
SALT LAKE CITY: Bojan Bogdanovic drained the
game-winning 3-pointer as time expired Friday to lift
the Utah Jazz, who withstood a series of furious sec-
ond-half comebacks by the Milwaukee Bucks, to a 103-
100 victory in Salt Lake City. The Jazz have won two
straight. The Bucks, who trailed by as many as 22 in the
first half and entered the locker room down 20, had a
four-game winning streak snapped. Bogdanovic’s win-
ner gave him a game-high 33 points and capped a wild
final 90 seconds in which the Jazz squandered an eight-
point lead, the bulk of which was blown as Bucks
superstar Giannis Antetokounmpo sat on the bench
after fouling out. Antetokounmpo scored 28 of his
team-high 30 points after halftime for the Bucks. He
added 13 rebounds. Khris Middleton had 26 points and
11 rebounds while Eric Bledsoe finished with 22 points
in the loss.

NETS 119, TRAIL BLAZERS 115
Damian Lillard became the first NBA player this sea-

son to score 60 points, but it wasn’t enough as Joe
Harris ignited a late run that propelled visiting Brooklyn
to victory in Portland. Lillard drilled a running 34-foot-
er at the final horn, allowing him to surpass his previous
career high of 59 points set in April 2017 against the
Utah Jazz. Lillard finished 19-for-33 from the field, 7-
for-16 on 3-point tries and 15-for-15 from the free-
throw line. But the one-man show wasn’t enough to
overcome 10 combined 3-pointers from Spencer
Dinwiddie and Kyrie Irving. Dinwiddie led Brooklyn
with 34 points off the bench, and Irving added 33
points. Harris hit back-go-back 3-pointers to give the
Nets the lead for good in the game’s final five minutes.

TIMBERWOLVES 125, WARRIORS 119 (OT)
Andrew Wiggins capped a season-best 40-point

effort with a key 3-pointer with 23.5 seconds remaining
in overtime as Minnesota overcame a career-high 52-
point performance by D’Angelo Russell to edge Golden
State in Minneapolis. Wiggins’ point total was seven
shy of his career-best and the eighth time he’s topped
40. His previous high this season had been 30 in
Minnesota’s loss at Memphis on Wednesday. Russell’s
52 points topped the 44 he poured in for Brooklyn
against Sacramento last March. It was the NBA’s third
50-point game of the season, with James Harden hav-
ing gone for 59 at Washington and Kyrie Irving 50
against these same Timberwolves.

LAKERS 95, HEAT 80
Anthony Davis scored 26 points and grabbed eight

rebounds, and LeBron James added 12 of his 25 points
in the fourth quarter to lead host Los Angeles past

Miami for the Lakers’ seventh straight win. James, who
led Miami to NBA titles in 2012 & ‘13, had produced
triple-doubles in his previous three games, becoming
the first Lakers player to achieve that feat since Magic
Johnson in 1987. But James fell short of a triple on
Friday, dishing six assists and snatching four rebounds.
Miami was led by Jimmy Butler, who put up 22 points
after scoring 34 in his previous game. Heat backup
point guard Goran Dragic added 19 points off the
bench. Miami played on short rest, having won 124-108
on Thursday night in Phoenix. The Lakers had been off
since Tuesday.

NUGGETS 100, 76ERS 97
Nikola Jokic hit a 20-foot jumper with 2.2 seconds

left as host Denver rallied from 21 down to beat
Philadelphia for its third straight win. Jokic scored 16
of his game-high 26 points in the fourth quarter and
also had 10 rebounds in the game. Jamal Murray had
22 points and 11 assists, Will Barton scored 20 points
and Paul Millsap finished with 15 for Denver. Joel
Embiid had 19 points, 15 rebounds and eight turnovers
before fouling out, Tobias Harris scored 13 and
grabbed 10 boards, and Raul Neto had 13 points for
the Sixers, who played without injured guard Ben
Simmons. Philadelphia has lost three straight after
winning its first five. 

RAPTORS 122, PELICANS 104
Pascal Siakam scored 44 points and grabbed 10

rebounds as Toronto routed host New Orleans in a
rematch of opening night.  Siakam made 17 of 28 field
goals and matched his career high as the Raptors
began a five-game road trip. They’ll next play the
Lakers and the Clippers in Los Angeles before visiting
Portland and Dallas. OG Anunoby added 21 points and
Normal Powell scored 18 off the bench as the Raptors
had a much easier time than they had in beating the
visiting Pelicans 130-122 in overtime in the season
opener. Brandon Ingram scored 27 points and Jrue
Holiday added 16 for New Orleans, which has won just
one of eight games this season.

