
PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron said he believed
NATO was undergoing “brain death”, lamenting a lack of coor-
dination between Europe and the United States and unilateral ac-
tion in Syria by key member Turkey, in an interview published
yesterday. “What we are currently experiencing is the brain death
of NATO,” Macron told The Economist magazine.

The president’s explosive comments, appearing to question the
very future of NATO, threatened to send shock waves through
the alliance ahead of a summit in Britain next month. “You have
no coordination whatsoever of strategic decision-making be-
tween the United States and its NATO allies. None,” said Macron.
“You have an uncoordinated aggressive action by another NATO
ally, Turkey, in an area where our interests are at stake,” he added,
according to an English transcript released by The Economist.

Turkey’s latest military operation against Kurdish forces in
northern Syria was staunchly opposed by fellow members like
France, but made possible by a withdrawal of US forces ordered
by President Donald Trump. “There has been no NATO planning,
nor any coordination,” Macron said. And while NATO works well
in communicating between armies and commanding operations,
“strategically and politically, we need to recognize that we have a
problem,” he said.

“We should reassess the reality of what NATO is in light of the
commitment of the United States,” he warned, adding that “In my

opinion, Europe has the capacity to defend itself.” Macron said
that while “it’s not in our interest” to expel Turkey from NATO -
as has been urged by some politicians - members states should
“reconsider what NATO is”.

‘Strategic dialogue with Russia’ 
And he emphasized it was crucial to seek a rapprochement

with Moscow, which regards NATO and its expansion into ex-
Communist bloc states with huge suspicion since the alliance was
set up to counter the USSR. “We need to reopen a strategic dia-
logue, without being naive and which will take time, with Russia,”
said Macron, who is seeking to broker an end to the conflict in
Ukraine and has courted President Vladimir Putin as a partner.

He said NATO did not reexamine its future in the early 1990s
after the collapse of the Soviet Union and “the unarticulated as-
sumption is that the enemy is still Russia”. “So, the question about
the present purpose of NATO is a real question that needs to be
asked”, especially by the United States where Trump sees the al-
liance as a “commercial project”, he said. 

And Macron said he believed that Putin, for all the anti-Western
bombast from the Kremlin, would find his strategic options limited,
in the long term, to “a partnership project with Europe”. “If we want
to build peace in Europe, to rebuild European strategic autonomy,
we need to reconsider our position with Russia,” said Macron. He
praised the stance on the issue of Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor

Orban - criticized by many in Europe for being authoritarian and
close to the Kremlin. “He’s quite close to our views and has a key
intellectual and political role” in central Europe, said Macron.

‘Edge of a precipice’ 
The French president, seen by analysts as Europe’s most

prominent leader amid Brexit and the looming exit of German
Chancellor Angela Merkel in 2021, has sought to stand tall on the
foreign policy stage and implement a vision of reforming Europe.
But he said the European Union had been brought “to the edge
of a precipice” by a dwindling focus since the mid-1990s on the
bloc’s political integration.

“Europe has forgotten that it is a community, by increasingly
thinking of itself as a market, with expansion as its end purpose,”
said Macron, who recently blocked expanding the EU to include
North Macedonia and Albania. He also said he wanted European
nations to break the “taboo” against using deficits to stimulate
growth and investment, and scrap a strict limit on eurozone
deficits. Macron said it was a time of turmoil with Europe losing
track of history, a risk of the US and China becoming the sole
global powers, and authoritarian regimes emerging in its neigh-
borhood. “All this has led to the exceptional fragility of Europe
which, if it can’t think of itself as a global power, will disappear,
because it will take a hard knock,” he said. — AFP 
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Facebook 
controlling 
competitors with
user data: Report 
SAN FRANCISCO: Leaked documents from a civil
suit against Facebook show how the social network
aimed to employ user data as a tool for bargaining and
to manipulate competitors, NBC News reported on
Wednesday. Some 7,000 pages of documents reveal
how Facebook chief Mark Zuckerberg and his team
harnessed users’ personal information to reward part-
ners by giving them preferential data, while depriving
rivals of the same sort of information, it reported.

