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DHAKA: Desperate times call for desperate
measures and colourful cricket superfan Shoyab
Ali has had to deploy a full arsenal as he follows
his beloved Bangladesh around the globe. The 31-
year-old Dhaka car mechanic, known at grounds
worldwide for his distinctive tiger body and face
paint, has injured himself, paid a bribe and spent
his life savings to pursue his passion for the game.

But Ali insists there has been more gain than
pain, and he is determined to become a fixture
at the World Cup in England cheering on the
South Asian nation, who begin their campaign
against South Africa on Sunday.

Ali fixed the car of Bangladesh fast bowler
Shahdat Hossain who gave him a ticket to his
first game, which turned out to be a landmark.
Bangladesh defeated India by five wickets in
Dhaka even though Sachin Tendulkar ended his
long wait for his 100th international century in
the Asia Cup game.

“After Bangladesh won, I cried in the stand
for a long time. I saw the famous Indian fan Sud-
hir Gautam,” he said, referring to the India su-
perfan who also dons body paint in national
colours and has been seen around the world. 

“I decided I will be like him and watch every
game Bangladesh plays,” Ali said. Since then Ali,
who left school at 13, has missed just one home
game and not many abroad. It has brought an in-
nings of adventures. In his first match abroad in

2013, Ali saw  Bangladesh avoid defeat for the
first time in a Test in Sri Lanka when they
claimed a creditable draw. Before that match,
Bangladesh had lost eight Tests in Sri Lanka-
seven by an innings margin.

He arrived in Sri Lanka with just $250 in his
pocket and spent several nights sleeping in the
garage of a Sri Lankan fan. Bangladesh players
and officials gave him money for food through-
out the tour. Travelling to Zimbabwe the same
year, Ali left his visa support documents at
Dhaka airport.

In Harare, the Zimbabwean immigration au-
thorities decided to send him back. The tricks
started. “I bribed an official $10 just to let me
make a call. Then I called the Bangladesh team
officials to explain my situation.

“They were at the training ground and prom-
ised to see if they could help,” he said. “Then I
realised no immigration authority would send
back a sick man. “I hit a wall with my head to
make myself collapse and acted as though I was
unconscious to buy some time.

“After spending a night in airport, the
Bangladesh officials brought my documents
and took me to Harare.” Australia would not
give him a visa to go to the 2015 World Cup,
but now Bangladesh businesses are happy to
sponsor his trips and Ali hopes his presence
will help the team in England. “Bangladesh have

won most of the matches when I have watched
them. I hope I can bring similar luck for them at
the World Cup,” he said. Ali said he would con-
tinue using his tiger face paint despite warnings

that it could damage his health. “Many people
scare me with skin cancer stories... but I don’t
care. Nothing is more important to me than my
country,” he said. — AFP

Tiger feat! Superfan risks bribes, 
injury to see Bangladesh idols

DHAKA: This picture taken on May 25, 2019, shows Bangladeshi cricket fan Shoyab Ali gesturing
while waving a Bangladeshi flag atop a building after an interview with AFP in Dhaka. — AFP

Mohammad Amir fit 
for World Cup debut
NOTTINGHAM: Pace spearhead Mohammad Amir is fit and
available for selection for Pakistan’s opening World Cup
match against the West Indies today, captain Sarfaraz Ahmed
said. There was speculation that the 27-year-old, who missed
the last four matches of the one-day international series
against England earlier this month, might not be able to make
his World Cup debut at Trent Bridge.

“Amir is fully fit and available for selection for tomorrow’s
game,” Sarfaraz said in his pre-match press conference. Amir,
who missed the 2011 and 2015 World Cups due to a five-year
ban for spot-fixing, was seen bowling using his full run-up in
the team’s practice session.

Sarfaraz said he hoped the team could put behind them a
streak of 10 straight ODI defeats. “Yes, we have lost 10
matches but we have to forget that and start the World Cup
journey,” he said. Asked if he was worried about the short
boundaries and a flat pitch at Trent Bridge, Sarfaraz said:
“When we came here on the first day and asked the grounds-
man what is the par score he told us that it’s 480.”

