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PHILADELPHIA: Donovan Mitchell recorded 24
points, eight assists and five rebounds to lead the
Utah Jazz to a 106-104 victory over visiting
Philadelphia on Wednesday night at Salt Lake
City on a night the 76ers lost guard Ben Simmons
to a shoulder injury. Bojan Bogdanovic added 20
points, six rebounds and five assists, and Joe In-
gles scored a season-best 16 points off the bench
as Utah halted a two-game slide. Mike Conley
scored 15 points and Rudy Gobert contributed
14 points, 16 rebounds and three steals.

Simmons had just two points in 10 minutes
before departing with 5:20 left in the second
quarter with right shoulder soreness. He ap-
peared to hurt the shoulder initially early in the
first quarter when he banged it against the body
of Utah defender Royce O’Neale. According to
reports, Simmons sustained a sprained AC joint
and will be re-evaluated. Joel Embiid registered
27 points and 16 rebounds but was just 5 of 16
from the field as Philadelphia lost its second
straight game. Josh Richardson scored 24 points,
Tobias Harris added 16 and Raul Neto had 11 for
the 76ers.

BUCKS 129, CLIPPERS 124
Giannis Antetokounmpo had 38 points, 16 re-

bounds and nine assists to lead Milwaukee past
host Los Angeles, which played without star for-
ward Kawhi Leonard. Milwaukee’s George Hill
came off the bench to score 24 points, hitting 6
of 7 3-point attempts, while Eric Bledsoe had 20.
Kyle Korver added 14 points for the Bucks, Khris
Middleton chipped in 13, and Brook Lopez fin-
ished with 11 points and 12 rebounds. Montrezl
Harrell, in his first start this season, scored a ca-
reer-high 34 points to go along with 13 rebounds
and five assists. Lou Williams also had 34 points
to go with 11 assists, while Patrick Beverley con-
tributed 20 points and 10 rebounds. Leonard sat
out his second contest in eight games because
of “load management.” Los Angeles has lost
both contests.

PISTONS 122, KNICKS 102
Andre Drummond had 27 points, 12 rebounds

and seven assists, and Tony Snell made all nine
of his shot attempts while scoring a season-high
24 points as host Detroit cruised past New York.
Markieff Morris supplied 22 points and five as-
sists for the Pistons, who were once again with-
out three of their top players. All-Star forward
Blake Griffin remained sidelined due to ham-
string and knee injuries. The team’s top point
guards, Reggie Jackson (back) and Derrick Rose
(hamstring), were also in street clothes. Julius
Randle led the Knicks with 20 points. Marcus
Morris contributed 18 points, while rookie RJ
Barrett had 15 points, six rebounds and eight as-
sists for New York, which has lost four straight
and seven of eight to start the season.

PACERS 121, WIZARDS 106
TJ Warren scored 21 points, and Indiana

downed Washington in Indianapolis. Warren
shot 9 of 15 from the field, and Doug McDermott
connected on four 3-pointers to finish with 19
points as seven Pacers scored in double figures.

Indiana’s Domantas Sabonis collected 13 points
and a career-high-tying 17 rebounds before
fouling out in his return from a two-game ab-
sence caused by a bruised left calf. Aaron Holi-
day scored 18 points as the Pacers recorded a
fourth win in their past five outings. Washing-
ton’s Bradley Beal scored 30 points despite
shooting just 1 of 12 from 3-point range. Thomas
Bryant had 20 points and 11 rebounds, and CJ
Miles added 15 points for the Wizards, who have
lost four of their past five.

ROCKETS 129, WARRIORS 112
James Harden, Clint Capela and PJ Tucker

recorded double-doubles as host Houston
breezed past short-handed Golden State.
Harden paired a game-high 36 points with 13 as-
sists to lead the charge. Tucker posted 22 points
and 11 rebounds while Capela had 19 points, 16
boards and six blocks. All five Houston starters
scored in double figures. The Warriors, down
three starters (Stephen Curry, Draymond Green,
D’Angelo Russell) due to injury, mustered an an-
swer to every Rockets run until Harden led a 21-
6 surge to close the first half. Alec Burks,
instrumental in keeping the Warriors within
range in the first half, scored 28 points in 31 min-
utes off the bench.

BULLS 113, HAWKS 93
Tomas Satoransky scored a career-high 27

points, and Chicago ended a two-game losing
streak with an easy win in Atlanta. Satoransky
entered the game averaging 6.5 points and had
not scored in double figures all season. On
Wednesday, he went 10-for-13 from the field,
4-for-5 on 3-pointers, and added seven re-
bounds and eight assists. Otto Porter Jr. scored
13 points on 5-for-6 shooting but exited in the
first half and did not return due to a left foot
contusion. The Hawks struggled without for-
ward John Collins, who was serving the second
game of a 25-game suspension for violating the
NBA’s drug policy. Jabari Parker, his replace-
ment in the starting lineup, contributed a team-
high 18 points, but Trae Young scored only nine
points and was 0-for-8 on 3-point tries.

