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The veteran  French actress Catherine
Deneuve is in a Paris hospital after suffer-
ing a small stroke, her family told AFP

Wednesday. The 76-year-old screen icon who
made her name in such classic films as Luis
Bunuel’s “Belle de Jour”, Roman Polanski’s “Re-
pulsion” and Jacques Demy’s “The Umbrellas of
Cherbourg”, had a “very limited stroke which is
reversible”, her family said in a statement.

“Happily she has no loss of motor function,
although she will of course have to rest for a
while,” said the statement, issued on behalf of
her family by her agent Claire Blondel. Deneuve
is arguably the most famous French actress of
all time, having starred in more than 100 films,
most recently alongside Juliette Binoche in
Japanese director Hirokazu Kore-eda’s “The
Truth”. The actress had been shooting her latest
film, “De son vivant” (“In her/his Lifetime”)
when she was taken ill.

A source had earlier told the French televi-
sion news channel BFMTV that Deneuve was
suffering from “exhaustion after doing too
much”. As the news of her stroke broke, fans
took to social media to post get-well-soon mes-
sages and photographs of the star in her prime.
Known in her youth as the “ice queen” for her
cool, perfect blonde looks, the director Francois
Truffaut said Deneuve was so beautiful “that a
cinema-goer finds his happiness simply by look-
ing at her”.

#MeToo controversy
Rising to stardom in the 1960s during a

golden age for French film, cinema greats from
Bunuel to Truffaut, Demy and Polanski queued
up to work with her. She caused a scandal in
1966 by playing a bored middle-class housewife
who becomes a prostitute in her spare time in
“Belle de Jour”. Five years later she made global
headlines again by signing a petition with 342
other French women artists and intellectuals

who admitted they had undergone illegal abor-
tions.

Deneuve, who is a fixture of Paris fashion
week front rows, was also a muse for her friend
the legendary fashion designer Yves Saint Lau-
rent, who saw her as the model of the liberated
modern woman. Despite her trailblazing support
of abortion rights, Deneuve has frequently
clashed with feminists, attacking the #MeToo
movement last year as a “puritanical witch-
hunt”.

An open letter she signed with 100 other
prominent French women defending men’s right
to “hit on” women caused uproar, although she
later attempted to distance herself from some of
its signatories. She has also been a staunch de-
fender of her friend Polanski, who is wanted in
the US after being convicted of raping a 13-
year-old girl in the 1970s.

While her extraordinary good looks un-
doubtedly helped to propel her to fame,
Deneuve widened her range as she grew older,
turning out a line of memorable roles, including
in Lars von Trier’s “Dancer in the Dark”. She also
picked up rave reviews for her portrayal of a re-
covering alcoholic in “Place Vendome” (1998)
and her role as a runaway grandmother in the
2013 road movie “On My Way”. Her biographer
Alexandre Fache said that over the years
Deneuve has come to personify France, “its clas-
sical elegance, haughty charm and its innumer-
able paradoxes”. — AFP  

Six years ago, “Frozen” shattered box office
records, melted the hearts of youngsters
and spawned a franchise so popular Dis-

ney was never likely to let it go. And so Queen
Elsa and Princess Anna return this month in
“Frozen II”-a sequel its creators promise will be
“even bigger and more epic,” with its world pre-
miere taking place in Los Angeles Thursday
night.

Inspired by Hans Christian Andersen’s “The
Snow Queen,” the original followed Anna on her
journey to find sister Elsa, whose hard-to-con-
trol icy powers had trapped their kingdom in
eternal winter. The sequel, out November 22, ex-
plores the royal family’s backstory and promises
to answer fans’ questions, including the source
of Elsa’s formidable magic. “That one question
was just the beginning though,” returning direc-
tor Jennifer Lee told Disney’s recent D23 fan
convention.

“Why was Anna born the way she was?
Where were their parents really going when that
ship went down? Is there really such a thing as
happily ever after?” After a prologue set in the
past, “Frozen II” sees a mysterious voice return
to haunt grown-up Elsa. It urges her to leave her
happy castle and embark upon a new, perilous
quest to a far-away enchanted forest. The first
“Frozen” (2013) reigned as the top-grossing an-
imated film of all time, taking nearly $1.3 bn
worldwide, until this year’s “Lion King” remake
came along to steal its crown. “It became an ab-
solute phenomenon-the music, the characters,
the stories really resonated,” said Paul Der-
garabedian, senior media analyst with Comscore.

At least $1 billion
The movie’s success was all the more remark-

able as, unlike Disney’s highly lucrative series of
“live-action” remakes of classic animations,
“Frozen” was an entirely new brand. “It is a big
deal-it’s great to have your archive, to reboot
your beloved Disney” stories, said Dergarabe-
dian. “But it’s another thing to create something
out of whole cloth, and have it now become a film
that’s canonized within Disney as one of their
greatest franchises of all time.”

