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Charlize Theron was honored by
Hollywood Friday for a “fearless” career
in which she tackled themes including

sexual harassment long before the #MeToo
movement up-ended the industry. The 44-
year-old South African Oscar-winner, who has
often played down her flawless looks to win
darker, more complex parts, collected the
prestigious American Cinematheque Award at
a Beverly Hills gala.

“I’m overwhelmed — I need a cocktail!”
she said as stars including Kristen Stewart,
Seth Rogen, and David Oyelowo gathered to
honor her career. “These people who are here
tonight have been with me through a lot of
stuff.” Theron won the best actress Academy
Award in 2004 with her turn as prostitute and
serial killer Aileen Wuornos in “Monster.” She
earned Hollywood’s respect with a visceral
performance which saw her pack on 30
pounds and render herself unrecognizable
with makeup and prosthetics to play the unap-
pealing murderer.

“She is the most fearless actor I’ve ever
worked with, and probably the most fearless
human being I’ve ever met,” said Jason
Reitman, who directed Theron in “Young
Adult” and “Tully.” Next month Theron
appears in another transformative role — as
former TV anchor Megyn Kelly in

“Bombshell,” which depicts the downfall of Fox
News co-founder Roger Ailes after a sexual
harassment scandal. “When I read (the script)
it felt like it was part of a conversation that
was happening now. And that to me, felt really
important,” she said.

In contrast, her 2005 turn as a miner who
files the United States’ first class-action sexual
harassment lawsuit in “North Country” came
at a time when Hollywood turned a blind eye
to such issues. Back then there was a sense
that sexual harassment “was in the past and
that it’s been dealt with,” said Theron. The part
earned her a second Oscar nod. A decade lat-
er, the #MeToo movement swept through
Hollywood.

Theron was born in the small South African
town of Benoni in 1975. When she was 15, her
mother shot and killed her father after he
attacked them in a drunken rage. Her mother
was never charged. Theron arrived in Los
Angeles as a teenager in the 1990s speaking
only broken English — her first language is
Afrikaans. She was discovered by a talent
scout in a bank, and broke into Hollywood’s
elite with “The Devil’s Advocate” (1997),
alongside Keanu Reeves and Al Pacino. Theron
has since mixed commercial films such as the
“Fast and Furious” franchise with tougher, less
conventional roles. The American
Cinematheque Award is a “mid-career
achievement award,” with previous honorees
including Al Pacino, Tom Cruise, and Steven
Spielberg. — AFP (L-R) Seth Rogen, Charlize Theron, and Seth MacFarlane attend the 33rd American Cinematheque

Award Presentation Honoring Charlize Theron and The 5th Annual Sid Grauman Award Presented by
Hill Valley to Adam Aron on behalf of AMC Theatres at The Beverly Hilton Hotel. — AFP 

US rappers Tyler, the Creator (L) and ASAP Rocky attend the WSJ Magazine 2019 Innovator
Awards at MOMA on November 6, 2019 in New York City. — AFP 
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Charlize Theron speaks onstage during the 33rd
American Cinematheque Award Presentation
Honoring Charlize Theron.

New York rapper A$AP Rocky will
return to Sweden for a concert, its
promoter said Friday, despite an

assault conviction that sparked diplomatic
tensions and fan fury. “After massive sup-
port from the Swedish fans he is returning
to Stockholm for an anticipated concert,”
entertainment company Live Nation said in
a statement.

The event is scheduled for December 11
at the Ericsson Globe arena. The 31-year-
old rapper, whose real name is Rakim
Mayers, was arrested on July 3 following a
street fight in Stockholm on June 30 in
which he and his entourage were
embroiled with a 19-year-old plaintiff.
Considered a “flight risk”, Mayers was held
in custody for a month while the case was
investigated and throughout his trial.

