
Brazil leftist icon
Lula walks free
from prison
CURITIBA: Brazil’s leftist icon Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva walked free from jail Friday
after a year and a half behind bars for cor-
ruption following a court ruling that could
release thousands of convicts.  The former
president, wearing a black T-shirt and suit
jacket, pumped his fist as he exited the feder-
al police headquarters in the southern city of
Curitiba and was quickly mobbed by hun-
dreds of supporters and journalists. 

In an impassioned address in a sometimes
hoarse voice, Lula vowed to keep fighting for
poor people and denounced the economic
policies of the current right-wing president,
Jair Bolsonaro. “People are hungrier, they
have no jobs, people work for Uber or deliv-
ering pizzas on a bike,” Lula said in remarks
sometimes drowned out by cheers from the
crowd and fireworks overhead.

Lula’s highly anticipated exit from the
facility where he had been held since April
2018 came hours after his lawyers requested
the immediate release of the 74-year-old,
who has been serving a nearly nine-year sen-
tence for corruption and money laundering.
Late Thursday, the Supreme Court over-
turned a rule requiring convicted criminals to
go to jail after losing their first appeal. Lula is
one of several thousand convicts who could
benefit from the decision.

Those convicts would remain free until
they had exhausted their rights to appeal-a
process critics say could take years in cas-

es involving people able to afford expen-
sive lawyers. Many of those affected by the
6-5 ruling are political and business leaders
caught up in a massive corruption probe
dubbed Car Wash that began in 2014. The
Supreme Court ruling had given Lula “hope
that there could be justice,” his lawyer
Cristiano Zanin said. “Our judicial battle
continues, our focus is to get the legal case
nullified.”

A hero to millions 
Lula, who led Brazil through a historic

boom from 2003 to 2010, earning him the
gratitude of millions of Brazilians for redis-
tributing wealth to haul them out of poverty,
was serving eight years and 10 months for
corruption. He was sentenced to almost 13
years in jail in February in a separate corrup-

tion case and still faces another half dozen
corruption trials. Lula has denied all the
charges, arguing they were politically moti-
vated to keep him out of the 2018 presidential
election that was won by Bolsonaro. “I’m
coming for you, wait for me!” Rosangela da
Silva, Lula’s girlfriend, tweeted after the
Supreme Court announced its decision.

“If all the others did worse and are free,
why not him too?” Eleonora Cintra, a 74-
year-old resident of Sao Paulo said.
Bolsonaro has been unusually quiet about the
court’s ruling that freed his nemesis. But his
sons have taken to Twitter to attack the deci-
sion. “Thousands of prisoners will be released
and rattle everyone, regardless of their politi-
cal beliefs, generating serious internal and
external social and economic reactions,”
Carlos Bolsonaro tweeted. — AFP 

Divisions rife as 
Germany marks 
30 years since 
Berlin Wall fell
BERLIN: Germany yesterday marks 30
years since the fall of the Berlin Wall that ush-
ered in the end of communism and national
reunification, as the Western alliance that
helped secure those achievements is riddled
with divisions. Two days before the date that
brought epochal change, France’s President
Emmanuel Macron dropped a bombshell,
declaring that transatlantic partnership
NATO was suffering from “brain death” and
that Europe itself was “on the brink”.

Chancellor Angela Merkel responded with
uncharacteristic sharpness, saying Thursday
“I don’t think that such sweeping judgments
are necessary”, and the ensuing storm over
NATO laid bare the growing differences
among traditional allies. The bad tempered
prelude to the festivities stood in sharp con-
trast to celebrations five years ago, when for-
mer Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev and ex-
Polish president and freedom icon Lech
Walesa were present.

This time, leaders of former Cold War
powers will be absent, as Donald Trump’s
America First policy, Britain’s Brexit struggles
and Russia’s resurgence put a strain on ties.
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo’s visit

ended Friday while Macron is only planning a
flying visit today, leaving the actual anniver-
sary on November 9 without globally promi-
nent figures. Pompeo also left behind a stark
warning: “As we celebrate, we must also rec-
ognize that freedom is never guaranteed.
“Today, authoritarianism is once again rising,”
he said, namechecking China and Russia.

‘Naive complacency’
Carrying a similar message, the EU’s incom-

ing chief Ursula von der Leyen noted that the
euphoric optimism over liberal democracy and
freedom that characterized November 9, 1989
has dissipated. “Today, we have to admit that
our complacency was naive,” said von der
Leyen. Russia is “using violence to shift estab-

lished borders in Europe, and is trying to fill
every vacuum that the US has left behind.”
And hopes that China would develop closer to
the Western liberal democracy model has not
been fulfilled, she said.

