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PARIS: African players still do not get the
recognition they deserve, Cameroon legend
Samuel Eto’o told AFP in an exclusive interview,
as he hopes that this will finally be the year an-
other player from the continent wins the Ballon
d’Or. George Weah, the former Paris Saint-Ger-
main and AC Milan striker who is now the pres-
ident of Liberia, won the Ballon d’Or in 1995 but
remains the only African player ever to have
claimed the award. “Western media dominate
our media in Africa, so they definitely have an in-
fluence. People prefer to see a Lionel Messi
goal,” Eto’o, 38, told AFP during a visit to Paris
last month.

The former Barcelona star, once a teammate
of Messi, believes that “African players are not
respected” and are “not always properly appre-
ciated”. He recently hung up his boots after a
glorious career in which he won the UEFA
Champions League three times and the Africa
Cup of Nations twice. He never won the prize for
the world’s best player, although he insists he has
no regrets. “No, because I won so many tro-
phies, I made so many dreams and for me that is
the equivalent of winning the Ballon d’Or. How-
ever, I do feel for my younger brothers who
came along after my generation.”

VOTING CLOSES FRIDAY
There are five African players on the 30-man

shortlist for this year’s Ballon d’Or, with the win-
ner to be announced at a ceremony in Paris on
December 2. The 180 journalists who will vote
for the successor to Luka Modric as winner
have until this today to do so. Among the nom-
inees are Senegal’s Sadio Mane and Egypt’s
Mohamed Salah, both of whom starred in the
Liverpool side that won last season’s Champi-
ons League.

Both finished just outside the top three in
FIFA’s The Best awards in September, as Messi
pipped Liverpool defender Virgil van Dijk and
Cristiano Ronaldo to the prize. Eto’o attended
that awards ceremony in Milan and, when
stopped on the red carpet and asked who he
thought would win, he cited the names of Mane
and Salah. A video clip of the brief interview
went viral. “That was an opportunity for Africa
to see a Sadio Mane or a Mohamed Salah on the
podium, and why not win it. They both had won-
derful seasons and it wouldn’t have shocked any-
one had they won,” Eto’o said.

The captains and coaches of all 54 African
national teams voted, but by no means all of
them gave their votes to Salah or to Mane,

who reached the Africa Cup of Nations final
with Senegal. “Why is there this hate between
us Africans? Why the misplaced jealousy? If
we don’t appreciate one another, others are
not going to do it for us,” Eto’o said. “It’s a
shame. If all Africans voted for other Africans,
we would have had several awards for the
best player.”

PREMIER LEAGUE STARS
After winning the Cup of Nations with Alge-

ria, Manchester City winger Riyad Mahrez has

also been nominated, as has Napoli and Senegal
defender Kalidou Koulibaly, and Arsenal and
Gabon striker Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang.
“Africa needs to show how strong it is. We are
lucky to have these good players, who scored
more than ten goals in the Champions League -
we had the top three scorers in the English
league (Mane, Salah, Aubameyang) but some-
how these young guys don’t have our support,”
Eto’o added. 

“I want to accompany them as much as I
can, defend them, protect them, because one
day it will be their turn to pass on the torch.
“That is what we Africans have not always un-
derstood, at all levels, and that is why we are
still trailing behind.” Prior to last year, Ronaldo
and Messi had won 10 consecutive Ballon d’Or
awards between them. Both are nominated
again this year, so would Eto’o be pleased to
see Messi, his former Barcelona teammate, win
it once more? “He is the best player of all time.
I was lucky enough to see him come through
and to have had a good relationship with him.
When I give my opinion on Leo even he tells
me I am not objective. “Everything Messi
does...he is a footballing god. I’d be happy for
him to win it again.” — AFP 

Eto’o: African players ‘not 
respected’ in Ballon d’Or 

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Norwich City v Watford 23:00
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FRENCH LEAGUE
OGC Nice v FC Girondins de Bordeaux 22:45
beIN SPORTS
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‘Western media dominate in Africa’ 

PARIS: Former Cameroonian forward Samuel Eto’o
poses during a photo session in Paris. — AFP 

Infantino planning 
Iran visit for game 
with female fans
LAUSANNE: FIFA president Gianni Infantino plans to attend
a league game in Iran where female fans will be allowed to
attend. Infantino recently wrote to the Iranian football fed-
eration expressing his intention to travel to Iran and watch a
game with women present, according to a source. For the
first time in 40 years, several thousand women were able to
watch Iran’s 2022 World Cup qualifier against Cambodia on
October 10 at the Azadi Stadium in Tehran.

