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All 39 victims found dead in UK 
truck confirmed as Vietnamese

Vietnam PM says tragedy has caused ‘endless pain’

KUALA LUMPUR: A senior Cambodian opposition figure was
detained in Malaysia as she tried to fly home for the planned
return of her exiled party leader, authorities said yesterday, in
another win for strongman Hun Sen. Members of the opposition
are trying to get back to Cambodia to support their leader, Sam
Rainsy, who wants to make a dramatic end to his exile this
weekend to mark Cambodian Independence Day.

But Hun Sen, an authoritarian leader who has ruled Cambo-
dia since 1985, has vowed not to allow Rainsy to return, and
sought support from regional neighbors to thwart the opposi-
tion’s plans. Mu Sochua, deputy leader of Rainsy’s Cambodia
National Rescue Party (CNRP), was held at Kuala Lumpur air-
port late Wednesday, Malaysia’s government said. 

Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad, however, in-
dicated that she would not be deported to Cambodia but sent
to another country, without saying where.  The former women’s
minister had flown in from neighboring Indonesia, where the
Cambodian ambassador had stormed a press conference she
was giving and attempted to get the event cancelled. 

Phil Robertson, Human Rights Watch deputy director for
Asia, told AFP that the 65-year-old’s detention was “absolutely
ludicrous and unacceptable”. “She’s done nothing wrong and
should be immediately released, and allowed to undertake the
consultations she planned with the Malaysia government and
civil society groups,” he said. “Malaysia should stand up to
Cambodia’s bullying of its regional neighbors to do Phnom
Penh’s dirty work in cracking down against the opposition
CNRP exiles.”

I Cambodia, Hun Sen said Sochua had been stopped in
Malaysia because authorities were upholding a tenet of the 10-
member Association of Southeast Asian Nations not to inter-
fere in each other’s affairs. “They cooperate with Cambodia
because we are members of ASEAN who don’t interfere in each
other’s internal affairs.” Malaysian officials said they had re-
ceived a request from Cambodia to send back some people,
but Mahathir suggested Sochua would not be returned to her
home nation, adding that authorities were “trying to find any

country that can take her”.
Asked earlier about the matter, Foreign Minister Saifuddin

Abdullah also suggested Malaysia would not bend to Cambo-
dia’s request: “We make our own decisions, not because of any
requests or any kind of interference from foreign countries.”
Earlier this week two other Cambodian opposition activists
were arrested in Malaysia as they sought to fly to Thailand, but
the country’s human rights commission says they will be
processed by the UN refugee agency and then resettled in an-
other country.

Rainsy has lived in France since 2015 to avoid jail in Cam-
bodia for convictions he says are politically motivated. He
promised to return for Saturday’s Independence Day, and
posted images of his ticket from Paris to Thailand, which neigh-
bors Cambodia and would be a transit stop. Thai Prime Minister
Prayut Chan-O-Cha said this week, however, that Rainsy would
not be allowed to transit through the kingdom.— AFP
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News in brief

Philippine ferry capsizes 

MANILA: Philippine authorities rescued dozens of people
yesterday after a ferry sank in rough seas, but search teams
were still working to confirm all aboard were accounted for,
the coast guard said. Rescuers plucked 59 people from waters
off the central island of Cebu, while another three swam to
shore after the vessel took on water and capsized. The mani-
fest showed 60 crew and passengers aboard, the coast guard
said, however it is not clear if the list was complete. Manifests
in the Philippines are often not a full accounting because pas-
sengers may stow away or captains can exceed the official ca-
pacity of their vessel. The vessel, Siargao Princess, was plying
a route near Cebu when its crew radioed for help, saying the
boat was in trouble. — AFP 

S’pore hotels use face recognition 

SINGAPORE: Tourists visiting Singapore can now check in
at some hotels using facial recognition technology under a
pilot program that could cut waiting times and help tackle a
labor crunch. Under the pilot launched Wednesday, visitors
will not need to wait to be checked in by hotel staff but can
instead use a phone app fitted with facial recognition tech-
nology or machines which scan their passports. The data from
the scan is sent to immigration authorities for checks after
which the visitor is issued a room key, said the Singapore
Tourism Board and Hotel Association, which announced the
initiative this week.  — AFP 

