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Civil Aviation unifies allowances hours
after employees threaten to go on strike

Ministry increases NUKS USA, UK students’ allowances
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Hours after airport
employees revealed plans to stage a
strike in protest of ‘unpaid
allowances,’ Director of the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) Yousif Al-Fauzan
announced yesterday unifying the
allowances of some staff members
working shifts at Kuwait
International Airport departments.
Fauzan said the Civil Service
Commission (CSC) issued a resolu-
tion on Thursday explaining that
shifts would be of eight hours each
and every air traffic control staff
member will work morning, after-
noon and evening shifts on three
consecutive days, followed by two
days off. Fauzan added airport staff
will work the same eight hours for
three consecutive days followed by
one day off instead of the old sys-
tem of working a full 24 hours fol-
lowed by 48 hours off. Earlier yes-
terday, DGCA employees’ syndicate
stressed that it will proceed with
plans to go on strike tomorrow. The
syndicate’s chairman Jaber Al-Azmi
said the CSC only approved
allowances for air traffic control
staff and that the syndicate insists
on unified allowances for all staff
members working shifts. However,

the union did not release a state-
ment after Fauzan’s announcement,
or comment whether they still plan
to stage their strike or not.

Students’ allowances
Secretary general of the

National Union of Kuwaiti Students
in the United States of America
(NUKS USA) Ali Al-Ghanem said
the Ministry of Higher Education
agreed to increase scholarship stu-
dents’ allowances and contacted the
finance ministry in this regard.
Similarly, Ghanem’s counterpart in
the United Kingdom, Nayef Al-
Alatti, announced the same for stu-
dents studying in the UK.
Separately, Education Minister
Hamed Al-Azmi ordered an immedi-
ate investigation over a social media
video showing a teacher allegedly
assaulting a student, and strongly
rejected any leniency towards such
violations. Additionally, the ministry
emphasized in a post on its official
Twitter account its total rejection of
assaulting students at any educa-
tional facility. 

Expats’ contracts
Responding to parliamentary

complaints, the Public Authority for
Manpower stressed that it operates
according to law number 6/2010

and its amendments pertaining
business owners and the assess-
ment of their needs. The manpower
authority also stressed that it fully
abides by the CSC resolution con-
cerning replacing expats with citi-
zens in government jobs, adding
that contracts of hundreds of
expats had been terminated this
year. 

Cultural center
The Farwaniya committee at the

Municipal Council is due to discuss
a number of topics in this week’s
agenda, including building a cultural
and educational center for the
Bohra community in Ardiya and a
parking lot in Omariya. 

Housing issue
MP Omar Al-Tabtabaei said that

his grilling motion against the min-
ister of public works was the fruit of
hard work by a large group of citi-
zens over a common major concern
in their lives - housing. Tabtabaei
added that citizens have to wait
four or five years to get a house.
“The real achievement is to give cit-
izens their house keys instead of the
deeds,” he stressed, pointing out
that citizens are currently paying
KD 700 in monthly rent, which
overburdens Kuwaiti families. 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Four Kuwaitis were
killed and six injured after a pick-
up truck they were in rammed into
a lamppost at Al-Zour Road yes-
terday. Three of the injured are in
critical condition. An investigation
was opened to reveal the cause of
the accident.

Body found
An Egyptian man’s body was

found under the rubble after fire-
fighters battled a blaze reported in
a cement company in Abdali,
where the victim worked. An
investigation was opened.
Separately, a fire in a Qurain
building’s basement caused a
woman to suffer minor suffocation.
The building was evacuated and
the fire was put out by Qurain and
Mubarak Al-Kabeer fire stations.

Counterfeit t-shirts
Customs officers foiled an

attempt to smuggle counterfeit

brand-named t-shirts. The goods
were found aboard a wooden boat
arriving from a neighboring country.

Samples from the 1,085 t-shirts were
sent to concerned authorities, who
confirmed they were not genuine. 

KUWAIT: A firefighter is seen in a Qurain building where a fire was
reported in the basement.