But he was released after the close of
proceedings on August 2, pending the ver-
dict, and immediately returned to the
United States. In mid August the
Stockholm District Court announced it had
found him, along with two members of his
entourage, guilty and handed them sus-
pended sentences. Part of the brawl was
captured in a video, published by US
celebrity news outlet TMZ, where the rap-
per can be seen throwing a young man to
the ground and aiming several punches at
him while he is down.

The artists claimed he acted in self-
defense, saying he felt “scared” after the
young man had followed and harassed the
group. Mayers also posted videos of his
own to Instagram — purporting to show
the lead up to the fight — where the young
man can be seen following the group and
asking about a pair of headphones despite
being asked to walk the other way. Mayers’
imprisonment outraged fans, who started
an online petition called #JusticeForRocky,
which garnered more than 640,000 signa-
tures.

Supporters were urged to boycott
Swedish brands such as Ikea. The case also
led to diplomatic tensions after US
President Donald Trump himself called for
Mayers to be released. “Give A$AP Rocky
his FREEDOM. We do so much for Sweden
but it doesn’t seem to work the other way
around,” Trump wrote in a July tweet and
added the hashtag #FreeRocky. The US
president had a direct phone call with
Swedish Prime Minister Stefan Lofven,
who reportedly emphasized that Sweden’s
judiciary was independent. Trump also sent
then US Special Presidential Envoy for
Hostage Affairs and current National
Security Advisor Robert C. O’Brien to
attend the trial. — AFP 

Hundreds of far-right activists burned a
rainbow flag and cried “Shame!” during a
protest in the Georgian capital against an

Oscar-nominated Swedish-Georgian gay-
themed film which premiered amid a heavy
police presence. Set in Georgia, “And Then We
Danced” — Sweden’s official Oscar submission
in the best international feature film category —
is a love story about two male dancers in
Georgia’s national ballet company.

The drama has won worldwide critical
acclaim but was denounced by the Caucasus
country’s influential Orthodox Church as an
“affront to the traditional Georgian values”. In
front of the Amirani cinema in the capital Tbilisi,
the anti-gay protesters chanted “Long live
Georgia!” and “Shame!”. They burned the rain-
bow flag as an Orthodox priest recited a prayer.
The interior ministry said 11 protesters were
arrested for “disobeying police”.

The cinema, which had earlier posted a video
on Facebook of policemen checking the cine-
ma’s seats with sniffer dogs. let ticket holders
inside for the evening premiere showing and
then shut the doors. “Georgian folk dance is an
epitome of the Georgian spiritual values, we will
not let them defile our national traditions,” said
one of the far-right protesters, 35-year-old
housewife Teona Gogava. Maka Kiladze, a
forty-year-old choreographer who was among
the audience in the cinema, said: “There is huge
interest towards the film in Georgia. It’s anomaly
that we have to face an angry mob to attend a
film screening”.

‘Dark times’ 
Earlier this week, Sandro Bregadze, a former

junior minister in the ruling Georgian Dream
party’s government, said his nationalist
Georgian March group would not allow the film
to be screened in Tbilisi, calling it “propaganda
of sodomy”. Levan Vasadze, a Georgian busi-
nessman with links to Russia’s anti-Western and
far-right groups, said his supporters will “enter
screening rooms in the six cinemas in Tbilisi and
turn off the projectors,” also vowing to “shove
back police if need be”.

“Some far right groups and the Church have

basically condemned the film and are planning
to stop people from entering the sold out
screenings,” the film’s director Levan Akin, a
Swede with Georgian roots, wrote on his
Facebook page earlier Friday. These are “dark
times we live in,” he wrote, adding that it is
important to “stand up against these shadowy
forces in any way we can”.

