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TEHRAN: An Iranian woman speaks on her mobile phone as she walks past a fruit shop yesterday. ñ— AFP 

TEHRAN: Iran resumed uranium enrich-
ment at its underground Fordow plant south
of Tehran yesterday in a new step back from
its commitments under a landmark 2015 nu-
clear deal, raising alarm from Western pow-
ers. Engineers began feeding uranium
hexafluoride gas into the plant’s mothballed
enrichment centrifuges in “the first minutes
of Thursday”, the Iranian Atomic Energy
Organization said. The suspension of ura-
nium enrichment at the long-secret plant
was one of the restrictions on its nuclear
program Iran had agreed to in return for the
lifting of sanctions.

Iran’s announcement that it would re-
sume enrichment at the Fordow plant from
midnight (2030 GMT Wednesday) had
drawn a chorus of concern from the remain-
ing parties to the troubled agreement.
Britain, China, France, Germany and Russia
have been trying to salvage the hard-won
deal since Washington abandoned it in May
last year and reimposed crippling unilateral
sanctions. They say Iran’s phased suspen-
sion of its obligations under the deal since
May makes that more difficult.

The resumption of enrichment at Fordow
is Iran’s fourth step away from the agree-
ment. The United States called for “serious
steps” to be taken in response to the move.
“Iran’s expansion of proliferation-sensitive
activities raises concerns that Iran is posi-

tioning itself to have the option of a rapid
nuclear breakout,” US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo said in a statement. “It is now
time for all nations to reject this regime’s nu-
clear extortion and take serious steps to in-
crease pressure.”

Uranium enrichment is the sensitive
process that produces fuel for nuclear
power plants but also, in highly extended
form, the fissile core for a warhead. Iran is
now enriching uranium to 4.5 percent, ex-
ceeding the 3.67 percent limit set by the
2015 deal but less than the 20 percent level
it had previously operated to and far less
than the 90 percent level required for a
warhead.

Iran has always denied any military di-
mension to its nuclear program. It has been
at pains to emphasise that all of the steps it
has taken are transparent and swiftly re-
versible if the remaining parties to the
agreement find a way to get round US sanc-
tions. “All these activities have been carried
out under the supervision of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency,” the Iranian
nuclear organization said.

UN inspector told to leave 
A source close to the United Nations

watchdog told AFP that it has inspectors on
the ground in Fordow and would report
“very rapidly” on the steps taken by Iran.

Iran revealed on Thursday that it had with-
drawn the credentials of one IAEA inspec-
tor last week after she triggered an alarm at
the gate to Iran’s other enrichment plant at
Natanz, raising suspicion she was carrying
a “suspect product”. It did not specify what
the product was or whether it had actually
been found in the inspector’s possession. 

But it promised that its representative
to the IAEA would deliver a detailed a re-
port on the incident at a special meeting on
Iran held at the agency’s headquarters in
Vienna. At the meeting, the EU said in a
statement that it was “deeply concerned”
by what took place, but understood “that
the incident was resolved”. Reiterating the
EU’s “full confidence in the inspectorate’s
professionalism and impartiality”, the
statement called “upon Iran to ensure that
IAEA inspectors can perform their duties
in line with its legally binding safeguards
agreement”.

The resumption of enrichment at Fordow
comes after the passing of a deadline it set
for the remaining parties to the nuclear
agreement to come up with a mechanism
that would allow foreign firms to continue
doing business with Iran without incurring
US penalties. Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov expressed concern about
Tehran’s announcements but said European
powers should do their part. — AFP 

Iran resumes enrichment at Fordow 
Indian couple 
stoned to death 

NEW DELHI: Relatives of an Indian woman who married
outside her caste and fled her home to escape punishment
stoned her and her husband to death after the couple re-
turned to their village to visit family, police said yesterday.
The 29-year-old couple, from the same village in the
southern state of Karnataka, had married three years ago
against the wishes of their families and moved to Banga-
lore and other cities in the region, and had two children. 

But they returned to the village last month to meet
family members. “They were spotted by villagers on
Wednesday, who informed the brother of the woman
after which he gathered a mob that attacked the couple
and killed them with stones,” local police officer Guru
Shanth told AFP. “Three of the main accused have been
identified, including the brother and uncle of the woman.”

The incident is the latest in a string of so-called
“honor killings” which are rampant in rural pockets of the
country. They are typically carried out by close relatives
or village elders to protect what is seen as the family’s
reputation in a rigid caste system. United Nations sta-
tistics suggest 1,000 of the 5,000 such murders globally
every year occur in India. India’s Supreme Court ruled
in 2011 that those found guilty of such killings should face
the death penalty. — AFP 