Mikhail Gorbachev, whose decision not to
send the Soviet army to prop up the East
German regime was seen as crucial to preserv-
ing peace during the Cold War, told Spiegel
magazine in an interview that there is “no nos-
talgia” for that period of division. But “we have
to admit that after the end of the Cold War new
leaders failed to create a modern security
architecture, especially in Europe.” “As a result,
new lines of divisions have emerged, and
NATO’s eastward expansion ... shifted these
lines to the Russian border.” —AFP 

CONCORD: New York business tycoon
Michael Bloomberg has paved the way for
a shot at the US presidency, registering as
a candidate in the Alabama Democratic
primary race before Friday’s filing deadline.
Although the 77-year-old billionaire has
not publicly announced his run, his inclu-
sion among a crowded field kept his
options open for mounting a concerted bid
to topple a fellow New Yorker, President
Donald Trump.

Analysts say a Bloomberg candidacy
could do the most damage to the prospects
of frontrunner Joe Biden, but the former
vice president put on a brave face Friday
and said he was not worried Bloomberg
would draw away centrist voters.
Bloomberg’s name was posted among 17
candidates on the Alabama Democratic
Party’s website only hours before registra-
tion closed. 

Alabama is not one of the early primaries
but it has the earliest deadline to register.
Biden, who will also turn 77 on November
20, has placed himself in the political center
with South Bend Mayor Pete Buttigieg,
while Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders and
Massachusetts Senator Elizabeth Warren
run to his left. “Michael’s a solid guy,” Biden
told reporters in Concord, New Hampshire,
while registering to take part in the
February primary in the northeastern state.

“I have no, no problem with him getting
in the race,” Biden said. “And in terms of
he’s running because of me, last polls I

looked at I’m pretty far ahead. “If I’m not
mistaken I’m doing pretty well, both rela-
tive to Trump and relative to all the people
running,” he said. Jason Mollica of
American University said the entry of
Bloomberg in the race could be “an indica-
tion that he believes the Democrats do not
have a strong candidate that can defeat
President Trump.”

“Mr Biden’s campaign isn’t the strength
it was at the start and if Mr Bloomberg
gains the support of the centrists in the
Democratic Party, that is a big sign for Mr
Biden the party doesn’t feel he’s the right
candidate, either,” Mollica said. Kyle
Kondik of the Center for Politics at the
University of Virginia said a Bloomberg run
could conceivably draw support away from
Biden but it remains to be seen how much
backing he’ll receive in a crowded field.

“At first blush, yes, one might think
Bloomberg would hurt Biden more than
others,” Kondik said. “But we have to
remember that sometimes voters don’t fit
neatly into ideological categories.”While
neither is running hard to the left and both
are older white men, voters might perceive
key differences between them,” Kondik
said. “Bloomberg has to actually show he
can draw significant support in order to
hurt Biden.”

‘Doesn’t have the magic’
Trump weighed in Friday on a potential

Bloomberg bid. “Little Michael will fail,”

Trump told reporters in a reference to the
stature of the 5ft, 8in (1.73m) Bloomberg.
“He doesn’t have the magic to do well.
“There’s nobody I’d rather run against than
little Michael,” Trump added. “He’s not
going to do well but I think he’s going to
hurt Biden actually.”

Bloomberg said back in March he
wouldn’t run, but has been toying for weeks
with the idea of seeking the White House
after all, according to advisors. “We now
need to finish the job and ensure that
Trump is defeated - but Mike is increasing-
ly concerned that the current field of candi-
dates is not well positioned to do that,”
Bloomberg advisor Howard Wolfson said in
a statement. “Based on his record of
accomplishment, leadership and his ability
to bring people together to drive change,
Mike would be able to take the fight to
Trump and win,” Wolfson added, according
to Bloomberg News.

Bloomberg, co-founder and CEO of the
media and financial information company
that bears his name, is one of the richest
people in the United States according to
Forbes, worth $52.4 billion. His huge per-
sonal wealth would likely shake up the con-
test at a time when Biden’s fundraising is
sagging. Bloomberg, who was elected may-
or of the Big Apple in 2001 and served until
2013, is seen as close to Wall Street and
opposed to some of the policies espoused
by the more liberal Warren and Sanders.

His entry would bloat an already crowd-

ed field of contenders, with 17 candidates
vying for the right to take on Trump in
November 2020 as the Democratic nomi-
nee. Bloomberg has switched between the
Republican and Democratic parties over the
years and also served as an independent
mayor. He has used some of his fortune to

back Democratic politicians and fund poli-
cies that he believes in - including gun con-
trol and the fight against climate change.
Bloomberg considered running for presi-
dent as an independent in 2016 but eventu-
ally opted not to for fear of splitting the
Democratic vote. — AFP 
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This combination of pictures shows Michael Bloomberg (left) and US President Donald
Trump in Monroe, Louisiana. — AFP 

Bloomberg candidacy could do the most damage to Joe Biden

Bloomberg files papers, paving 
way for the US presidential bid

BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel (center) talks with young people during the
central commemoration ceremony for the 30th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall
yesterday at the Berlin Wall Memorial at Bernauer Strasse in Berlin. — AFP 

CURITIBA: Former Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva speaks to supporters next
to his gilfriend Rosangela da Silva (right) after leaving the Federal Police Headquarters,
where he was serving a sentence for corruption and money laundering, in Curitiba, Parana
State, Brazil. — AFP 

Biden brings
confidence to
New Hampshire
CONCORD: Democrat Joe Biden strode
into New Hampshire’s state house Friday
like he owned the place, back-slapping
officials and insisting he has broad voter
support as he ramps up his bid to chal-
lenge President Donald Trump in 2020.
Biden has struggled to retain the frontrun-
ner status that he claimed when he entered
the crowded Democratic field in April.