Georgia’s interior ministry issued a state-
ment, promising to ensure “the protection of
public safety and order, as well as the freedom
of self-expression”. “We address everyone:
obey the law. Otherwise, police will use their
lawful mandate and suppress unlawful acts
immediately,” the statement said. Homosexuality
is still highly stigmatized in Georgia, a socially
conservative Black Sea nation where the
immensely influential Orthodox Church has pre-
viously clashed with Western-leaning govern-

ments over social issues.
Homosexuality was banned in Georgia after

the country was annexed by the Soviet Union in
1921. After the Soviet Union’s collapse, the ban
was not enforced, but officially homosexuality
was only decriminalized in 2000, with anti-dis-
crimination laws adopted in 2006. Critics of the
ruling Georgian Dream party have accused the
government of giving tacit support to homo-
phobic and nationalist groups which traditional-
ly support the party in elections and have
staged protest rallies against pro-Western
opposition parties. — AFP 

Photographer Robert Freeman, who helped
define The Beatles’ mop top look on their early
album covers, has died, the legendary Liverpool

band said Saturday. He was 82. “Besides being a great
professional he was imaginative and a true original
thinker,” Paul McCartney wrote in a blog post. “I will
miss this wonderful man but will always cherish the
fond memories I have of him.”

Freeman’s photographs first made the covers of the
quartet’s “Meet the Beatles!” and “Beatles for Sale”
albums, which came out at the height of the
Beatlemania that swept the world in the mid-1960s.
For the slightly comical cover of “Help!”, John Lennon,
McCartney, George Harrison and Ringo Starr were
meant to spell out the title in flag semaphore. Freeman
decided to rearrange their arm positions to give the
cover a better look, with the group spelling out gib-
berish in the end — but it hardly hurt sales.

On “Rubber Soul”, the slightly distorted look of the
band’s portrait foreshadowed the psychodelic era that
was to define both the band’s later sound and the late
1960s. In his blog, McCartney explained that it was
created by accident when a card the picture was
being projected onto fell backwards, warping the
image. McCartney said Freeman assured the band he
could reproduce the exact same image on the cover.
“God bless Robert Freeman,” Ringo Starr tweeted.
“Peace and love to all his family.”—AFP

LGBTQ characters
on US TV at all
time high

Shows like “Batwoman,” “Pose,” and
“Euphoria” have brought the num-
ber of lesbian, gay and transgender

characters on US television to a record
high, helping to accelerate acceptance of
sexual diversity in wider society, accord-
ing to a report issued on Friday. Advocacy
group GLAAD said that LGBTQ charac-
ters made up 10.2% of prime-time series
regulars on traditional network television.
That was the highest percentage in the 15
years that the organization has been
tracking numbers and a 1.4% increase
over the previous year.

Adding in those with recurring roles
in the 2019-2020 television season now
underway, GLAAD calculated that there
are now 488 LGBTQ characters in
scripted television series on broadcast,
cable and streaming platforms in the
United States. “Shows l ike, ‘Pose’ ,
‘Schitt ’s  Creek,’  ‘Batwoman,’  and?
‘Billions’ demonstrate that not only are

LGBTQ stories and characters on televi-
sion becoming more diverse, but also
that viewers everywhere continue to
respond with extreme posit ivity,”
GLAAD President Sarah Kate Ellis said
in a statement.

The numbers of lesbian and transgen-
der characters showed a particularly
strong rise, thanks largely to upcoming
series “The L Word: Generation Q,”
“Batwoman” which featured the first les-
bian superhero, and the upcoming “9-1-1:
Lone Star” spinoff, which will feature a
black transgender male actor. GLAAD
said that according to recent opinion
polls, less than one quarter of Americans
say they personally know someone who is
transgender.

“This is why it is so important that
Hollywood be inclusive of trans characters
which reflect the full diversity of the com-
munity, and that they tell a wide range of
stories,” the report said. GLAAD had
called on the TV industry to reach 10%
LGBTQ characters by 2020. With that
goal already surpassed, the group raised
its target and called on the makers of tele-
vision shows to ensure that 20% of regu-
lar characters on prime-time scripted
series are LGBTQ by 2025. — Reuters

Georgian police officers stand guard in front of the Amirani cinema as far-right activists protest against the
premiere screening of an Oscar-nominated Swedish-Georgian gay film in Tbilisi. — AFP 


