
MANAMA: A US-led naval coalition officially
launched operations in Bahrain yesterday to
protect shipping in the troubled waters of the
Gulf, after a string of attacks that Washington
and its allies blamed on Iran. The coalition,
aimed at warding off the perceived threat to the
world’s oil supply, has been in the making since
June. Iran, which has denied any responsibility
for the mystery attacks, has put forward its own
proposals for boosting Gulf security that point-
edly exclude outside powers.

Bahrain, which hosts the US Navy’s Fifth
Fleet, joined the International Maritime Security
Construct (IMSC) in August. Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates followed suit in Sep-
tember. Australia and Britain are the main West-
ern countries to have agreed to send warships
to escort Gulf shipping. The newest member, Al-
bania, joined on Friday. Vessels will be escorted
through the Strait of Hormuz, the strategic
chokepoint at the head of the Gulf and the main
artery for the transport of Middle East oil. 

Vice Admiral Jim Malloy, commander of US
Naval Forces in the Middle East, said Opera-
tion Sentinel is a defensive measure aimed at
protecting Gulf waters. “While Sentinel’s op-
erational design is threat-based, it does not
threaten,” he said during a ceremony at the
IMSC’s command centre. “We employ capable
warships on patrol, but there is no offensive

line of effort in this construct, other than a
commitment to defend each other if attacked.
“Our commitment to the region isn’t short-
lived, it is enduring, and we will operate as part
of Sentinel for as long as it’s needed - as long
as the threat looms.”

Most European governments have declined
to participate in the naval coalition, fearful of
undermining their efforts to save a landmark
2015 nuclear accord with Iran, which was badly
weakened by Washington’s withdrawal last year.
Animosity between Tehran and Washington has
soared since President Donald Trump unilater-
ally abandoned the deal and reimposed crip-
pling US sanctions.

On May 12, the UAE said four commercial oil
tankers - two Saudi, one Emirati and one Nor-
wegian-had been targeted by “acts of sabo-
tage” in waters off its coast. Washington and
Riyadh blamed Tehran, which denied involve-
ment. A month later, the Kokuka Courageous
was hit and around the same time another
tanker in the area, the Norwegian-owned Front
Altair, was damaged by three explosions, ac-
cording to the Norwegian Maritime Authority.
They were transiting through the Strait of Hor-
muz towards the Indian Ocean.

Then on Sept 14, drone strikes targeted two
key Saudi oil facilities onshore, causing cata-
strophic damage and temporarily knocking

out half of the kingdom’s oil production. The
attacks were claimed by Yemen’s Houthi rebels
who are battling a Saudi-led coalition, but

Washington and Riyadh blamed Iran, saying
the strikes were carried out with advanced
missiles and drones. — AFP 
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Erdogan vows to
‘open the gates’
to Europe
BUDAPEST: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan yesterday repeated his threat to “open the gates”
for migrants to enter Europe unless more international
support was provided, during a visit to Hungary yes-
terday. “Whether or not support comes, we will con-
tinue to host our guests, but only up to a point,”
Erdogan said at a news conference alongside Hungar-
ian Prime Minister Viktor Orban. “If we see that this
does not work, just like I said before, we will have no
option left but to open the gates. If we open the gates,

it is obvious where they will go,” Erdogan added.
Erdogan has called on EU countries to provide

more financial support for his plan to create a “safe
zone” in Syria where refugees can be repatriated.
Orban has been one of Europe’s most outspoken
opponents of accepting refugees and migrants, par-
ticularly from Muslim countries, and has backed Er-
dogan’s efforts to repatriate them. “There are four
million migrants in our country,” Erdogan said. “It is
possible that a serious number of those migrants will
migrate to Europe. “The safe zone we want to create
aims to ensure the migrants that are in our country
go back to their homes, their lands.” The EU strongly
criticized Turkey’s offensive last month in northern
Syria, which was designed to create the “safe zone”.
Erdogan said the EU’s approach was “far from being
constructive lately.... With that attitude, they only
harm their own interests.” — AFP 

Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Sudan set 
January goal 
on Nile dam 
WASHINGTON: Egypt, Ethiopia and Sudan on
Wednesday set a Jan 15 target for resolving an
intensifying feud over a massive dam being con-
structed on Africa’s Nile River, which has raised
fears of conflict over scarce water. US President
Donald Trump agreed to mediate among the
three nations in Washington at the request of
Egypt, which fears that the Ethiopian-built dam
would disrupt the river that provides 90 percent
of its drinking water.

After a day of talks mediated by Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin and World Bank
President David Malpass, foreign ministers from
the three countries said they would hold four
technical meetings on the Grand Ethiopian Ren-
aissance Dam. The ministers “agreed to work to-
ward completion of an agreement by January 15,
2020,” a joint statement said.

“The foreign ministers reaffirmed the signifi-
cance of the Nile to the development of the peo-
ple of Egypt, Ethiopia and Sudan, the
importance of transboundary cooperation, and
their shared interest in concluding an agree-
ment,” it said. Water ministers will take part in
the technical meetings, although the statement

did not spell out any potential solutions.
If the countries cannot reach an agreement

by Jan 15, they said they would refer the issue to
their heads of state or government or seek fur-
ther outside mediation, under the terms of a 2015
declaration issued at a summit by their leaders.
Ethiopia says the $4 billion hydro-electric bar-
rage would double its electricity and be indis-
pensable for a growing economy. Trump earlier
Tuesday sounded upbeat about the talks.

“Just had a meeting with top representatives
from Egypt, Ethiopia, and Sudan to help solve
their long running dispute on the Grand
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, one of the largest
in the world,” Trump tweeted. “The meeting went
well and discussions will continue during the
day!” he added. A US official said in October
that President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi had asked
Trump to get involved in the dispute when they
met in September on the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly. The Nile is a lifeline supplying
both water and electricity to the 10 countries it
traverses. Its main tributaries, the White and Blue
Niles, converge in Sudanese capital Khartoum
before flowing north through Egypt to drain into
the Mediterranean Sea.

Analysts fear the three Nile basin countries
could be drawn into a conflict if the dispute is
not resolved before the dam begins operating. It
is scheduled to go online by 2022. Discussions
between the three countries broke down this
year, prompting Egypt to call for international
mediation. Sisi on Monday described Trump as
being of “unique standing with the power in
dealing with conflicts... and finding crucial solu-
tions for them.” — AFP 

MANAMA: Newly appointed commander of Operation SENTINEL, US Navy Rear Admiral Alvin Holsey (un-
seen, holding scissors), Bahrain Defense Force Commander-in-Chief Field Marshal Sheikh Khalifa bin
Ahmed Al-Khalifa (center) and US Navy Vice Admiral James J Malloy, Commander of US Naval Forces
Central Command and the US 5th Fleet, inaugurate the operations center of the International Maritime
Security Construct yesterday. — AFP 

Vessels will be escorted through Strait of Hormuz

US-led coalition launches 
operation to protect Gulf 

BUDAPEST: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (left) and Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban
smile after addressing a press conference at Varkert Bazar cultural center yesterday. -— AFP 


