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BEIRUT: Thousands of students took to the
streets across Lebanon yesterday to demand a
better future as anti-government protests now
entering their fourth week continued to spread.
Pupils carrying their schoolbags picked up the
baton from thousands of women who ignited the
main protest site in Beirut on Wednesday evening
by banging pots and pans to demand their rights.
In Tripoli, where mobilization has been relentless
since the protests erupted on Oct 17, demonstra-
tors planned to take down the giant portraits of
politicians plastered all over the city’s buildings.

Grievances initially focused on poor infra-
structure and abysmal public services quickly
grew into an unprecedented nationwide push to
drive out an elite protesters say has ruled the
country like a cartel for decades. Thousands of
university and high school students streamed into
the streets of Beirut and other towns to boost the
protests. “All of them, all of them are thieves,”
chanted one pupil, perched on the shoulders of
a schoolmate outside the education ministry.

Setting off colored flares and waving
Lebanese flags, students blocked off traffic to
demand the wholesale removal of the current po-
litical class and its sectarian-based power-shar-
ing system. “What if we had a young, educated,
ethical and competent political leadership?” was
the question asked on one placard.

Political posters 
“We go to school, we work hard and in the

end we pick up diplomas so we can just hang
around and stay at home doing nothing,” said
Marwa Abdel Rahman, 16. Youth unemployment
stands at more than 30 percent in Lebanon, from
which many young people were seeking to emi-

grate until last month’s rallies created a rare mo-
ment of national hope and unity in a country
often characterized by its divisions. What started
as a spontaneous, apolitical and leaderless pop-
ular movement, is becoming increasingly organ-
ized, with activists coming together to
synchronize marches and stunts across the coun-
try. After blocking off roads for days, protesters
have switched to preventing access to institu-
tions seen as the most egregious examples of
mismanagement and corruption. Students in
Tripoli blocked employees from clocking in for
work at the telecommunications ministry build-
ing. “We want to keep up the pressure on our
corrupt political leaders, who are not addressing
our demands,” said Samir Mustafa, an unem-
ployed 29-year-old.

Prime Minister Saad Hariri tendered his gov-
ernment’s resignation on October 29 in response
to pressure from the street. The cabinet has
stayed on in a caretaker capacity but efforts to
form a new line-up seem to be stalling, with each
faction in the outgoing coalition arrangement
seeking to salvage some influence. “They want
to name a prime minister from the old guard,
from the corrupt class,” Mustafa ranted. “We will
continue to block banks and key administrations
until the president and the parliament fall,” he
said.

Women lead 
The World Bank on Wednesday warned that

the failure to quickly form a government that
meets protesters’ demands could lead to an even
sharper economic downturn. President Michel
Aoun is reported to remain bent on keeping For-
eign Minister Gebran Bassil, his son-in-law and

arguably the most reviled politician among the
protesters, in a key position. For his part parlia-
ment speaker Nabih Berri, a veteran player
whose supporters tried to disrupt the protests
last month, has not publicly commented at all on
the protests sweeping the country.

In a country where weapons are widespread
and leading political parties routinely resort to
hired thugs, the protests - and attempts by the
security forces to quell them - have been re-
markably bloodless. On Wednesday night, thou-

sands of women staged a candle-lit rally on Mar-
tyrs Square, banging pots and pans with wooden
spoons to set downtown Beirut abuzz.

The commotion, broadcast live on several tel-
evision channels, turned contagious and for sev-
eral minutes residents could be heard across the
city chiming in from home with their own utensils.
“Revolution is a woman,” read one of the banners
in the crowd, which launched into a rousing ren-
dition of the national anthem, adapting the lyrics
to include women. — AFP 

Iraq crude stuck 
at field for third 
day amid protests 
KIRKUK, Iraq: About 90,000 barrels of crude
oil meant for export were trapped at a northern
Iraq field yesterday because transport routes
were cut by protests, an industry source told
AFP. Anti-government demonstrations have
rocked Iraq’s capital and its south, with sit-ins in-
creasingly targeting main roads and state infra-
structure - including oil fields - in OPEC’s
second-biggest producer. The Qayyarah field in
northern Iraq produces 30,000 barrels per day
of crude oil that is trucked to the southern port
of Basra to be exported, but sit-ins have sealed
off some of those roads.

A senior source at the North Oil Company,
which manages the Qayyarah field, told AFP yes-
terday that trucks were unable to carry out that
journey for a third consecutive day. “These
trucks usually transport the oil daily, but have
been unable to do so since Tuesday because of
what’s happening in Basra,” the source said. “I
don’t know when it will resume as it depends on
the situation stabilising and the roads being re-

opened.” Iraq is the fifth-largest oil exporter
worldwide, sending around 3.4 million bpd out
from its Basra port. 

A vast majority of that oil is transported
across the country via pipeline, and Qayyarah is
one of the rare fields that sends its crude by
truck.  The government’s budget is funded al-
most exclusively by oil revenues and analysts
have said a hit to exports could be “disastrous”
for the country.  Despite Iraq’s vast oil wealth,
one in five people lives in poverty and youth un-
employment stands at 25 percent, according to
the World Bank. — AFP

Ex-head of 
UNRWA denies 
wrongdoing 
ZURICH/JERUSALEM: The former head of
the United Nations’ Palestinians aid agency
who resigned in the face of an inquiry into
misconduct allegations has denied wrongdo-
ing and said his agency was the victim of a po-
litical campaign designed to undermine it. The
agency has faced budgetary difficulties since
last year, when the United States, its biggest
donor, halted its aid of $360 million per year.
The United States and Israel have both ac-
cused UNRWA of mismanagement and anti-
Israeli incitement.

Commissioner-General Pierre Krahenbuhl,
a Swiss diplomat, was replaced on Wednesday
pending completion of a review of “manage-
ment-related matters” at the UN Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
(UNRWA) said. “I have rejected these allega-
tions from the start and will continue to do so,”
Krahenbuhl said in an interview with Swiss

broadcaster RTS on
Wednesday evening.
“There is no corrup-
tion, fraud or misap-
propriation of aid.”

In a resignation
letter to UN Secre-
tary-General Ant?nio
Guterres, obtained
by Reuters, Krahen-
buhl complained the
inquiry “has been
fraught with
leaks...despite your

personal commitment to confidentiality”. He
denied what he called “the unfounded allega-
tion that I entertained a romantic relationship
with a staff member”.

Krahenbuhl said he was “above the politics
that have governed this entire process” and
was resigning “in the firm belief that this is in
the best interest of Palestine refugees, of my
family and myself”. He added: “A further delay
would only benefit those who have so actively
engaged in political, financial and personal at-
tacks over the past two years with the de-
clared objective to undermine UNRWA and
the integrity of Palestine refugees.” — AFP

Students take to Lebanon 
streets as protests grow 

Protesters prevent access to institutions

BEIRUT: Lebanese students from various schools wave national flags and shout slogans as they gather
in front of the ministry of education during ongoing anti-government protests yesterday. — AFP  

Pierre Krahenbuhl
UMM QASR, Iraq: An Iraqi protester walks past
burning tyres as others block the road to Umm
Qasr port during ongoing anti-government
demonstrations yesterday. — AFP 