Since the Islamic revolution in 1979, the country has
barred female spectators from entering football and other
sports stadiums, with clerics arguing women must be
shielded from the masculine atmosphere and sight of semi-
clad men. FIFA, which sent a delegation to that game, said it
was looking “more than ever towards a future when ALL girls
and women wishing to attend football matches in... Iran will
be free to do so, and in a safe environment”. Another source
said that world football’s governing body hopes the process
of allowing women into Iranian stadiums will be “prolonged,
not stopped and not reversed”.

A FIFA delegation will have to go to Tehran in advance to
prepare for Infantino’s visit. The match on October 10 came
only a month after the death of Sahar Khodayari, who set
herself ablaze in September outside a court in fear of being
jailed for trying to attend a game. Dubbed “Blue Girl” be-
cause of the colours of the club she supported - Esteghlal
FC - she had reportedly been detained last year when trying
to enter a stadium dressed as a boy. Her death sparked an
outcry, with many calling for Iran to be banned and matches
boycotted. — AFP 

Wenger in talks with 
Bayern; Rangnick 
‘not interested’ 
BERLIN: Arsene Wenger is reportedly in talks with Bayern Mu-
nich to potentially become their new head coach while Ralf Rang-
nick, another possible candidate, is said to not be interested.
Wenger, 70, gave an evasive answer when broadcaster beIn
Sports directly asked him about working at Bayern, who dis-
missed Niko Kovac on Sunday in the wake of a 5-1 drubbing at
Eintracht Frankfurt.

According to German daily Bild, talks have taken place be-
tween Wenger and Bayern with club chairman Karl-Heinz Rum-
menigge leading the search to find Kovac’s replacement. Wenger,
who speaks fluent German, coached Arsenal from October 1996
until May 2018 and said that he misses some aspects of coaching.
While Wenger has enjoyed his year away from football, the satis-
faction of winning matches and preparing players is “something
you miss, of course,” said the Frenchman.

Meanwhile, Rangnick, currently head of sport and development
at Red Bull and the previous sports director at Bundesliga side
RB Leipzig, is reportedly the latest big name to turn Bayern down.
“Ralf is not available. We don’t believe that what Ralf Rangnick is
all about is currently being sought by Bayern,” Rangnick’s man-
ager Marc Kosicke told Bild. “That why it doesn’t make sense to
hold concrete talks.” Rangnick joins Ajax coach Erik ten Hag and
Paris Saint-Germain boss Thomas Tuchel by stating they will not
leave their current jobs this season.

On Tuesday, club president Uli Hoeness said they expected to
be able to name a new coach in time for Bayern’s trip to Fortuna
Duesseldorf on November 23. Former Real Madrid and Manches-
ter United manager Jose Mourinho and ex-Juventus coach Mas-
similiano Allegri have also been linked to the job by the German
media. Former Germany assistant coach Hansi Flick took over as

interim coach for Wednesday’s 2-0 Champions League win at
home to Olympiakos. 

He will also oversee tomorrow’s Bundesliga match against
second-placed Dortmund at the Allianz Arena. Bayern are
currently fourth in the table. Before kick-off on Wednesday,
director of sport Hasan Salihamidzic refused to confirm
whether Wenger and Rangnick have been approached. “We
don’t comment on rumors,” said Salihamidzic. However, he re-
vealed Flick could stay on longer as caretaker coach should
their preferred candidate only be available next season.
“We’ll see. I am glad Hansi Flick is here. At the moment he is
the right coach.” — Reuters