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service
provider in Kuwait, announced its platinum
sponsorship of the 36th annual conference
of the National Union of Kuwaiti Students
in the United States of America (NUKS
USA), which is set to be held from
November 28 to December 1, 2019 in San
Diego, California under the patronage of
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

Zain expressed its pride in being the
platinum sponsor of the conference, con-
tinuing its role as a main supporter of the
event for 16 years. The conference is con-
sidered the largest gathering of Kuwaiti
students abroad, and Zain’s support comes
in line with its corporate sustainability and
social responsibility strategy towards the
youth and education sectors, as well as its
belief in connecting with the country’s
youth abroad. 

As it does every year; Zain will be con-
tributing to the event by organizing a num-
ber of unique activities and programs. The
company will be sponsoring a special
sports seminar featuring many distin-
guished Kuwaiti athletes, as well as organ-
izing the thrill ing ‘Zain Football
Tournament’ for students. Zain will also
host a workshop that discusses accelerat-
ing tech startups, featuring many success-
ful entrepreneurs. 

Zain will participate in recognizing the
top performing Kuwaiti graduates from the
US, and will also take part in a special
exhibition for sponsors, where the compa-
ny will offer its exclusive promotions to
students, present its available career
opportunities, as well as showcase its lead-
ing experience in the telecom sector. In
addition, Zain has prepared a number of
surprises for students who will be visiting
the event. 

The conference will feature many
unique activities, including a workshop
entitled ‘Phonorizma’ for creating a charis-

matic brand through social media and
smartphones, a self-development work-
shop for female students, and an economic
seminar. The event will also host the stars
of Kuwait Pulse 88.8 FM, and a concert by
popular Kuwaiti band Miami. All these
activities and more will feature many pub-
lic/media figures, politicians, social
activists, athletes, and more. 

Zain’s presence in the event conveys its
enthusiasm to interact with the future gen-
erations of Kuwaiti youth, especially those
who pursue their education abroad, as the
NUKS USA conference is considered the
largest gathering of Kuwaitis outside of
Kuwait, and welcomes students from all
around the US. The distinctive event
appeals to students on both an intellectual
and social levels and it serves as an open
forum for them to exchange opinions and
views regarding important domestic issues
with the presence of distinguished national
figures from the Kuwaiti society.

Zain sees its annual participation in the
conference as part of its responsibility as a
leading national company to help provide
bright and enthusiastic young Kuwaitis
with a great social experience, as well as
listen to their ideas and experiences while
pursuing their education abroad. 

The NUKS USA serves nearly 14,000
Kuwaiti students studying in the United
States. The union aims, through its events
and programs, to connect Kuwaiti students
with each other on one level, and with their
nation and the latest updates of the
Kuwaiti community on another. NUKS
USA was publicized in the US and was
granted the recognition of the United
States government. The achievement is
considered a proud milestone for Kuwait’s
youth, and is a direct result of the great
relations between the State of Kuwait and
United States. Such a recognition is a clear
reflection of the strategic relations
between the two nations.

Zain platinum sponsor of NUKS
USA 36th annual conference

Four dead, six injured in
Zour Road crash

MADRID: Chairman and Director
General  of  Kuwait  News Agency
(KUNA) Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-
Ibrahim Al-Sabah held talks with
Chairman of the Spanish News Agency
(EFE) Fernando Garea on cooperation
between the two news agencies. Sheikh
Mubarak Al-Duai affirmed the aspiration
to beef up relations and establish part-
nerships with media organizat ions
around the world “for the sake of

cementing other states’  bonds with
Kuwait in a manner that would serve its
sagacious foreign policy.” The meeting
with the EFE chief and other officials at
the Spanish news agency resulted in lay-
ing basis for boosting the relations
between EFE and KUNA, Sheikh
Mubarak Al-Duaij said, adding that he
agreed with the Spanish side to activate
the cooperation in order to serve interests
of the two countries’ peoples.—KUNA

KUNA chief discusses cooperation
with Spanish counterpart


