
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti government is currently preparing a list
of names of up to 4,000 non-Kuwaitis to be granted Kuwaiti cit-
izenship, well-informed sources said, noting that the list would
be announced sometime before the end of the year. 

The naturalization process will be made according to a law
passed in parliament and stipulates that the government cannot
give citizenship to more than 4,000 a year. However, the law does
not stipulate that Kuwait must naturalize 4,000 people each year,
explained the sources who spoke on the condition of anonymity.

Arab nationals
Furthermore, the law does not mandate the government to

grant citizenship exclusively to bedoons (stateless). “The list may
include Arabs holding other nationalities,” the sources stressed,
noting that candidates in that case include children of Kuwaiti
widows or divorced women who meet the conditions required

for naturalization, such as that the child must be born, raised and
educated in Kuwait. 

Further, the sources revealed that the list would also include
the names of five expatriate doctors “who have spent their lives
serving Kuwait,” in addition to bedoons who have worked for
Kuwait Oil Company and bedoon military personnel who took
part in the 1967 and 1973 Arab-Israeli wars, as well as the Kuwait
liberation war. 

Detainee in US back home
In other news, Kuwaiti citizen Yasser Al-Bahri, who is cur-

rently detained at the United States’ immigration detention, is
set to return to Kuwait on November 20, 2019, his brother Ab-
dullah Al-Bahri said. Speaking on behalf of the family, Abdul-
lah Al-Bahri thanked MP Abdulkareem Al-Kandari for “his
sincere efforts to help Yasser return to Kuwait after doing his
time in the US.” Abdullah also thanked Kuwaiti officials’ efforts
in this regard. 
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Five expat doctors among up to 4,000 to be
granted Kuwaiti citizenship before year’s end

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Firemen spent six hours before successfully freeing a
child’s hand that became stuck in a meat mincer yesterday. The
child was medevaced from Wafra to Adan hospital shortly after
the incident was reported. A Kuwait Fire Service Directorate res-
cue team then worked to free the child’s hand without causing him

harm. They were able to do so after six hours, after which the child
was seen by a specialized doctor.

1,058 counterfeit items
Customs officers confiscated nearly 1,058 counterfeit pieces

of various garments carrying trademarks of famous brands in a
shipment that arrived at Doha Port yesterday, coming from Iran.  

KUWAIT: Rescue team members help free the child’s hand from the
meat mincer. Counterfeit goods confiscated at Doha Port.

Kuwait minister’s
resignation accepted
KUWAIT: A decree was
issued yesterday ac-
cepting the resignation
of Kuwaiti Minister of
Finance Nayef Al-Hajraf.
Another decree ap-
pointed Mariam Al-
Aqeel as the Acting
Minister of Finance, in
addition to her post as
Minister of State for
Economic Affairs. The
decree indicated that the
prime minister would in-
form the National As-
sembly of the decision,
effective as of issuance.
Moreover, it will be pub-
lished in the official
gazette. Furthermore, the premier will inform the par-
liament about appointing Aqeel as the acting minister
of finance. — KUNA

Cleaning contracts
on council 
meeting’s agenda
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Municipal Council is due to discuss during
its weekly meeting on Monday a letter sent by Minister of
State for Municipal Affairs Fahad Al-Shoula concerning the
articles in the municipality law number 33/2016 pertaining
with cleaning contracts in various governorates. The meeting
is also scheduled to discuss an inquiry made by councilmem-
ber Abdul Salam Al-Randi about allegations that cleaners
steal manhole covers. 

Nayef Al-Hajraf

EU to help reforms
in Iraq as pledged
at Kuwait conference
BRUSSELS: The European Union yesterday called for the
rights of the Iraqi people to be respected and reiterated its
support to Iraq to deliver on its reform commitments. “The EU
reiterates its willingness to accompany the Government of
Iraq in delivering on its reform commitments in line with the
pledges made at the Kuwait International Conference for the
Reconstruction of Iraq in February 2018,” said EU High Rep-
resentative Federica Mogherini in a Declaration on behalf of

the 28-member Union. She noted that over the past month, the
people of Iraq have exercised their fundamental rights to as-
semble and express their concerns and stressed that “these
rights need to be respected, in line with the Iraqi constitution.”
Mogherini regretted that despite repeated calls for restraint,
there has been further loss of lives, a great number of injured
and destruction of public and private property. “The excessive
use of force against protestors is deplorable. The reported at-
tacks by armed entities against demonstrators undermine the
right to peaceful assembly and the expression of legitimate
demands,” she stated. “The European Union expects perpe-
trators of all violations to be held accountable. Dissatisfaction
as a result of earlier investigations regarding the violence used
during the protests should be addressed,” said the EU foreign
policy chief. She underlined EU’s support for Iraq’s unity, sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity, and inclusive dialogue as the
way forward. — KUNA

Six hours to free child’s hand from meat mincer