CAVALIERS 113, WIZARDS 100
Tristan Thompson led seven Cavaliers in double fig-

ures with 21 points and visiting Cleveland held off
Washington. Washington, which trailed by as many as
21 points, pulled within one point twice in the fourth
quarter. Kevin Love and Collin Sexton scored 16 points
each for the Cavaliers. Thompson and Love grabbed 12
rebounds apiece. Thomas Bryant led Washington with
23 points and Rui Hachimura added 21 points on 10-of-
13 shooting.

PACERS 112, PISTONS 106
Domantas Sabonis, T.J. McConnell and T.J. Warren

led a well-balanced attack with 17 points apiece as
host Indiana downed Detroit in Indianapolis. Sabonis
also supplied 14 rebounds and six assists, while
McConnell dished out nine assists for Indiana, which
gained some revenge for two losses to Detroit earlier
this season. Justin Holiday had 16 points, Doug
McDermott tossed in 14 and Malcolm Brogdon added
11 for the Pacers. Luke Kennard poured in 29 points
for the Pistons. Langston Galloway contributed 19
points off the bench, while Andre Drummond had 15
points, 13 rebounds and eight assists despite foul
trouble. Markieff Morris added 13 points and Tony
Snell chipped in 11.

MAGIC 118, GRIZZLIES 86
Nikola Vucevic recorded 23 points and 16 rebounds,

and a dominant fourth quarter powered Orlando past
visiting Memphis. The Grizzlies outshot the Magic from
behind the 3-point arc, 11 of 29 to 7 of 28. Orlando
came into Friday’s matchup the worst outside-shooting
team in the NBA. Jonathan Isaac scored 22 points and
grabbed eight rebounds for Orlando. Evan Fournier
registered 19 points, seven rebounds and six assists.
Gordon added 17 points, including two momentum-
swinging dunks in the second half.

KINGS 121, HAWKS 109
Buddy Hield scored 22 points and Bogdan

Bogdanovic drained five 3-pointers as visiting
Sacramento recorded a victory over Atlanta.
Bogdanovic finished with 20 points, and De’Aaron Fox
added 17 points and nine assists for the Kings, who
have won three of their past four games following an 0-
5 start to the season. Hawks guard Trae Young scored
16 of his 30 points in the third quarter and added 12
assists, but Atlanta ran out of gas after shaving a 21-
point deficit down to one early in the fourth quarter.

KNICKS 106, MAVERICKS 102
Marcus Morris matched a season high with 29 points

as visiting New York overcame a triple-double by Luka
Doncic and ended a four-game losing streak by holding
on for a victory over Dallas. The Knicks bounced back
nicely from consecutive blowout losses to Sacramento
and Detroit that dropped their record to a league-worst
1-7 by overcoming Doncic’s fourth triple-double of the
season and winning their first meeting against their for-
mer center, Kristaps Porzingis. Doncic set a career high
with 38 points while collecting 14 rebounds and 10
assists, but he also committed eight turnovers — one
shy of his career high. Porzingis added 28 points and
nine rebounds before fouling out in his first meeting
since the trade from New York on Jan. 31. — Reuters

S p o r t s Sunday, November 10, 2019

26 Established 1961 

Bogdanovic’s buzzer-beater 
lifts Jazz over Bucks

SALT LAKE CITY:  Eric Bledsoe #6 of the Milwaukee Bucks handles the ball against the Utah Jazz at Vivint
Smart Home Arena in Salt Lake City, Utah. — AFP

Wiggins’ 40 points carries Wolves past Warriors in OT

Liverpool host City 
with chance to open 
up nine-point lead
LIVERPOOL: Liverpool host Manchester City at
Anfield today with the chance to open up a nine-
point lead over the defending champions in the
Premier League title race and take a huge step
towards a first league crown for 30 years.

Clashes between the two sides have become
classics in recent seasons with Liverpool thrashing
City in a Champions League quarter-final 5-1 on
aggregate in 2017/18 before City gained revenge
with a 2-1 victory that saw them retain the Premier
League title last season.

Here, AFP Sport looks at three key battles that
are likely to decide the latest meeting between the
champions of Europe and champions of England:

Which of these England teammates gets the
upper hand will have a huge bearing on the out-
come. Alexander-Arnold’s superb delivery and ball
striking has made him one of Liverpool’s most dead-
ly weapons, even from right-back. However, the one
weakness in his game can be the space he leaves to
be exploited in behind and there are few players
better equipped to take advantage of that than a
former Liverpool favourite in Sterling.

