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New York’s fall auctions will highlight lesser
known artists next week as the market
searches for diversity amid an absence of

works set to make astronomical amounts. Christie’s
set a record price for a living artist during its
spring sale this year, two years after selling
Leonardo de Vinci’s “Salvator Mundi” for $450
million, the most expensive artwork ever sold.

Unless there is an unexpected surge in interest
neither Christie’s nor Sotheby’s are likely to get
anywhere near the crazy highs that they have set
over the past three years this time around. Instead,
the sales, which begin on Monday, are expected to
set individual records for artists with lower pro-
files, with a number of rare works that have never
before been offered to the public hitting the auc-
tion block.

Auctioneers at Christie’s are particularly excit-
ed about “Hurting the Word Radio #2” by
American pop-art artist Ed Ruscha, who has long
lived in the shadow of the movement’s leader, Andy
Warhol. The 1964 painting — considered Ruscha’s
best work — is priced between $30 million and
$40 million. “The market wants to know it has one
of the best paintings which is a change from before
when it was more like, ‘Jeff Koons is hot, I have to
have a Koons,” said Alex Rotter, chairman of post-
war and contemporary art at Christie’s. “Now it’s
about, ‘I’d rather have the best Ed Ruscha than an
average Warhol,’” he added.

The previous record for a Ruscha, who lives in
California, was $30.4 million for “Smash” which
sold at auction in 2014. Among the other highlights
at Christie’s this season is British painter David
Hockney’s “Sur la Terrasse”, estimated to go for
anywhere between $25 million and $45 million.

Hockney 
At Sotheby’s the big sales are expected to be

“Untitled XXII” by Willem de Kooning, priced
between $25 million and $35 million, and Mark
Rothko’s “Blue Over Red”, which has the same

estimate. A proven selling point is the freshness of
a lot of the paintings on offer. Hockney’s painting,
which features the same lover that is in “Portrait of
an Artist (Pool with Two Figures)” that sold last
November at Christie’s for $90.3 million, has not
been publicly exhibited since the early 1970s.

“It’s important to have this fresh material. It’s
what generates excitement from buyers,” said
Johanna Flaum, head of post-war and contempo-
rary art for Christie’s in New York. Sotheby’s is on
a similar quest. This season it is offering “Charing
Cross Bridge” by Claude Monet, estimated at
between $20 and $30 million) and “Richard Gallo
and his Dog at Petit Gennevilliers” by Gustave
Caillebotte. Neither have been at auction before.

“You can’t even say it made this much 20 years
ago. You can’t anchor it to anything and you can’t
have any expectations of a ceiling,” said Julian
Dawes, head of evening sales at Sotheby’s in New
York. “It’s exciting. There’s going to be price dis-
covery,” he added. In addition to Ruscha, the

Italian Piero Manzoni and France’s Yves Klein, who
all rarely make headlines, auction houses are diver-
sifying their offerings. Women painters, mainly
belonging to the abstract expressionist movement,
continue their ascent.

‘Transformation’ 
Lee Krasner’s “Sun Woman I” sold for

$782,500 in 2011. On Thursday, it could reach ten
times that price with a pre-sale estimate of
between six and eight million dollars. “There is an
incredible enthusiasm and demand for female
artists right now,” said David Galperin a senior
vice president at Sotheby’s. The sales will also fea-
ture African-American artists, among whom Jean-

Michel Basquiat is no longer the only reference.
This season Charles White and Norman Lewis

are expected to set new benchmarks at auction.
Less than a decade ago, they were selling for tens
of thousands of dollars but could exceed $1 million
this time. “These are reappraisals. We’re in this
great moment of transformation right now and I
think our sale reflects that,” said Galperin.