MAVERICKS 107, MAGIC 106
Dorian Finney-Smith put Dallas ahead for

good with a 3-pointer with 3:36 remaining, and
the Mavericks drew two charging calls on Or-
lando’s Aaron Gordon in the final seconds to
preserve a victory over the visiting Magic.
Luka Doncic capped a 27-point effort with a
pair of free throws with 2:31 remaining to give
the Mavericks a 107-102 lead. Dallas didn’t
score again, including two missed free throws
by Seth Curry with a chance to extend a 107-
106 advantage with seven seconds left, but Or-
lando couldn’t take advantage. Gordon scored
23 points, and the Magic got 19 points, 11 re-
bounds and seven assists from Nikola Vucevic.
Jonathan Isaac added 13 points, 10 rebounds,
five assists, four steals and six blocks.

RAPTORS 124, KINGS 120
Kyle Lowry scored 24 points, Pascal

Siakam added 23 points and 13 rebounds, and

Toronto defeated visiting Sacramento. Serge
Ibaka scored 21 points, OG Anunoby con-
tributed a season-best 18 points, and Marc
Gasol and Fred VanVleet each had 12 for the
Raptors. Harrison Barnes led Sacramento with
26 points. Bogdan Bogdanovic added 22
points off the bench, and Buddy Hield scored
21 for the Kings, who tied a franchise record
with 20 made 3-pointers.

GRIZZLIES 137, TIMBERWOLVES 121
Dillon Brooks and Jae Crowder combined to

make nine 3-pointers, and Ja Morant helped put
the game away in the fourth as host Memphis
topped Minnesota. The Grizzlies snapped a
three-game losing skid in a game they led virtu-
ally wire to wire. A season-high 37-point first
quarter set them on their way. Brooks scored 31
points, Morant had 26, and Crowder and Brandon
Clarke contributed 18 apiece. The Timberwolves
stayed within striking distance much of the game
paced by Andrew Wiggins’ 30 points. Karl-An-
thony Towns 25 points and 13 rebounds in his re-
turn from a two-game suspension. — Reuters

76ers lose game to Jazz 
and Simmons to injury

SAN ANTONIO: James Harden #13 of the Houston Rockets shoots the ball against the Golden
State Warriors on November 6, 2019 at the Toyota Center in San Antonio, Texas. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: Two former Indian Premier
League players have been arrested for spot-
fixing in a scandal-ridden regional tourna-
ment, police said yesterday.
Wicketkeeper-batsman CM Gautam and
Abrar Kazi were arrested in Bangalore by a
special unit investigating corruption and fix-
ing in the Karnataka Premier League. Gau-
tam, the 33-year-old former captain of
Bellary Tuskers, and teammate Kazi al-
legedly accepted $28,000 each for “slow
batting” in this year’s tournament final
against Hubli Tigers. The Tuskers lost the
game by eight runs.

“The Central Crime Branch has made two
important arrests in the KPL spot-fixing
scandal,” Sandeep Patil, Joint Commissioner
of Police, told AFP, naming Gautam and Kazi.
“They did spot-fixing in the KPL 2019 finals
between Hubli and Bellary. They were paid
two million rupees ($28,000) for slow batting.
“Also, they fixed another match against the
Bangalore team. Further investigations are on
and more arrests will be made.”

Cricket has become a key battleground in
the fight against spot-fixing-illegal bets on a
certain part of the action, such as how many
runs are scored in an over. The KPL has been
under growing suspicion since Ashfaq Ali
Thara, owner of a KPL team and a side in the
Dubai T20 League, was arrested for placing
bets and a possible role in fixing matches.
Two more players were arrested on charges
of betting and match-fixing. 

The IPL, the world’s wealthiest national
league, was hit by a spot-fixing scandal in
2013 which resulted in two teams being
banned for two years. Gautam was in the
squad for Royal Challengers Bangalore,
Mumbai Indians and Delhi Daredevils in the
IPL. Kazi played one game for Bangalore in
2011. Twenty20 leagues around the world in-
cluding the Pakistan Super League,
Bangladesh Premier League and Dubai
league have been hit by fixing scandals.
Bangladesh Test captain Shakib Al Hasan was
banned for two years last month after failing
to report approaches by bookies. — AFP 

Harden scores 36 as Rockets rout Warriors

Two Indian players arrested in
growing ‘spot-fixing’ scandal