“Frozen” has since spawned a Broadway mu-
sical, theme park rides and merchandise from toy
figures to books and video games.  In a show of
the franchise’s importance to Disney, “Frozen”
creator Lee was promoted to chief creative offi-
cer of Walt Disney Animation Studios following
John Lasseter’s 2018 exit amid allegations of
sexual misconduct. The sequel sees stars Kristen
Bell and Idina Menzel-who sang Oscar-winning
showstopper “Let It Go”-return, as do the orig-
inal songwriters.

Joining the starry voice cast are Sterling K
Brown (“This Is Us”) as a soldier trapped in the
forest, and Evan Rachel Wood (“Westworld”) as
the princesses’ mother, shown in flashbacks. The
excitement surrounding the sequel “will catapult
it to a potentially $100m-plus opening weekend”
in North American theaters, predicted Der-
garabedian. “At this point, it would be almost un-
thinkable that it wouldn’t earn at least $1 billion
worldwide.”— AFP

Georgian far right 
threatens home 
premiere of hit 
gay movie

After winning accolades abroad, a Geor-
gian movie about gay love is drawing
threats at home, with far-right groups

threatening to block Friday’s premiere in the
conservative Caucasian nation. “And Then We
Danced”, a joint Swedish, Georgian and French
production, tells the story of Merab, a young
dancer with a traditional Georgian ballet com-
pany who falls in love with fellow dancer and
rival Irakli.

“The film is about finding your own place in
a culture that doesn’t want to accept you,” di-
rector Levan Akin told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation by phone, describing the picture as
a “love letter” to Georgia and its traditions. “It
is absurd that people who bought tickets need
to be brave and risk getting harassed or even
assaulted just for going to see a film,” the 39-
year-old who was born in Sweden to parents
of Georgian descent added in a social media
post.

The movie premiered at Cannes in France in
May and has since bagged awards at film fes-
tivals around the world, including Chicago,
Sarajevo and Odessa, with Sweden selecting it
as its official entry for the Oscars next year. But
reception has been mixed in the ex-Soviet state
of Georgia, where same sex relationships re-
main largely taboo and where dance is revered
as part of the nation’s heritage.

While tickets for the scheduled three days
of screenings at a handful of cinemas in Tbilisi
and the port city of Batumi sold out quickly, the
influential Orthodox Church denounced the film
as an attempt to undermine Christian values
and legalize “sin”. “We find it unacceptable to
see such a movie in movie theatres,” the Geor-
gian Orthodox church said in a statement.

Earlier this week, ultra-nationalist groups
and anti-LGBT+ campaigners threatened to
disrupt showings and block filmgoers from
watching what they described as “gay propa-
ganda”. Georgia has witnessed a cultural clash
between liberal forces and religious conserva-
tives over the past decade, as it has modernized
and introduced radical reforms.

It has passed anti-discrimination laws in an
effort to move closer to the European Union,
but homophobia remains widespread, LGBT+
rights groups have said. In July, a small group
of LGBT+ campaigners held a short Pride
march in Tbilisi - a first for Georgia - despite
threats by homophobic groups to attack the
gathering. In 2013, a rally against homophobia

was broken up by a crowd of priests and thou-
sands of protesters, forcing participants to flee
- a confrontation that Akin said had inspired his
movie.

Gvantsa Garmelia, marketing director at
Tbilisi cinema chain Cavea, said the company,
along with authorities, was taking extra secu-
rity measures. “We knew this would be (a) po-
larizing topic, especially for radical parts of
(the) Tbilisi population,” she said. “We were
hoping that our society had grown more toler-
ant and open to diversity.” On Tuesday, a coali-
tion of Georgian civil society groups called on
the government to condemn the threats and
deploy security forces outside movie theatres.

The interior minister urged everyone to
abide by the law. “The Ministry of the Interior
ensures the protection of public safety and law,
as well as the freedom of expression,” it said in
a statement. “The police will act within their
mandate and any violations will be immediately
prevented.” But activists said protests were
only going to increase public interest in a movie
that could help change perceptions.

“We are living in the 21st century, you can-
not block movie screenings. Even if you block
the cinema, there is internet,” said Tbilisi Pride
organizer Giorgi Tabagari. “The whole country
is going to watch this”. — Reuters 

In this file photo French actress and President of
the Jury Catherine Deneuve poses on the red car-
pet as she arrives to take part in the opening cer-
emony of the 45th Deauville US Film Festival, in
Deauville. — AFP 


