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Wilde ‘absolutely’ wants
to direct a Marvel film 
Olivia Wilde wants to direct a Marvel film.  The 35-year-old actress

recently made her directorial debut with teen-comedy ‘Booksmart’
and she admits she “absolutely” would want to take control of a

Marvel Cinematic Universe film in the future, and follow in the footsteps
of ChloÈ Zhao who is set to helm the upcoming MCU film ‘The Eternals’
and Ava DuVernay who will soon begin work on DC Extended Universe
movie ‘The New Gods’.  In an interview with MTV International, she said:
“Totally yeah, absolutely. I think that it’s exciting that now women like Ava
DuVernay and ChloÈ Zhao are directing [comic book] films and it’s excit-
ing to think about what that will do to the franchise.  “I think it’s a proud
... I’m a proud member of the movement of female directors, and I don’t
think there’s any genre that should be off the table.” ChloÈ and Ana aren’t
the only women working in the superhero genre with Anna Boden co-di-
recting Marvel’s first female-led stand-alone film ‘Captain Marvel’ and
Cate Shortland set to helm the upcoming ‘Black Widow’ movie. Patty Jenk-
ins helmed DC Comics box office smash ‘Wonder Woman’ and has helmed
hotly-anticipated sequel ‘Wonder Woman 1984’. Marvel Studios met with
as many as 70 different directors before selecting Cate to helm the eagerly
awaited superhero movie and Marvel previously revealed they had always
wanted a female filmmaker to helm the picture.  

Dastmalchian hails
Villeneuve ‘greatest
filmmaker of our time’ 

David Dastmalchian has hailed Denis Villeneuve one of
the “greatest filmmakers of our time” after working
with him on ‘Dune’. The 34-year-old actor stars in the

sci-fi epic - a new adaptation of Frank Herbert’s novel of the
same name - and has revealed that the filmmaker just “brings
so much” to the project and he is “grateful and excited” to
be part of his “vision”.  Speaking to Cinema Blend, Dast-
malchian said: “I’m so grateful and excited to be a part of
Denis’ vision. I think that he is one of the greatest filmmakers
of our time and any time, and I believe what he’s going to do
here, it’s just going to take people to a whole other place.
“He brings so much. When you think about ‘Arrival’ and
‘Blade Runner 2049’ specifically, because those are the two
science fiction films that he’s crafted. You see his gift for
telling stories that are visually stunning, but that are also
rooted in really complex ideas and really fascinating char-
acters.”  ‘Dune’ - which is considered a sci-fi literary classic
- tells the complex story of a fallen noble family’s attempt to
control a desert planet named Arrakis and its export, a rare
drug called melange - also known as “the spice” - which if
taken can extend life, improve health and bestow limited pre-
science. Melange is also vital to space travel and the most
sought after commodity in the universe. ‘Bird Box’ star Dast-
malchian plays Piter De Vries - played by Brad Dourif in
David Lynch’s 1984 film - a Mentat human who serves the
Baron Vladimir Harkonnen (Stellan Skarsgard) and is ad-
dicted to the spice. De Vries is a human who is specially
trained to perform mental functions rivalling the computers
that are forbidden in this universe. 

Hudgens says Catwoman
is her ‘dream role’ 

Vanessa Hudgens wants to play Catwoman.  The 30-year-old actress responded
to rumours that she’ll be cast as Selina Kyle in Matt Reeves’ upcoming DC
Comics film ‘The Batman’ and insisted that she’d love to “make this happen” as

it’s her “dream role”.  Sharing a fan made photo of herself as Catwoman on her Insta-
gram stories, she wrote: “Okay. Who do I need to talk to make this happen lol #dream-
role. (sic)”  The ‘High School Musical’ star went on to repost a variety of fan-made art
with her as the DC femme fatale with captions such as: “@dccomics JUST THROW-
ING IT OUT THERE. Dream role lol. (sic)” The ‘Spring Breakers’ actress would be in
good company if took on the role as the feline-eque villain with the last on-screen
Catwoman played by Anne Hathaway in ‘The Dark Knight Rises’, preceded Michelle
Pfeiffer in ‘Batman Returns’. Vanessa could be acting opposite Robert Pattinson as he
is one of the frontrunners to pay The Caped Crusader in the film.  Pre-production on
the Warner Bros. and DC Films collaboration is expected to kick off this summer ahead
of a June 2021 release.  Armie Hammer has also been reported to be in the running to
take control of the Batmobile Reeves took over ‘The Batman’ directing duties from
Ben Affleck - who also stepped down from the role as the titular character in January
- and he will produce the motion picture with Dylan Clark. Should Pattinson land the
coveted role he will be the latest in a long line of huge stars to take on the iconic part.
Michael Keaton received critical acclaim for his outings in the cape and cowl in 1989’s
‘Batman’ and 1992’s ‘Batman Returns’ - both of which were directed by Tim Burton -
and he was followed by Val Kilmer and George Clooney who played Bruce Wayne
and his masked alter ego in ‘Batman Forever’ and ‘Batman & Robin’ respectively. Chris-
tian Bale took on the role for Christopher Nolan’s ‘The Dark Knight’ trilogy.

Kinnaman to return as Rick 
Flag in The Suicide Squad 
Joel Kinnaman will return as Rick Flag in ‘The Suicide

Squad’.  The 39-year-old actor is set to reprise his role as
the US special operations forces specialist - whose rela-

tionship with June Moone/Enchantress (Cara Delevingne) in
the first film was the driving force of the plot - in James Gunn’s
follow-up to the 2016 DC Comics ensemble movie ‘Suicide
Squad’. The ‘Altered Carbon’ star announced the news on his
Instagram account where he shared an image of himself
preparing for the role at a gun range.  He wrote: “Easing into
that squad preppppp (sic)” Joel will be joining returning cast
members such as Margot Robbie (Harley Quinn), Jared Leto
(The Joker), Jai Courtney (Captain Boomerang) and govern-

ment official Viola Davis (Captain Waller). Joel also joins Idris
Elba, who will play a new character in the sequel, rather than
replacing Will Smith as hitman character Deadshot as was first
believed. Producers on the film - which is thought to be a re-
boot of sorts rather than a direct sequel - and director Gunn
decided to move on from the Deadshot character and axe him
from the movie, with Idris instead taking on a new character.
As of the time of writing, it’s not known what DC Comics villain
Idris will take on instead, but reports claim that the decision
was made as bosses didn’t want to disrespect Will by replacing
him. The film is planned to start shooting later this year and is
slated for release for August 2021. — Bang Showbiz