Top-ranked England have scored 400-plus twice at this
ground, 444-3 against Pakistan in 2016 and a world record
of 481-6 against Australia last year. “Cricket has changed.
People used to think that 300 was a par score but it has
changed. We will have different pitches in the World Cup so
if a team scores 300-plus then the other team will also go
for that,” he said.

Sarfaraz said both Pakistan and the West Indies were un-
predictable teams. “It’s good to be unpredictable so all teams
are scared of you. Yes, we are unpredictable and we will take
that tag, so are the West Indies,” said the skipper. West In-
dies, who sneaked through last year’s qualifying round to fea-
ture in this year’s event, piled up 421 against New Zealand in
a warm-up match on Tuesday. — AFP

Pakistan seek Champions 
Trophy inspiration as 
West Indies loom
NOTTINGHAM: Pakistan will seek inspiration from their dramatic
Champions Trophy win in England two years ago when they take
the field in their opening World Cup match against a resurgent
West Indies today.

Pakistan have lost their past ten one-day internationals includ-
ing a 5-0 whitewash by Australia and 4-0 thumping by England, and
their problems were further compounded when they went down to
outsiders Afghanistan by three wickets in a warm-up match.

But skipper Sarfaraz Ahmed hopes his side will draw inspiration
from when they were in a similar position in 2017. “We will seek
inspiration from our Champions Trophy win because then also we
were losing and then lifted ourselves at the right time to win the
trophy,” Sarfaraz told AFP ahead of the game in Nottingham.

Pakistan had lost 4-1 in Australia before the tournament and arch-
rivals India whipped them by 124 runs in the opening game of the
Trophy. But Pakistan then beat South Africa, Sri Lanka and England
on their way to the final, where they thumped India by 180 runs.

“The boys are motivated and are eager to put these losses be-
hind them and by playing in England for a month we are well pre-
pared and you will hopefully see us doing well,” said Sarfaraz, one
of Pakistan’s only two survivors from the 2015 World Cup, with
left-handed batsman Haris Sohail the other. Sarfaraz will also hope
his spearhead Mohammad Amir-playing his first World Cup after
missing the 2011 and 2015 editions due to a spot-fixing ban-will
dismantle the West Indies top order boasting hard-hitting opener
Chris Gayle and the impressive Shai Hope.

“We know Amir is an impact bowler and he knows his respon-
sibilities and I am sure he will lift his bowling and get us early
wickets,” said Sarfaraz of Amir, who recovered from chickenpox
in time to get a World Cup call after being left out of the prelim-
inary squad. His form will be crucial for Pakistan-he has taken just

five wickets in 15 matches since his match-winning three wickets
against India in the Champions Trophy final.

Pakistan have only won three times in 10 World Cup matches
against the two-time world champions, including a thumping 150-
run loss at Christchurch in 2015. Andre Russell smashed a 13-ball
42 with four sixes and then took three wickets as Pakistan were
blown away. Russell smashed 54 off 25 balls and Hope hit a cen-
tury to propel the West Indies to 421 in their warm-up win against
New Zealand on Tuesday. That prompted all-rounder Carlos
Brathwaite to say his team can break the 500-barrier. 

“If you are asking me if we are capable of it, definitely we are,”
Brathwaite said. “However, in a real game you probably won’t have
the depth in batting at 10 and 11 that we had today. So you need
to be a little real about the target.” West Indies are also returning
to form after sneaking their way into the World Cup through a
qualifying round in Zimbabwe last year. They squared a one-day
series against top-ranked side and pre-tournament favourites
England 2-2 at home earlier this year before losing the final of a
tri-series to Bangladesh in Ireland. — AFP

NOTTINGHAM: Pakistan’s captain Sarfaraz Ahmed smiles during a
press conference at Trent Bridge Cricket Ground in Nottingham, cen-
tral England yesterday, on the eve of their first match of the ICC
Cricket World Cup against the West Indies.  — AFP