He faces tough competition from pro-
gressive US senators Elizabeth Warren
and Bernie Sanders, and from up-and-
coming fellow centrist Pete Buttigieg, an
Indiana mayor who is half Biden’s age.
The party elder statesman finds himself
under relentless attack by Trump, who has
branded him “corrupt,” without evidence,
for his son’s dealings with a Ukraine ener-
gy firm.  Biden’s debate performances
have been shaky, and questions have
swirled about whether the candidate -
who turns 77 on November 20 - has the
stamina for a grueling one-year campaign.

And Biden faced renewed scrutiny
Friday after Mike Bloomberg, the billion-
aire ex-mayor of New York, suddenly sig-
naled he could enter the race, possibly

syphoning moderate voters away from the
former vice president. But Biden has
shown resilience on the campaign trail and
in national polls. He appeared to shrug off
the latest developments as he made his
entrance to the New Hampshire secretary
of state’s office, after celebrating with
cheering and drum-beating supporters in
the building’s crowded hallways.

“Alright, where do I sign, boss?” a con-
fident Biden quipped as he took part in an
early hallmark of US presidential races:
filing at the 200-year-old state house in
Concord to be on the ballot in the small
New England state that votes second in
the nominations process. Biden has been
here before; he ran for president in 1988
and again in 2008. But this year is his best
shot at the presidency, despite his
advanced age and intense competition.
After filing, Biden braved freezing temper-
atures and snow flurries to address a rally
of about 100 supporters.

John Lynch, the popular former gover-
nor of the Granite State, described Biden
as “genuine, caring and authentic, and I
can’t wait for him to get into the White
House.” Biden is a party establishment
favorite. But he pushed back at the sug-
gestion he might be too cozy with the
Democratic elite to inspire young voters
and reach new voices. “I am reaching
them. I’m the only person in this race that
has significant support” across the voter
spectrum, Biden told reporters. “I’m ahead
across the board.” — AFP 

Twitter’s spy
case highlights
risks for big
tech platforms 
WASHINGTON: The allegations of
spying by former Twitter employees for
Saudi Arabia underscore the risks for
Silicon Valley firms holding sensitive
data which make the platforms ripe for
espionage. The two Saudis and one US
citizen allegedly worked together to
unmask the ownership details behind
dissident Twitter accounts on behalf of
the Riyadh government and royal family,
according to a federal indictment.
Analysts say the incident shows how
massive databases held by Silicon Valley
giants can be juicy targets for intelli-
gence agencies, which can often apply
pressure to company insiders.

“The Twitter case shows how data is
not only an asset but a liability for com-
panies,” said Adrian Shahbaz, research
director for technology and democracy
at the human rights group Freedom
House. “For companies collecting massive
amounts of data, the challenge is how to
keep it secure not only from hackers, but
from rogue employees.” Shahbaz said
platforms such as Twitter and Facebook
remain important tools for human rights
activists, but that users should be aware
of potential for data leaks — both in their
countries, and from insiders.

“It’s been alarming to see how gov-
ernments using tactics to exploit the
inherent weaknesses of the internet... go

after people expressing dissent,” he said.
“It’s a constant cat-and-mouse game
between users and very well-resourced
governments.” Bruce Schneier, a security
researcher and fellow at Harvard
University’s Berkman Klein Center for
Internet & Society, said it is not surpris-
ing to see governments targeting data-
bases of tech platforms. “We all assume it
happens a lot. But this (prosecution)
rarely comes up,” Schneier said.

No match for Russia 
Schneier said there have long been

fears about Chinese or Russian insiders
pressured to introduce vulnerabilities in
major software platforms, and that com-
panies may be ill-equipped to thwart
those efforts. “The government of Russia
versus Twitter is not a fair fight,” he said.
“It’s hard to blame the tech companies.”

Because major tech firms have engi-
neers from all over the world, Schneier
said it enables intelligences services to
seek out and pressure their expats for
espionage purposes. The case highlights
the potential for insider threats, said
James Lewis of the Center for Strategic
and International Studies in Washington.
“Insider threats go back to biblical
times,” he said, noting that the suspects
were probably caught because they “did
a terrible job of covering their tracks.”

According to an indictment unsealed
Wednesday, US citizen Ahmad
Abouammo and Saudi national Ali
Alzabarah were recruited in 2014-2015
to use their positions in Twitter to gain
access to private information related to
accounts of critics of Riyadh. Ahmed
Almutairi, a marketing official with ties
to the royal family, was a critical go-
between who arranged contacts, prose-
cutors said.  — AFP 