Sterling has never scored at Anfield since making
a £50 million move to Manchester in 2015, but is
City’s top scorer in all competitions and has 18 goals
in 20 games for club and country this season.

Fabinho’s importance to Liverpool’s stunning
form in 2019 was underlined by Jurgen Klopp’s
decision to rest the Brazilian for last weekend’s last-
gasp win at Aston Villa to ensure he did not pick up
a booking that would have seen him suspended for
City’s visit.

Klopp nicknamed Fabinho the “Dyson” after his
recent display against Tottenham for his ability to
hoover up possession in midfield. “The job of the
No. 6 in modern football is incredibly important and
the more offensive players there are around you, the
more important it gets. But he’s not only a gap-clos-
er, a challenger or whatever, he is a very good foot-
baller as well,” added Klopp. De Bruyne missed
both meetings between the sides in an injury-
plagued campaign last season and his return was
expected to have a major impact on the title race.

The Belgian shone in the early weeks of the
season and his absence from the starting line-up
has coincided with City’s two Premier League
defeats of the campaign so far to hand Liverpool
the initiative. Mane was the focus of Pep
Guardiola’s ire after scoring another late Liverpool
winner at Villa Park last weekend to maintain the
Reds’ six-point lead. — AFP

Leave Pant alone, 
implores Rohit
MUMBAI: Critics of India’s Rishabh Pant must leave
the young wicketkeeper batsman alone and let him play
with freedom, stand-in captain Rohit Sharma said yes-
terday. The 22-year-old has received lots of flak lately
from India’s coaching staff, pundits and the media after
losing his wicket through loose shots and his position in
the India test side has been taken by fit-again
Wriddhiman Saha.

Former Australia batsman Dean Jones told Reuters
this week that Pant needs to improve his off-side game
if he wants to graduate from being a one-trick pony.
“There is a lot of talk happening about Rishabh Pant
every day, every minute,” Rohit, who is leading the
hosts in place of rested regular captain Virat Kohli,
told reporters ahead of today’s deciding final
Twenty20 international against Bangladesh at Nagpur.

“I just feel that he needs to be allowed to do what he
wants to do on the field. I would request everyone to
just keep their eyes away from Rishabh Pant for a
while.” Pant was perceived as Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s

natural successor in limited overs cricket for India when
the former captain eventually hangs up his gloves and
till recently was the preferred choice behind the stumps
in all three formats.

He played 11 tests in the absence of the injured Saha

and used his chances well, hitting a century in an Oval
test against England last year while smashing an
unbeaten 159 versus Australia in Sydney in January.

His six-hitting ability makes him a limited-overs
asset, but India head coach Ravi Shastri and batting
coach Vikram Rathour said in recent interviews that the
left-hander’s shot selection has occasionally let the team
down. Pant played within himself and seemed to curb his
natural instincts in his 26-ball knock of 27 during India’s
loss to Bangladesh in the first T20 in Delhi while he did
not get a chance to bat during the series-levelling win at
Rajkot. He, however, handed a reprieve to Bangladesh
opener Liton Das, who was stumped off Yuzvendra
Chahal but replays confirmed Pant did not collect the
ball behind the stumps, with part of his gloves jutting
ahead of the line.

Pant nearly repeated the mistake when effecting a
similar dismissal to send back Soumya Sarkar for 30 off
Chahal. “He is a young guy ... trying to make his mark in
international cricket. Every move he makes on the field,
people start talking about him. It is not fair,” Rohit said.

“Focus on him a lot more when he is doing good
things also, not just the bad things. He is a fearless crick-
eter and we want him to have that freedom. And if you
guys keep your eyes little bit off him, it will allow him to
perform even better.”— Reuters

NAGPUR: Indian cricketer Rishabh Pant attends a training
session at the Vidarbha Cricket Association Stadium in
Nagpur, ahead of the third Twenty20 cricket match
between India and Bangladesh. — AFP

Oilers shut 
out Devils
EDMONTON: Alex Chiasson collected
a goal and an assist while Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins and Joel Persson both regis-
tered two assists as the host Edmonton
Oilers handily beat the New Jersey
Devils 4-0 on Friday. The two assists
were the first points of Persson’s nine-
game NHL career. The Pacific Division-
leading Oilers scored three goals in the
second period and received a 29-save
performance from goalie Mikko
Koskinen to snap a two-game losing
skid. Koskinen recorded his first shutout
of the season and the fifth of his NHL
career.

