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STOCKHOLM: Caster Semenya’s shadow will
hang over the Diamond League meeting in
Stockholm yesterday even though the double
Olympic 800 metres champion will be absent.
The South African announced Wednesday she is
launching a new appeal in the Swiss courts
against new rules that would force her to take
medication to lower her testosterone levels.

The issue of Semenya’s hyperandrogenism
and the rules put in place by the sport’s govern-
ing body to try to create a “level playing field”
seem likely to dominate the sport in a season
that stretches until late September when the
world championships take place in Doha.

“I am a woman and I am a world-class ath-
lete. The IAAF will not drug me or stop me from
being who I am,” Semenya, 28, said on Wednes-
day in a statement confirming she is taking her
appeal to Switzerland’s top court.

Semenya lost her first appeal, to the Court
of Arbitration for Sport in the Swiss city of
Lausanne. This highly polarising issue will be

especially highlighted in Stockholm’s venerable
Olympic stadium as it hosts the first Diamond
League 800m race since the new ruling came
into force. Not only will Semenya be missing
but the two women who finished behind her at
the Rio Olympics, Burundi’s Francine Niyons-
aba and Margaret Wambui of Kenya will also
be absent because they are all affected by the
new rules. Wambui told AFP this month she is
demoralised by the rule and is, for now, refusing
to undergo the testosterone-lowering treat-
ment. “I don’t feel even like going on with the
training because you don’t know what you are
training for,” she said.

Away from the legal challenges, Semenya’s
answer on the track has been to shift up to dis-
tances not covered by the new regulations. She
will run over 2,000m in Montreuil outside Paris
on June 11 before attempting the 3,000m at the
Prefontaine meeting in the US on June 30.

Some athletes admit they are disturbed by
the Semenya case. “The idea is not to be the best

by default because victory just doesn’t have the
same meaning in that case,” France’s Olympic
discus silver medallist Melina Robert-Michon
said. “Asking someone to take medication is very
intrusive for a woman but I can understand that
(Semenya’s) opponents wonder about her.”

On the track, the Stockholm meeting features
British sprinter Dina Asher-Smith, the fastest
woman in the world this year over 200m after
posting 22.26sec in the Doha Diamond League
meeting. She faces Elaine Thompson, the Ja-
maican who completed an Olympic sprint dou-
ble in Rio and who is gradually returning to top
form after an injury-shortened 2018. 

Michael Norman, the American 400m spe-
cialist who recorded a sensational 43.45sec in
April, equalling the fourth-fastest time in his-
tory, goes over the one-lap distance. Jakob In-
gebrigtsen of Norway, the darling of
European middle-distance running, faces a
high-quality field including his two brothers in
the men’s 1,500m. — AFP
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Wallabies to wear 
indigenous-themed 
jersey at World Cup
SYDNEY: The Wallabies will wear an indigenous-themed
jersey for at least one World Cup match, it was revealed yes-
terday, as rugby chiefs warned against writing off the team
despite poor recent form.

Australia have donned a shirt paying tribute to Aborigines’
role in rugby twice before-at home against the All Blacks in
2017 and away to England last year. They will do so again by
wearing their green, indigenous-themed alternate strip in the
World Cup group game against Uruguay, and are also press-
ing to use it if they make the semi-finals.

“I’m extremely proud and honoured to hopefully have the
opportunity to wear this in the World Cup,” said Wallabies
star Kurtley Beale, who is of Aboriginal heritage, in unveiling
the shirt. “It’s obviously a special moment, a pinnacle moment
for Australian rugby to be able to recognise and acknowl-
edge first nations peoples in such a beautiful jersey.”

More than a dozen players of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander descent have represented Australia, including Mark
Ella, Lloyd Walker, Wendell Sailor and Saia Faingaa. Indige-
nous Australian NBA star Patty Mills was quick to show his
support, with the San Antonio Spurs point guard changing
his Twitter profile picture to show Beale wearing the jersey.

Rugby Australia chief Raelene Castle, meanwhile, said the
Wallabies will be “underdogs” when the tournament in Japan
starts in September, but that the two-time champions were
ready to prove the critics wrong.

“There are some doubters but there is nothing like a
World Cup to bring out the best in our Wallabies,” she told
reporters. She said coach Michael Cheika, who took Australia
to the 2015 final, “has proven it is never a wise move to write
him off in a World Cup and don’t we all love a good underdog
story. “There is no greater challenge in our sport and it is a
challenge our players are preparing to meet head-on.” Aus-
tralia won just four of 13 Tests last year, and they will be with-
out influential fullback Israel Folau, who has been banned
from Australian rugby for homophobic comments, while
flanker David Pocock is  struggling with injury. — AFP

Caster Semenya

KSC unveils extensive 
training plans for 
Olympics progression
By Abdellatif Sharaa and KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait Shooting Club (KSC) is focused on preparing
the largest number possible of Kuwaiti shooters for the Tokyo
2020 Olympics, chairman Duaij Al-Otaibi said on Wednesday. At
an award ceremony for Mansour Al-Rashidi, who qualified for the
global games, topped the skeet rankings in Asia and achieved sec-
ond in world standings, Al-Otaibi said the club has outlined an ex-
tensive training plan ahead of the tournament. 

Al-Otaibi said “we as, board members of Kuwait Shooting Fed-
eration welcome guests and thank you for our presence, as you
continue your support to make those achievements”. He said
Kuwait shooting continued its achievements, with the efforts of
shooters and officials in the name of Kuwait in Asia and the world.

He said Kuwait shooting was able to secure the first qualifica-
tion in Asia and the Arab world for the Tokyo 2020 Olympics by
shooter Abdelrahman Al-Faihan during the Asian games in Korea,
then Mansour Al-Rashidi won the world championship and the

second qualification for the upcoming Olympics that was held in
Al-Ain, UAE then won third place in Korea last month.

He said all this comes from the support of HH the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and the government, along
with the Public Authority of Sport under the leadership of Dr Hu-
moud Fulaiteh. Al-Otaibi thanked former shooters who had rep-
resented Kuwait and made outstanding achievements, and hope
their successors will continue on the same path.

He said that “we are pleased to honor shooter Mansour Al-
Torqi, as he strongly deserve it, as he represents Kuwait shooting,
and will always get our trust, as we have youth who are able to
represent Kuwait who uphold Kuwait’s reputation and keep
Kuwait in a distinguished place in the shooting sport, adding that
Mansour is now no. 1 in Asia and no. 2 in the world.

Kuwait is the only country in Asia to have thus far been able
to qualify two shooters for the Olympics, the chairman said ap-
plauding the world skeet number two, who joins his compatriot
Abdulrahman Al-Faihan. The accomplishments were made possi-
ble thanks to the support of the Kuwaiti leadership and govern-
ment, said the chairman, who also reserved special praise for past
Kuwaiti legends in the international arena. 

Meanwhile, shooter Mansour Al-Rashidi thanked all those who
support the Kuwaiti shooting, and appreciated the club’s gesture
to honor him. The National Guard of which Mansour is a member
granted him a special promotion to the rank of master sergeant
for his achievement.


