
MELBOURNE:  Australia’s ever-dependable Ash
Barty doled out the dreaded double-bagel to Caroline
Garcia, levelling the Fed Cup final at 1-1 against France
after the opening day’s singles in Perth yesterday.

On a day of scorching heat, France struck the early
blow when Kristina Mladenovic thrashed Ajla
Tomljanovic 6-1 6-1, but the terrier-like Barty wrested
back the momentum with her 6-0 6-0 rout of Garcia,
firing up a heaving crowd at Perth Arena.

World number one Barty will return today for the
reverse singles and doubles, if required, as Australia bid
for their first Fed Cup title in 45 years. “I couldn’t have
asked for a more perfect match. That’s probably the
best tennis match I’ve ever played in my life,” a thrilled
Barty said courtside after extending her unbeaten run
in Fed Cup singles to 10 successive matches.

“What a place to do it, this is incredible.” Australia
were wobbling after Tomljanovic’s torrid Fed Cup debut
match against Mladenovic, but 23-year-old Barty
beamed as she strode onto the blue hardcourt cradling
her niece in her arms and soaking up a huge ovation.

That was the last display of tenderness the stocky
French Open champion would produce until consoling
Garcia with a hug at the net after scarcely 56 minutes
of play. In between was a virtual highlight reel of win-
ners, as Barty, fresh from her WTA Finals triumph in

southern China, drew energy from the roaring terraces
and drained Garcia of all confidence.

Fans filed out happily but some will hope for a
tighter contest today. They should get it if Barty meets
the impressive Mladenovic, as per the draw. The French
number one, who beat Barty on clay in Rome early in
the year, came out swinging against rookie Tomljanovic,
who was thrown into the cauldron by team captain
Alicia Molik.

With Fed Cup veteran Sam Stosur overlooked for
the singles, Molik’s gamble backfired as Croatia-born
Tomljanovic, who became eligible to represent
Australia only a month ago, quickly crumbled under
pressure.

Mladenovic broke her early in a barrage of power
hitting and wrapped up the first set in 38 minutes,
delighting a rowdy pocket of blue-clad French fans.
Tomljanovic’s meek serve wilted further in the second
set as the free-swinging Mladenovic roared on to a vic-
tory that gave France hope of a third Fed Cup title and
first since 2003.

“That was a statement match,” Barty said of
Mladenovic’s procession. “Kristina was in control and
she was able to control the court a little bit, so I think
the challenge for me tomorrow is to come out and try
to take her out of her comfort zone.” — Reuters
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Mahomes returns from 
two-game absence to 
start against Titans
NASHVILLE: Kansas City Chiefs star quarterback Patrick
Mahomes will return from a two-game absence to start today
against the Tennessee Titans, coach Andy Reid announced
Friday. Reid told reporters that Mahomes would play “unless
something happens” prior to the game against the Titans in
Nashville, Tenn. 

The Chiefs split two games with Matt Moore starting in
place of the reigning NFL Most Valuable Player, who sustained
a dislocated right kneecap in Kansas City’s 30-6 victory at
Denver on Oct. 17. Mahomes, 24, has completed 65.1 percent of
his passes for 2,180 yards, 15 touchdowns and one interception
this season.

• Atlanta Falcons quarterback Matt Ryan will return from a
one-game absence to start Sunday against the New Orleans
Saints, coach Dan Quinn announced. Ryan, 34, sustained a
sprained ankle in the Falcons’ 37-10 loss to the Los Angeles
Rams on Oct. 20. He sat out Atlanta’s 27-20 setback to the
Seattle Seahawks the following week, marking his first missed
start since Dec. 20, 2009.

Atlanta running back Ito Smith (neck), defensive end John
Cominsky (ankle) and offensive lineman Wes Schweitzer (con-
cussion) have been ruled out. —Listed as questionable by the
Indianapolis Colts, quarterback Jacoby Brissett (knee) will be a
game-time decision for today’s contest against the Miami
Dolphins, coach Frank Reich announced.