Edmonton has struggled to receive
secondary scoring, and it finally received
some against a Devils team that had high
hopes before arriving in Alberta. New
Jersey also lost 5-2 at Calgary on
Thursday.  After a goalless first period,
Edmonton’s Leon Draisaitl opened the
scoring 1:55 into the second frame.
Sprung on a breakaway by Nugent-
Hopkins, Draisaitl nettled his team-high
14th goal with a backhanded shot.
Rookie forward Gaetan Haas doubled the
Edmonton lead with his second goal of

the season at 15:45 of the period. Haas
sent a long shot that ricocheted off the
skate of Devils defender Will Butcher
and into the net.

Sixty-six seconds later, James Neal
made it a 3-0 game by netting his 12th of
the season. Neal was parked at the side
of the net and pounced on a loose puck
for the rebound tally. Chiasson’s first
goal of the season, a power-play marker
at 6:02 of the third period, rounded out
the scoring. Chiasson was at the
doorstep while his team was buzzing
around the offensive zone, and he
deflected a Nugent-Hopkins shot. Goalie
Cory Schneider made 28 saves for New
Jersey, which concludes a five-game
road trip Sunday afternoon in
Vancouver.  The loss was doubly costly
for the Devils. Defenseman Sami Vatanen
left the game after a collision in the first
period and didn’t return.

LIGHTNING 3, SABRES 2
Nikita Kucherov, Alex Killorn and

Yanni Gourde scored goals to help
Tampa Bay beat Buffalo in the first of
two meetings this weekend at the NHL
Global Series in Stockholm. Andrei
Vasilevskiy made 20 saves for the
Lightning, who won in regulation for
just the second time since Oct. 15. Sam
Reinhart scored twice, and Linus
Ullmark made 31 saves for Buffalo,
which has lost four in a row and is 1-4-

1 since an 8-1-1 start.

RED WINGS 4, BRUINS 2
Robby Fabbri scored twice on the

power play in his Red Wings debut as
Detroit stunned visiting Boston. Dylan
Larkin and Anthony Mantha also scored,
and Tyler Bertuzzi had two assists as the
Red Wings snapped a four-game losing
streak. Detroit entered the contest mired
in a 1-11-1 funk.

David Krejci and Torey Krug tallied
for the Bruins, who lost a second
straight in regulation for the first time
this season. Jonathan Bernier stopped
26 shots for the Red Wings. Tuukka
Rask made 28 saves for the Bruins.

JETS 4, CANUCKS 1
Kyle Connor had a goal and an assist

as the Winnipeg Jets defeated the visit-
ing Vancouver Canucks 4-1 Friday night.
Jack Roslovic, Mark Scheifele and Adam
Lowry also scored and goaltender
Connor Hellebuyck made 32 saves as the
Jets improved to 3-0-1 this month. J.T.
Miller scored for the Canucks, who lost
for the second consecutive night, and
goalie Thatcher Demko stopped 31 of 34
shots. Vancouver had an eight-game
points streak (5-0-3) snapped in a 5-2
defeat Thursday in Chicago.

Connor scored on a breakaway at
13:35 of the third period to help clinch
the victory. After the Canucks won a

faceoff in the Winnipeg end, Connor
stole the puck from Vancouver defense-
man Tyler Myers, who spent the previ-
ous five seasons with the Jets, at the
blue line and raced down the ice before
beating Demko with a forehand shot.

The go-ahead goal came at 16:54 of
the second after Winnipeg’s Tucker
Poolman gained possession of the puck
at center ice and fed Connor streaking
down the right wing. Connor’s shot was
kicked aside by Demko, but Scheifele
collected the rebound at the bottom of
the faceoff circle on his backhand,
shifted the puck to his forehand and
slipped a shot inside the right post. 

The Canucks’ Miller broke a scoreless
tie at 6:53 of the second period. Miller
took a pass at the top of the crease from
Troy Stecher and redirected the puck
past Hellebuyck. Brock Boeser also got
an assist on the goal.

The Jets tied it with a power-play
goal at  11 :54 of the second. Blake
Wheeler carried the puck over the
blue line and down the center of the
ice before shooting the puck wide of
the net. Roslovic pounced on a failed
clearing attempt near the left faceoff
circle, driving to the net before his first
shot was stopped by Demko. But
Roslovic was able to lift the rebound
over the goalie’s left leg pad and into
the net. — Reuters