Despite the lack of a superstar work of art and
the threat of a global economic slowdown,
Sotheby’s and Christie’s are entering the week with
confidence. “We keep waiting for it (a downturn)
and it doesn’t happen,” said Julian Dawes a
Sotheby’s senior vice president. “I feel a little bit of
seller reluctancy in the market,” because they feel
they might not get the best price, “but the buyers
are there,” said Rotter. — AFP

Art experts from Sotheby’s talk about
Paul Signac’s “La Corne d’Or
(Constantinople)” during an auction
preview November 1, 2019 at
Sotheby’s in New York.  
— AFP photos 

A journalist views
Willem de
Kooning’s “Untitled
XXII” during an
auction preview
November 1, 2019
at Sotheby’s in
New York.

Harry Santa-Olalla runs the auction during the Gilda’s
Club NYC 24th Annual Gala.

A person looks at Frank Stella ‘s “Gray Scramble IX
(Single)” during a press preview on November 1, 2019,
for the Christie’s Post-War and Contemporary Art
Evening Sale in New York on November 13.

Male tiger Kan - one of the tigers that were seized on the Polish-Belarusian border - is seen in
his temporary enclosure at the zoo in Poznan, Poland.—AFP

In this file photo taken on November 4, 2019 French Polish direc-
tor Roman Polanski looks on on stage after the preview of his
last movie “J’accuse” (An Officer and a Spy) in Paris. — AFP 

(L-R) Anna, Songwriter Kristen Anderson-Lopez, Olaf, songwriter Robert Lopez, and Elsa attend
the world premiere of Disney’s “Frozen 2” at Hollywood’s Dolby Theatre on Thursday, November
7, 2019 in Hollywood, California. — AFP 

Guests participate in an auc-
tion during the Gilda’s Club

NYC 24th Annual Gala at The
Pierre Hotel on November 07,

2019 in New York City.

Walt Disney Co’s popular theme
parks and a remake of “The Lion
King” pushed earnings past Wall

Street targets on Thursday, and the com-
pany spent less than it had projected on its
big plunge into streaming entertainment.
Shares of Disney rose more than 5% to
$140.77 in after-hours trading.

Disney is trying to transition from a
cable TV leader to a powerhouse in the
crowded streaming video market dominat-
ed by Netflix Inc. The family-friendly digi-
tal entertainment service, Disney+, is set
to debut on Tuesday.Excluding certain
items, Disney earned $1.07 per share for
the quarter that ended in September,
above average analyst estimates of 95
cents per share, according to IBES data
from Refinitiv.

Disney+ will initially stream in the
United States, Canada and the
Netherlands. On Nov 19, it will debut in
Australia and New Zealand, followed by
several countries in western Europe on
March 31, Chief Executive Bob Iger said.
“We’re making a huge statement about the
future of media and entertainment and our
continued ability to thrive in this new era,”
Iger told analysts on a conference call.

The Disney+ app will be accessible via
a wide range of smart TVs, mobile phones

and streaming devices, including
Amazon.com Inc’s Fire TV devices and
Samsung Electronics Co Ltd and LG
Electronics Inc products, Iger said. The
company is spending heavily to compete
for digital viewers. Disney’s direct-to-con-
sumer and international unit, which also
includes ESPN+ and Hulu, reported an
operating loss of $740 million from July
through September, up from $340 million
the previous year, but less than the $900
million that Disney had forecast.

Seeking a broad audience of all ages,
Disney+ will offer a deep library of TV
shows and movies from Disney, Pixar
Animation, Marvel Studios, the “Star
Wars” franchise and the National
Geographic Channel, plus original pro-
gramming such as a new “High School
Musical” series and a remake of “Lady and
the Tramp.” It will cost $7 per month, less
than the $13 for Netflix’s most popular
plan. Edgier adult programming will go to
Hulu, including shows from FX Networks
starting in March, Iger said. FX on Hulu
will feature every season of more than 40
FX original series spanning the past 17
years, such as “Fargo” and “American
Horror Story.”—Reuters

AFrench former model and actress on Friday accused
Oscar-winning director Roman Polanski, whose new
film on the persecution of French Jewish army offi-

cer Alfred Dreyfus premieres next week, of raping her in a
Swiss ski resort when she was a teenager. It is the latest
accusation against the 86-year-old Polish-born director
who fled to France in 1978 from the US after admitting the
statutory rape of a 13-year-old girl.

