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TORONTO: Thousands of passionate supporters
will be roaring and dancing in “Jurassic Park” outside
Scotiabank Arena during the NBA Finals while the
Toronto Raptors hunt for Canada’s first NBA title.

The special atmosphere for devoted fans
watching on a giant television screen on the west
side of the arena has become a gathering place
as Raptors backers from across Canada line up
for six or seven hours just for the chance to
watch games on TV with thousands of fellow
supporters. “These are the passionate fans,” said
Jay Prateek, who lives in a condo in a nearby
high-rise. “It’s crazy. It’s a lot of fun just because
the atmosphere is so much fun. You have the
chance to be part of it.

“People are coming from all over, from Lon-
don and Hamilton and other cities. You can
watch at a restaurant with a dozen people or so
or you can be out here with hundreds of peo-
ple.” It’s a sea of red-clad people waiting to be
thrilled by Kawhi Leonard and Kyle Lowry as
they lead the Raptors in their first NBA Finals
and looking to boo the defending champion
Golden State Warriors.

People queue for hours-around the arena and
through a tunnel to beyond the train station
bringing people from all over to Toronto-just to
make sure they have a place to stand in the area,
usually a parking garage exit area with a few ad-
jacent shops. The Raptors call it tailgating,
though it lacks autos or tailgates, but their slo-
gan says it all-”Where The Loyal Get Loud.”
Once security opens the area, fans rush for the
nearest spots to the big screen and the pre-
game television booths constructed Wednesday,

where shows will use the crowd as a backdrop
for their analysis of events. Those who don’t
make zone one have a chance at zone two, which
takes up the full block beyond the main staging
area, or zone three, with the city closing another
block further back to handle the masses looking
cheer with their friends and neighbors.

“Usually you come in groups and yeah you
will see poeple you know or old friends,” Pra-
teek said. “Some people are planning to get here
at 12 (noon) and the game is at 9. Nobody knows
for sure. We’ve never made it this far.”

There are drink and hot dog vendors in the
area to feed even the most carnivorous hungers
and thirsts. There was a line waiting Wednesday
when the adjacent Real Sports souvenir shop
opened-good luck getting any of the soldout
“We The North” selections-and the next-door
restaurant was packed ahead of a special event.

Greeters and sales clerks were happy to talk
about the event atmosphere, offering an “It’s
amazing” and “It’s incredible” before their man-
agers told them they can’t give interviews.

But Canada’s first fan, Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau, tweets his support, saying: “History
made! @Raptors, it’s time to bring that champi-
onship to Canada!”

And the Raptors recognize how solid their
support is when they see not only rap singer
Drake at courtside but the devoted who couldn’t
get tickets but showed up anyway, their celebra-
tion lasting all night when the Raptors advanced
to the finals but not resulting in any arrests.

“What you saw the other night, it’s only going
to get crazier from here,” Toronto’s Fred Van-

Vleet said. “It’s a city that’s very supportive,”
Raptors Spanish center Marc Gasol said. For
Raptors president Masai Ujiri, it’s a special thrill
to host the first NBA Finals games outside the
United States and to show off their faithful fans
while the world watches. “Unbelievable fans, the
support they have given us around the country,”
said Ujiri, who is from Nigeria. “There’s so much

excitement, passion, energy. “It’s going to be
crazy here for a few days because that’s the
mentality of our fan base. We know it’s across
the world. That’s something special about here.
We can reach the world easy from Canada and
we’re happy to be the global team that repre-
sents the NBA. It’s a really exciting time for us
and the city.” — AFP

Canada unites in ‘Jurassic Park’ as 
Raptors hunt for first NBA title

TORONTO: Fred Vanvleet #23 of the Toronto Raptors speaks to the media during practice and
media availability as part of the 2019 NBA Finals at Scotiabank Arena in Toronto, Ontario,
Canada. — AFP

Spalletti leaves
Inter Milan 
MILAN: Luciano Spalletti has left Inter Milan, the Serie A club an-
nounced yesterday, with former Italy manager Antonio Conte set to be
announced as the club’s new coach.  “Luciano Spalletti is no longer head
coach of the first team,” Inter said in a statement. “The club wishes to
thank Spalletti for his work and the results achieved together.”

Spalletti’s exit comes despite sealing Inter’s Champions League
berth for a second consecutive year on the final day of the Serie A
season last Sunday. But he paid with his job for failing to win any sil-
verare during his two-year spell with the Chinese-owned club, as the
18-time Serie A champions search for a first trophy since the Coppa
Italia in 2011.

Inter Milan chairman Steven Zhang paid tribute to the 60-year-
old who returned the three-time European winners to the Champions
League after a seven-year absence this season. “A coach, a teacher,
a friend,” Zhang wrote on Instagram with a photo of himself alongside
Spalletti. “You have always given your best, either rain or shine. This
2 years of adventure means so much for Inter and for me personally.
“We will never forget your dedication to this team, and we all thank
you from the bottom of our hearts. Once you are the coach of Inter,
you would be always my coach. Grazie Mister Spalletti.”

Former Italy and Chelsea coach Conte is reported to have already
agreed a three-year deal reportedly worth nine million euros ($10
million) plus bonuses per season to replace Spalletti. The 49-year-
old Conte will be officially announced as the new coach on Friday,
Gazzetta Dello Sport reported.

Conte won the first three of Juventus’ eight straight Serie A titles
and the Premier League and FA Cup with Chelsea. Spalletti took over
at Inter in mid-2017 having previously coached Zenit Saint Peters-
burg and Roma. — AFP

Southgate urges England 
fans to behave at 
Nations League Finals
LONDON: England manager Gareth Southgate has urged fans
to behave ahead of the Nations League Finals in Portugal, say-
ing the supporters are “part our of team”. Southgate, whose
side face the Netherlands in the semi-finals, with the winner
playing Switzerland or Portugal in the final, was speaking as
part of the Football Association’s “Don’t Be That Idiot” cam-
paign, aimed at highlighting the issue of anti-social behaviour
across English football.

A video shows extreme examples of unacceptable behav-
iour. Each incident is a re-creation of football-related scenes
witnessed in recent years both domestically and in Europe.
Southgate, who took England to the World Cup semi-finals in
Russia last year, asks supporters to be mindful of their behav-
iour. “You are part of our team,” says Southgate in the video.
“Make the country proud.” About 18,000 England fans are re-
portedly expected to travel to Portugal, which is popular with
British tourists.

Football Association chief executive Martin Glenn said: “It
has been a great season for English football and England but
we can’t ignore some of the anti-social and embarrassing be-
haviour that has crept back into the game.

“There are thousands of brilliant supporters wherever our
teams go, but there is an increasing problem that must be called
out.  We all have a responsibility to represent the country in the
right way and that is what we are trying to highlight.”

Britain’s most senior police officer with responsibility for
football, Mark Roberts, said he supported the FA initiative. “The

reputation of English football fans has been damaged over the
years as we often see a stag-do mentality where too much al-
cohol is consumed, which results in offensive behaviour and dis-
order,” he said. — AFP
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