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ASpanish court yesterday started to examine a
paternity suit against Julio Iglesias brought by
a man who has already lost a case against the

crooner but who now claims to have DNA proof. The
75-year-old Grammy award-winner was not at the
trial that is being held behind closed doors. The ses-
sion was quickly adjourned as the judge wanted to
“assess a procedural issue” before examining the
case in depth, a spokesman for the court in the east-
ern city of Valencia told AFP. The case was brought
by Javier Sanchez Santos, 43, the son of Portuguese
former ballerina Maria Edite. “I want to believe in the

justice system... I just have to wait now,” Sanchez said
as he left court.

His lawyer Fernando Osuna said Edite met Iglesias
in Catalonia in Spain’s northeast, that “they were
together a week, in July 1975” and that “nine months
later Javier was born.” Osuna said Iglesias’s defense
team believes the trial should not take place as the
case has already gone to court and was dismissed.
But Osuna feels “a new trial” is justified as they have
“DNA evidence” brought from the United States by a
detective. — AFP

Spaniard tries again to 
prove he is Julio Iglesias’ son

Mr Carson, the much-loved butler in hit period
drama “Downton Abbey”, has lived through
the tales of love and tragedy that have beset

the British household during its six series on televi-
sion screens. Now he will recount his memories of
serving the Crawley family in a concert next month at
the Highclere Castle venue, where the award-winning
series set in the early Twentieth Century and its
upcoming movie adaptation were filmed.

With the show’s composer John Lunn on piano, the
Chamber Orchestra of London will perform music
from the series in “Downton Abbey Live” on June 22,
some three months before the highly-anticipated
“Downton Abbey” film is released. Actor Jim Carter,
who plays Carson, will host the concert in character.
“The (concept) is that Lord Grantham has asked him
to reminisce about his time at Downton Abbey,” he
told Reuters in an interview, referring to the series’
patriarch, also known as Robert Crawley.

“So he goes back and we talk about the loves, the
lives, the disasters, the tragedies, the fun of the whole
six series, which is linked together by the music.”
Lady Carnarvon, who owns Highclere Castle with her
husband, the 8th Earl of Carnarvon, said “perhaps a
few others of the cast” could join Carter on the day.

She said the building and its countryside setting
added to the show’s appeal: “The sense of reassur-
ance that this building gives us all because you can
look back in time, and there’s been a home here for
thirteen hundred years, so we’ve got some sense of
place and order.”   — Reuters

Mr Carson to recount
“Downton Abbey” tales at
Highclere concertWelcome to the whimsical,

sometimes tragic, wholly
musical world of Sir Elton

John. On Wednesday, fans lined up at
Alice Tully Hall in Manhattan’s Lincoln
Center donning their “rock and roll”
star-shaped sunglasses and colorful
wigs to celebrate the US premiere of
Elton John’s musical biopic
“Rocketman.” Before the film, actors
and filmmakers gathered on the red
carpet to chat about the film and its
impact on audiences.”[John] loves it,”
Taron Egerton, who stars as the music
icon in the film, told Variety. “He’s very
passionate about it, and that’s obviously
very validating for us. Although Elton
[John] gave us all his blessing and knew
exactly the story we were telling, he
kind of left us to it. It’s also very risky
because you don’t know how he’s going
to respond. The overall feeling, I hope,
is that it’s joyous and it’s a celebration
of his legacy.”

John and his husband, David Furnish,
produced “Rocketman” and the star as
well as his songwriting partner, Bernie
Taupin, were involved in the progres-
sion of the film. The biopic follows
John’s life from early childhood to his
American start at the Troubadour venue
in West Hollywood, Ca. to his drug
addiction and eventual sobriety. “I had
input all the way through the produc-

tion. It’s produced by Elton [John] and
his husband. It’s not like it was done
independently,” Taupin said. “We vetted
the whole process all the way through.”

Instead of a classical biopic, Furnish
said that they took a fantasy filmmaking

direction which reflected the musician’s
colorful life. Ultimately, Furnish wants
the takeaway to be filled with hope and
forgiveness despite hardship. “I hope
people take away a message of hope
and redemption. I think that Elton is
very honest about his struggles and his
humanity and the idea that you can
make mistakes in life and you can have
challenging times, but if you have the
support of other people you can pull
through them and go on to do great
things in your life,” Furnish said. The
original score, adapted by Matthew
Margeson with a 40-piece choir and
80-piece orchestra, allowed the com-
poser to bring John’s songs to life on
the big-screen. — variety.com

‘Rocketman’ team celebrates Elton
John’s legacy at New York Premiere


