
THE HAGUE: The International Criminal Court
sentenced Congolese rebel chief Bosco “Termi-
nator” Ntaganda to 30 years in jail for war
crimes and crimes against humanity yesterday,
the highest ever penalty issued by the tribunal.
Ntaganda was convicted in July of offences in-
cluding murder, sexual slavery and using child
soldiers in a mineral-rich region of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo in the early 2000s.

Most of the charges against Rwandan-born
Ntaganda, 46, related to a series of gruesome
massacres of villagers carried out by his fighters.
“Murder was committed on a large scale,” pre-
siding judge Robert Flemr said, adding that the
Hague-based court had taken the “particular
cruelty” of some of Ntaganda’s actions into ac-
count. “The overall sentence imposed on you
shall therefore be 30 years of imprisonment.”

But while the judges gave him the maximum
sentence allowed by the ICC in terms of the
number of years, they said that “despite their
gravity” his crimes did not warrant a full-life
prison term. Ntaganda, dressed in a blue suit and
shirt and wearing a red tie, showed no emotion
as the sentence was passed in the high-security
courtroom. An ICC spokesman confirmed it was
the heaviest ever sentence handed down to date

by the court, which was set up in 2002 to try the
world’s worst crimes. Ntaganda has appealed
against his conviction earlier this year on 13
counts of war crimes and five of crimes against
humanity - which saw him become the first to be
convicted by the ICC of sexual enslavement.

‘Held to account’ 
Human Rights Watch welcomed the prison

term. “Bosco Ntaganda’s 30-year sentence
sends a strong message that even people con-
sidered untouchable may one day be held to ac-
count,” said Ida Sawyer, deputy director of
Human Rights Watch’s Africa division. “While his
victims’ pain cannot be erased, they can take
some comfort in seeing justice prevail.”

A refugee from the 1994 genocide of Tutsis
in Rwanda, Ntaganda emerged as a ruthless
driver of ethnic Tutsi revolts that subsequently
convulsed neighboring DRC. Judges said Nta-
ganda was a “key leader” of the Union of Con-
golese Patriots rebel group and its military wing,
the Patriotic Forces for the Liberation of Congo
(FPLC), in the DRC’s volatile Ituri region in 2002
and 2003.

More than 60,000 people have been killed
since the violence erupted in Ituri, according

to rights groups, as militias battle each other
for control of mineral resources. The court
heard fearful villagers dubbed him “Termina-
tor”, after the Arnold Schwarzenegger film
about a merciless robotic killer, during two
bloody operations by Ntaganda’s soldiers

against civilians in rival villages in 2002 and
2003. Fighters loyal to him carried out atroc-
ities such as a massacre in a banana field be-
hind a village in which at least 49 people
including children and babies were disembow-
elled or had their heads smashed in.—AFP 
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Congolese ‘Terminator’ warlord 
gets harshest-ever ICC sentence 

THE HAGUE: Former Congolese militia leader Bosco “Terminator” Ntaganda looks on in the court-
room of the International Criminal Court prior to the verdict yesterday. — AFP 

‘Murder was committed on a large scale’: Judge

PARIS: French police evacuated over 1,600 migrants from two
camps in northern Paris yesterday, one of the biggest such op-
erations in the city in years, a day after the government unveiled
tough new measures to a “take back control” of immigration.
Around 600 police officers escorted the migrants from tents
where coaches transported them to reception centres, in an op-
eration that began under steady rain at around 6:00 am (0500
GMT), an AFP reporter said.

Police said they evacuated a total of 1,606 migrants from
two camps near the Porte de la Chapelle, sheltered under part
of the ring road round that surrounds the capital. Many of the
occupants, which included families with children, said they were
from Afghanistan or sub-Saharan Africa. “I cannot allow a dan-
gerous situation like this... all this cannot remain,” Paris police
chief Didier Lallement told reporters at the scene. He said the
operation, one of the largest in Paris since camps regularly
began springing up in 2015, “was decided in the framework of
the implementation of the (government) plan, it did not happen
by chance.”

The government of President Emmanuel Macron has vowed
to crack down on immigration, a move widely seen as an at-
tempt to keep rightwing parties from siphoning off voters
ahead of municipal elections next year. “We want to take back
control of our migration policy,” Prime Minister Edouard
Philippe told a press conference Wednesday, unveiling a series
of measures which he said aimed to strengthen France’s “sov-
ereignty”.

Interior Minister Christophe Castaner had warned Wednes-

day that the several camps housing up to 3,000 migrants in
northeastern Paris would be evacuated “before the end of the
year”. Castaner also said that 16,000 places would be made
available in three new migrant centres, an effort to keep mi-
grants from setting up new settlements. 

Awa, a 32-year-old woman from the Ivory Coast, said yes-
terday that she had been sleeping in a tent at the Porte de la
Chapelle since she arrived in France a year ago. “It’s raining, it’s
cold. I don’t know where I will go, but I’m glad to go because I
will have a roof over my head tonight,” she said, as she waited
in line for a coach, carrying just a backpack.

Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo said it was the 59th operation to
clear migrant camps since 2015, when hundreds of thousands
of people fleeing war and misery in Asia, the Middle East and
Africa headed for Europe. “Each time we’re told they won’t
come back,” Hidalgo, who has clashed with the government
over who is responsible for finding a solution to the migrant
camps, told journalists yestrday.—AFP 

GIRONA, Spain: After numerous protests in the Catalan separatist
stronghold of Girona, Carla Costa is mulling other ways of attack-
ing Spain, including the idea of voting radical pro-independence
MPs into parliament to act as a Trojan Horse. “We have to attack
on all fronts,” explains the 22-year-old student who has multiple
piercings and lives in this northeastern town about 100 km north-
east of Barcelona. “We must get to the heart of the beast and de-
stroy it from within.”

And that is why, during Sunday’s general election, she will vote
for the radical anti-capitalist CUP (Popular Unity Candidacy), the
most extreme faction within the Catalan separatist movement.
When Spaniards return to the ballot box on November 10, it will
be their fourth general election in as many years and the latest bid
to put an end to the deadlock ensnaring Spanish politics.

The CUP is contesting a national election for the first time, with
the tiny regional party hoping to capitalize on unrest unleashed
last month when Spain jailed nine Catalan separatist leaders over
a failed 2017 independence bid. Like Barcelona and other cities
in Catalonia, Girona was caught up in a wave of mass protests,
which saw thousands peacefully demonstrate by day before chaos
would erupt at night, with masked youths fighting running battles
with police.

Best known for its Gothic cathedral and medieval streets fea-
tured in the global TV phenomenon “Game of Thrones”, Girona
was where veteran independence advocate Carles Puigdemont
served as mayor before going on to become the Catalan regional
president. Two years ago, Puigdemont staged an ill-fated refer-
endum and issued a short-lived independence declaration in de-
fiance of Madrid, triggering Spain’s worst political crisis in
decades.—AFP 
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PARIS: A policeman takes away a baby stroller as migrants are
evacuated by the police and gendarmerie yesterday. — AFP 