NBC said the emails, notes and other documents
dated as far back as 2011 and were supposed to be
kept out of the public eye pending the civil case in
California. They show, for example, how Amazon re-
ceived special data access after purchasing advertis-
ing on Facebook, while an app called MessageMe was
denied data after growing so large it became a com-
petitor, NBC reported.

While acting out of self-motivation, Facebook
planned to portray the moves as protective of user
privacy, the documents showed. The lawsuit was filed
by a now defunct startup called Six4Three, which
created a failed app called Pikinis. Through the app
users could find Facebook pictures of people in
bathing suits, but in order to work, the app’s software
had to be able to access the data of Facebook users
and their friends.

The suit accuses Facebook of abusing its power
over user data, although most of the documents filed
in the case have been sealed by a judge at Facebook’s
request. Facebook has been adamant that “documents
Six4Three gathered for this baseless case are only

part of the story and are presented in a way that is
very misleading without additional context.”

The social network contends that the suit by
Six4Three is aimed at compelling it to provide the
kind of data access that was taken advantage of in the
Cambridge Analytica privacy scandal. Up to 87 million
users potentially had their data hijacked by political
consulting group Cambridge Analytica, which was
working for Donald Trump’s 2016 presidential cam-
paign. Facebook has modified its data sharing app
policies since then.

Meanwhile a British parliamentary committee in-
vestigating whether Facebook was being used to ma-
nipulate election results published 250 pages of
internal Facebook documents from the Six4Three civil
suit late last year. The committee said emails showed
the social media giant offered Netflix and other pop-
ular apps preferential access to people’s data even
after it had tightened its privacy rules. — AFP 

Airbnb to verify listings
after deadly incident 
WASHINGTON: Airbnb said Wednesday it would verify all seven million of its
listings worldwide after a deadly shooting at one of its California homes fueled
fresh safety concerns about the lodging platform. Chief executive and co-founder
Brian Chesky said the home-sharing service decided on new steps as part of an
effort to instill more trust in Airbnb. “By December 15, 2020, every home and
every host on Airbnb will be reviewed with the objective of 100 percent verifica-
tion,” he said in an email to employees.

“We believe that trust on the Internet begins with verifying the accuracy of
the information on Internet platforms, and we believe that this is an important step
for our industry.” He said that addresses, photos and other details on Airbnb list-
ings will be verified for accuracy and that “those that meet our high expectations
will be clearly labeled.” The move is aimed at weeding out what Chesky called
“bad actors,” and referenced the case of a so-called “party house” in Orinda, Cal-
ifornia.

Five people were killed and others wounded in a Thursday night shooting at
the residence, which had been rented on the platform. More than 100 people were
present at the event, which was announced on social media.

‘Innovating on trust’ 
“We are not infallible,” Chesky said in a Twitter message. “We are a platform

built on a foundation of trust. We need to continue innovating on trust to make it
harder for the bad actors. The trust of our community is our top priority.” He said
the platform would set up a staffed 24/7 “neighbor hotline” where anyone could
call for safety concerns, and had asked for consulting from two former police
chiefs-Charles Ramsey, who headed departments in Philadelphia and Washington
DC, and Ronald Davis, who was head of the police in East Palo Alto.

He said that starting next month, Airbnb would rebook customers or issue re-
funds “if upon checking into a listing it does not meet our accuracy standards”.
He added: “Most hosts do a great job, but guests need to feel like Airbnb has their
back, and we believe this commitment is a necessary step in giving guests peace
of mind.” To address unauthorized house parties, Chesky said Airbnb would ex-
pand “manual screening of high-risk reservations flagged by our risk detection
models” to North America and globally. — AFP 

MENLO PARK, California: In this file photo taken on Oct
23, 2019, a Facebook employee walks by a sign dis-
playing the “like” sign at Facebook’s corporate head-
quarters campus. —AFP 