The Colts want him to see how Brissett’s left knee feels dur-
ing warmups before determining his status for action against
the Dolphins. An MRI exam on Monday revealed a sprained
MCL but no significant structural damage.

• Dallas Cowboys wide receiver Amari Cooper officially is
listed as questionable for the Sunday night game against the
Minnesota Vikings. Cooper, who injured his left knee in the
Cowboys’ 37-18 victory over the New York Giants on Monday
night, underwent an MRI this week, and the results showed no
structural damage. He was a limited participant Friday after not
practicing on Thursday. Offensive tackle Cameron Fleming
(calf) was ruled out fortoday.

• Vikings wide receiver Adam Thielen and nose tackle Linval
Joseph have been ruled out for today. Thielen missed his third
straight practice with a hamstring injury and is considered
“week to week,” according to coach Mike Zimmer. Joseph, who
has an ailing knee, was downgraded from a full participant on
Wednesday to a nonparticipant one day later. Safety Andrew
Sendejo (groin) also will not play against Dallas.

• Pittsburgh Steelers running back James Conner will miss
his second straight game when he sits out Sunday against the
visiting Rams. Conner has been nursing an AC joint sprain in his
shoulder sustained in the waning moments of Pittsburgh’s 27-14
victory over the Dolphins on Oct. 28. Wide receiver JuJu Smith-
Schuster (foot) was listed as a limited participant Friday. He is
questionable to face the Rams.

• The New York Giants ruled out tight end Evan Engram and
wide receiver Sterling Shepard for their Sunday game against
the New York Jets. Engram is nursing a sprained left foot and
will miss his second game of the season. Shepard has been
sidelined since Oct. 6 with a concussion sustained in New
York’s 28-10 loss to the Vikings.

Center Jon Halapio (hamstring) has also been ruled out for
Sunday while offensive tackle Mike Remmers (back) is doubtful.

• Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson returned to
practice, one day after sitting out the session due to an illness.
Jackson looked no worse for wear, according to multiple media
outlets. He was throwing passes and moving without issue dur-
ing the early portion of practice open to the media.

• Cleveland Browns defensive end Olivier Vernon has been
ruled out for the Sunday game against the Buffalo Bills. The
team said Vernon missed practice for the third straight day
while nursing a knee injury. Eric Murray will miss his second
consecutive game after undergoing knee surgery.

• Quarterback Luke Falk filed an injury grievance through
the NFL Players Association against the Jets, the New York
Daily News reported.

Falk is the second player to file a grievance against the Jets
in the past three weeks, joining Kelechi Osemele. The former
offensive lineman was released on Oct. 26 after undergoing
shoulder surgery that was not authorized by the team. Falk, 24,
started two games in relief of ailing quarterbacks Sam Darnold
and Trevor Siemian. In his last game, Falk was sacked nine
times and intercepted twice in a 31-6 loss to the Philadelphia
Eagles on Oct. 6. — Reuters

Ash Barty bagels Garcia as 
Australia level Fed Cup final

France’s Mladenovic thrashes debutant Tomljanovic in opening

PERTH: Ashleigh Barty of Australia hits a return against Caroline Garcia of France on day one of the Fed Cup Final
tennis competition between Australia and France in Perth yesterday. — AFP

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: President of International and Asian
Bowling Federations, Chairman of Kuwait Bowling
Club Sheikh Talal Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah expressed
satisfaction towards the success of the three tourna-
ments that were hosted by Kuwait Bowling Center in
Salmiya all along for 19 days, as the focus of bowling
fans around the world was on Kuwait.

He said the World Tour season finale, the 13th
Kuwait International Open and the 25th Asian
Championship formed a chain of success, proving that
Kuwait is able to host the strongest of world events, as
it seeks to become a world center of the game, and
this was the goal of the bowling club for years.