Valentine Monnier told Le Parisien newspaper that the
alleged rape occurred in 1975 when she was 18 at
Polanski’s chalet in Gstaad. “I had no links with him, nei-
ther personal nor professional, and hardly knew him,”
Monnier, a former model who worked in New York, said.
She said the alleged rape was “extremely violent”, adding:
“He pummeled me until I gave in and then raped me, mak-
ing me do all sorts of things.” 

Monnier said she recounted what had happened to her
that very night to two women who were also staying in
Polanski’s chalet: her best friend and another woman who
became Polanski’s girlfriend for four years. Both women
were contacted by Le Parisien and confirmed Monnier’s
version. Monnier, who acted in a few films in the 1980s,
said she had finally decided to speak out as Polanski’s new
film about an error of justice was due to come out.

Following the Harvey Weinstein scandal Monnier said
she had written letters about the alleged rape to Los
Angeles police and to French first lady Brigitte Macron.
Polanski’s lawyer Herve Temime said the director “firmly
denies all accusations of rape,” adding that the allegations
“which date back 45 years have never been reported to
judicial authorities”.

Polanski has also been accused of sexual assault  by
others. In 2010, British actress Charlotte Lewis accused
him of “sexually abusing” her in 1983 when she was 16.
Another woman, identified only as Robin, accused him in
August 2017 of sexual assault when she was 16 in 1973. In
September 2017, former actress Renate Langer filed a new
complaint alleging she had been raped by Polanski in 1972
when she was 15.— AFP 

Nine stranded tigers whose plight
sparked a wave of public sympathy
after they were found emaciated

and dehydrated during an odyssey from
Italy are slowly recovering after their res-
cue by two Polish zoos. The tigers
endured a grueling journey through
Europe last month during which a tenth
feline died. But seven are now eating and
have received vitamins and mineral salts
at one of the zoos in Poznan, western
Poland, an AFP photographer reported
after a Friday visit.

Poznan zoo workers said the three
males and four females are still stressed
and aggressive and currently eating only
half their customary five to six kilos daily
diet of beef and horsemeat. Vets say the
amount must be increased only incremen-
tally after the animals endured several
days with no food at all. Two others were
housed in another zoo and are in a better
condition. The zoos took them in after
animal lovers started a fund to create a
refuge for animals in distress which
Poznan will host.

They hope to raise 1.4 million euros
($1.6 million) and have gathered around a
quarter of that sum by yesterday. Polish
authorities said last week they had
charged two Italian truck drivers and a
Russian man believed to have organized
the journey with animal abuse after a
truck that set off from Italy on October 22
carrying the tigers got stuck for days on
the border with Belarus. They were said
to be bound for a zoo in the southern
Russian republic of Dagestan. The truck
drivers remain in Polish detention and
their lorry has been impounded.

It remains unclear who owns the ani-
mals-the head of a breeding facility in
Rome or the owners of the Dagestan zoo
which was due to receive them as a gift. A
Poznan zoo spokesman said it was out of
the question for the tigers to be sent to
either and that they would ultimately be
transferred to a special facility in Spain
run by Dutch association Animal
Advocacy and Protection. The Poznan
zoo had described the tigers as “emaciat-
ed, dehydrated, with sunken eyes, excre-
ment stuck to their fur, urine burns, in a
total state of stress, without the will or
desire to live” when they were discov-
ered. According to animal rights organi-
zations, only between 3,200 and 3,900
tigers live in the wild around the world.
Another 7,000 are held in captivity,
mainly in Asia. — AFP 


