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No cars allowed on Ilha da Paqueta - roll around on a different set of wheels instead

Nearly everyone who visits Rio has a favorite place to
escape from the hectic pace of city life. Whether it’s
Pao de Acucar, Floresta da Tijuca or Morro Dois Ir-

maos, the city is surrounded by tranquil retreats and stun-
ning views. However, there is one day trip getaway that
seems to be more of a local secret than tourist staple, the
mellow island of Paqueta.

Ilha da Paqueta is just over an hour’s ferry-ride away from
Praca XV in the city center; but once you step off the ferry,
you might think you’ve stepped back in time. There are no
cars, so visitors and locals alike traverse the island by bicy-
cle or electric golf cart. Many of the buildings have retained
their colonial facades, painted faded pastel pinks, blues, yel-
lows and greens.

During its history, Paqueta has seen its fortunes rise and
fall. Originally settled by indigenous Brazilians, it was
claimed by the French in 1556. After the French abandoned
their colonial interests in Brazil, rich Portuguese aristocrats
and slave owners populated the island, with Emperor Dom
Joao VI even reportedly holidaying on the island. Paqueta is
now home to around 3-4000 permanent residents, with
many cariocas visiting over the weekends for an almost-in-
stant change of pace from the sprawling metropolis of Rio
de Janeiro.

The island is small, around 1.2 sq km (0.46 sq miles) in
size, but it has a lot to offer the curious day-tripper or week-
end visitor besides its tranquil atmosphere and compara-
tively safe streets. The first thing to do is to get a bicycle.
While tourist golf-cart taxis and other means of transport
are available, the island is the perfect size for biking.

The main street directly in front of the ferry dock has ex-
cellent bike rental shops - like Paqueta Bike - that offer rea-
sonable rentals by the hour or for the whole day. Many of
the small hotels and Airbnb rentals will also offer a bike as
part of your stay. Two women pedal a foot-powered cart
through a street lined with pastel-colored buildings on Ilha
da Paqueta, Brazil

Finding the culture of Paqueta
The island may be small in size but it boasts a lively cul-

Tired of the bustle of big
city Rio? Head to tranquil

Ilha da Paqueta