Al-Mohammad appreciated the patronage of HH
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah of the Asian championship, adding

that his support had the biggest effect on improving
the game and motivate players to make great
achievements.

Sheikh Mohammad said the three championships
are a prelude to the two important events the coun-
try is waiting for, they are the individuals world
championship in 2020 and the group in 2021, as both
will be held in Kuwait for the first time, as the case
was with the 25th Asian championship, which
received praise from all those involved, as far as
quality of organization and high level of competition
between 27 countries.

Al-Mohammad lauded the benefit of the three
championships Kuwait players received as they com-
peted with the strongest world and Asian bowlers,
and were able to clinch the silver medal for the three
categories by Khalid Al-Dubayyan, Jassim Al-Saqer
and Mustafa Al-Mousawy.

He also spoke about the efforts of the commit-
tees who were working since Oct 20, and this effort
was the corner stone of success that was achieved
by Kuwait.

Al-Mohammad thanked the Public Authority for
Sport, Kuwait Olympic Committee and the media for
the support that made the bowling club a big motiva-
tion to bring out the events in the best way possible.

Meanwhile, England’s Dom Barrett and Colombia’s
Maria Rodriguez dominated the finals of the world
tour on Thursday that took place at the Kuwait
Bowling Center with the participation of 12 top ranked
champions of both genders.

Barrett won his second title in two days, as he won
the gold medal at the Kuwait International Open, win-
ning $12,500. He beat Iceland’s Arnar Johsnon in the
final match with the score (276-232).

Meanwhile Rodriguez beat Liz Johnson (252-234).

SHANGHAI: The 15-year-old Russian
Anna Shcherbakova dazzled her way to
gold at figure skating’s Cup of China
yesterday for her second victory in as
many events in the ISU Grand Prix.
China’s Jin Boyang — sporting eye-
catching gold-coloured blades on his
skates — won the men’s title from
compatriot Yan Han in Chongqing, the
fourth round of the series.

Shcherbakova’s victory, to go with
her triumph at Skate America last
month in her Grand Prix debut, pro-
pelled her into the Grand Prix Final in
Turin next month. Shcherbakova led
after Friday’s short programme and
produced another flawless display —
embellished by two quad Lutzes — to
win the free skate.

She took the title with an overall
226.04 points to ensure that all four
Grand Prix this season have now
been won by Russian teenagers.
Silver went to Japan’s Satoko
Miyahara with 211.18 points and

bronze was won by another Russian,
Elizaveta Tuktamysheva, with 209.10.

“It’s a good start for my first senior
season but I want to do better and
work more,” said Shcherbakova, who
effortlessly changed her blue costume
to a red one mid-performance. “I think
it is not my maximum now,” she added.

“It was my goal to reach the Final
and now I will work on my pro-
grammes, my jumps, and my goal will
be to do everything cleaner and better.
“There are still mistakes.”

In the men’s, Jin trailed Yan after
the short programme but
leapfrogged his compatriot with the
free skate to take gold with 261.53
points overall. Yan won silver with
249.45 points and Italy’s Matteo
Rizzo bronze with 241.88. 

“I feel very satisfied today and my
performance was as spicy as a
Chongqing hotpot,” joked the 22-year-
old Jin, referring to the famously fiery
local cuisine. “I hope my passion will

inspire generations of skaters to come.”
In the ice dance, world silver medal-

lists Victoria Sinitsina and Nikita
Katsalapov, again of Russia, clinched
gold and the first Grand Prix victory of

their career. They were second in
Saturday’s free dance but their five-
point lead after Friday’s rhythm dance
ensured they remained in first place
with 209.90 points overall. —AFP

Russian teen Shcherbakova 
dazzles to China skating gold

DHANGHAI: Anna Shcherbakova of Russia performs during the Ladies Free Skating
at the ISU Grand Prix Cup of China figure skating event in China’s southwestern
Chongqing. — AFP
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