Seoul deports N Korean killers 
SEOUL: South Korea said yesterday it expelled two North Ko-
rean men after learning they murdered 16 crew members on their
fishing boat before fleeing to the South. The pair, both in their
20s, were questioned by South Korean authorities after being
found on Saturday near the maritime border in the East Sea, also
known as the Sea of Japan. But the investigation concluded that
the men had killed 16 fellow fishermen on their boat and then
fled to South Korea, Seoul’s unification ministry said. —AFP

N Korea slams Japan’s Abe 

SEOUL: North Korea slammed Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe yesterday and warned he will never set foot in Pyongyang
after he condemned the North’s latest weapons test. Pyongyang
last week tested what it called “super-large multiple rocket
launchers” but Japan said they were likely ballistic missiles that
violated UN sanctions, sparking a colorful personal diatribe
against Abe. “Abe, prime minister of Japan, is an idiot and villain,”
said Song Il Ho, ambassador of the North’s foreign ministry, in a
statement carried by the official KCNA news agency. The Japan-
ese prime minister was “a deformed child” and “an underwit”,
Song said, accusing Abe of being unable to tell the difference
between multiple rocket launchers and missiles. —AFP 

LONDON: All 39 bodies found in a re-
frigerated truck outside London last
month have now been identified as citi-
zens of Vietnam, officials said yesterday.
Vietnam’s Ministry of Public Security
said it was now working to repatriate the
31 men and eight women discovered dead
in the back of the truck on Oct 23. The
tragic case has exposed the deadly risks
of migration to Europe, with Vietnamese
nationals among the many who try to
reach the continent illicitly on dangerous
journeys.

Nguyen Dinh Gia, the father of Nguyen
Dinh Luong, told AFP yesterday that offi-
cials had called him the previous day to
confirm his son was among the victims.
“Our hope now is the body of my son will
be brought home soon,” he said. In a letter
to the victims’ families obtained by AFP,
Vietnam’s Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan
Phuc said the tragedy had caused them
and Vietnamese people around the world

“endless pain”.
He vowed his government would work

with British officials “to soon bring the
victims back to the homeland, their fami-
lies and their loved ones”. 

Essex Police, the local force investigat-
ing the gruesome discovery, confirmed a
coroner had now formally identified all the
victims and their families had been in-
formed. “This is an important step in the
investigation and enables us to work with
our Vietnamese police colleagues to sup-
port the families of those victims,” Assis-
tant Chief Constable Tim Smith said.

The bodies were found in the early
hours of Oct 23 on a truck that had just
entered Britain on a ferry from Belgium.
Essex Police had initially said the victims
were believed to be Chinese nationals,
until several Vietnamese families came for-
ward to say they feared their relatives
were on board.

Vietnam’s Ministry of Public Security

said they hailed from six provinces - Hai
Phong, Hai Duong, Nghe An, Ha Tinh,
Quang Binh and Thua Thien Hue - which
are common feeders for illegal emigration.
Several families of the suspected victims
told AFP their relatives were seeking bet-
ter lives abroad, and they were now wor-
ried about how to repay thousands of
dollars of debt their children took on for
the ill-fated trip.

Vietnamese authorities have detained
11 people in connection with the deaths for
helping people travel abroad with the in-
tention of staying overseas illegally. None
have been formally charged. Meanwhile
police in Britain have charged the 25-
year-old driver of the refrigerated lorry,
who comes from Northern Ireland, with
manslaughter, money laundering and con-
spiracy to assist unlawful immigration.
They are also in the process of extraditing
another suspect from Ireland and search-
ing for others potentially involved. — AFP 

PARIS: Cambodian opponent in exile Sam Rainsy holds a Cambodiam
flag surrounded by supporters at Roissy-Charles de Gaulle airport yes-
terday during his failed attempt to board a plane for Bangkok. —AFP 


