20 election.

Morales, whose Movement for Socialism party
retains a majority in the Congress that will elect his
temporary successor, said “the world and patriotic
Bolivians repudiate the coup”. Morales announced his
resignation in a televised address Sunday, capping a
day of fast-moving events in which many ministers and
senior officials quit, some seeking refuge in the
Mexican ambassador’s residence. The streets of La Paz
immediately exploded in celebration, with jubilant
Bolivians waving the country’s flag, but violence and
vandalism later erupted overnight there and in El Alto.

In the confusion, a group of 20 lawmakers and gov-
ernment officials took refuge at the Mexican ambas-
sador’s residence, and Mexico announced it was offering
asylum to Morales as well. Morales also wrote that “vio-
lent groups” had attacked his home. Police announced on
Sunday night that they had arrested Maria Eugenia
Choque, the head of the country’s electoral court, an
institution slammed by the opposition as biased.

Morales, a member of the Aymara indigenous com-
munity, is a former coca farmer who became Bolivia’s

first indigenous president in 2006. He defended his
legacy Sunday, which includes landmark gains against
hunger and poverty and tripling the country’s economy
during his nearly 14 years in office. He gained a contro-
versial fourth term when he was declared the winner of
the presidential election by a narrow margin.

But the opposition said there was fraud in the
vote count and three weeks of street protests
ensued, during which three people died and hun-
dreds were injured. The Organization of American
States carried out an audit of the election and on
Sunday reported irregularities in just about every
aspect that it examined: The technology used, the
chain of custody of ballots, the integrity of the
count, and statistical projections.

As chanting Bolivians kept up demonstrations in the
street, the 60-year-old Morales called new elections,
but this was not enough to calm the uproar. The com-
manders of the armed forces and the police joined the
calls for the president’s resignation. A raft of ministerial
resignations followed Morales’ announcement and
raised the question of who was in charge, given that
vice president Alvaro Garcia Linera also resigned.

Under the constitution, power then passes to the
president of the Senate and the speaker of the lower
house of Congress, in that order. But they have
resigned, too. An opposition senator, Jeanine Anez, said
on Sunday she would assume the interim presidency of
Bolivia. But Congress will first have to be convened for
a vote to take place. With the situation in Bolivia
unclear following the fast-moving events, regional
heavyweight Colombia called for an urgent meeting of
the OAS permanent council to look for solutions.

Latin American leftist allies rallied to denounce
what they called a coup against one of their own.
Venezuela’s President Nicolas Maduro said Morales
and Bolivia’s indigenous communities were “victims
of racism”. Hooded demonstrators overran
Venezuela’s embassy in La Paz on Sunday, the coun-
try’s ambassador, Crisbeylee Gonzalez, told state
news agency ABI. — AFP 
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