
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Friday, May 31, 2019

Friday 17

NEW DELHI: India’s Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was sworn in yesterday in front of cheer-
ing supporters ahead of unveiling a drastically
revamped Hindu nationalist government for his
historic second term. Modi was the first of more
than 50 cabinet ministers and deputy ministers
to take the oath of office at the presidential
palace in front of 8,000 people including South
Asian leaders, Bollywood stars and leading po-
litical figures. 

Modi, whose right-wing Bharatiya Janata
Party made history by increasing their majority
in a second straight landslide election win, was
to announce new finance and foreign ministers
as well as find a top post for his trusted enforcer,
BJP president Amit Shah.

Supporters in the crowd chanted “Modi,
Modi” as he walked up to take his oath of office

in Hindi. Shah was also greeted with loud cheers.
Modi was to announce his new cabinet in the
hours after the ceremony in the gardens of the
presidential palace. A new finance minister was
guaranteed after the influential outgoing minister,
Arun Jaitley, 66, announced Wednesday that he
would not serve again because of poor health.

Outgoing foreign minister Sushma Swaraj
was not among the group to take the oath
meaning she would also be replaced. Opposi-
tion leader Rahul Gandhi, whose Congress
party suffered a second straight humiliating
defeat, was among the crowd with his mother
Sonia, the former Congress leader. Media re-
ports said Gandhi, the son, grandson, and
great-grandson of Nehru-Gandhi dynasty
prime ministers, has told party leaders he wants
to stand down. — AFP 
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NEW DELHI: Narendra Modi, left, looks on as he sits next to Bharatiya Janata Party President Amit
Shah, second right, and Minister of Home Affairs of India Rajnath Singh, second left, before Modi’s
swearing-in ceremony as Indian Prime Minister at the President house in New Delhi. — AFP

Bangladesh madrasas 
told to appoint women 
mentors after murder
DHAKA: Bangladesh has ordered state-funded Islamic sem-
inaries to appoint female mentors to prevent violence against
women and children, an official said yesterday, after at least
16 people were charged with the horrific murder of a teenage
student. Activists say the killing of Nusrat Jahan Rafi exposed
a “culture of impunity” surrounding sex crimes, and that
those who report harassment often suffer a backlash. 

Rafi, 19, was doused in kerosene and set alight on the
order of the head teacher at her seminary after she accused
him of sexual harassment, and died in hospital on April 10
after suffering 80 percent burns. At least 16 people - includ-
ing the head of her seminary - have been charged in connec-
tion with the killing and could face death penalty if convicted. 

The grisly murder sparked outrage across the South Asian
nation of 165 million people, highlighting an alarming rise of
rape and sexual assault cases in the country. Saif Ullah, head
of the Bangladesh Madrasa Education Board, which controls
nearly 10,000 seminaries, said they have ordered each
madrasa to appoint a “woman mentor” as part of measures
to prevent violence against women and children.

The measures will “create awareness among students and
teachers,” he said, adding the murder of Rafi prompted the
authorities to issue the order. “All the female students will
have to contact their head of institution through this female
teacher,” he said, adding seminaries have been told to step
up monitoring on sexual harassment, gender issues and re-
productive health.

Last week Dhaka’s education authorities issued similar
order to all of the country’s schools and colleges as soul
searching continued following the murder of Nusrat. The
government earlier ordered more than 27,000 schools and
colleges to form committees to prevent sexual violence.
Maleka Banu, the head the Mahila Parishad women’s rights
group, said sexual violence had increased alarmingly across
the country - including at schools and seminaries - but there
were very few convictions. “Only three percent of rape cases
end in convictions,” she said. “In most cases no charges are
pressed against the accused,” she added, blaming pressure
from perpetrators, political interference and a lack of will by
the police to investigate.  — AFP

Pakistan arrests 
MP linked to clash 
with military
PESHAWAR: A Pakistani parliamentarian and civil rights leader
linked to a violent weekend clash between Pashtun activists
and security forces was taken into custody yesterday, officials
said. Moshin Dawar - an MP and leading member of the Pash-
tun Protection Movement (PTM) - had been in hiding for days
following the fatal incident Sunday in a restive tribal region
along the Afghan border where he was leading a protest
against alleged abuses by the military. “He has been charged
with murder, attempted murder, attacking law enforcement
personnel, disturbing law and order, and terrorism,” an official
in Bannu told AFP on the condition of anonymity.

Provincial information minister Shaukat Yousafzai con-
firmed the arrest. Dawar is the second MP to be arrested in
connection with the clash after PTM leader Ali Wazir was
taken into custody Sunday. The military said at least three ac-
tivists were shot dead in the incident after protesters attacked
their checkpoint. The PTM leadership disputed that, saying

at least 13 people were killed after security forces fired into
an unarmed crowd.

International rights groups have called for an independent
probe into the incident, with Human Rights Watch on Thursday
demanding a “prompt, transparent, and impartial investigation
by Pakistani authorities”. The clash follows months of rising
tensions between the two sides, with the military publicly
warning PTM leaders to end their criticism of Pakistan’s armed
forces conduct during their fight against militancy. 

Since bursting onto the scene last year, the PTM has rat-
tled Pakistan’s powerful military establishment, but a far-
reaching media blackout has kept news and images of their
rallies off TV screens nationwide. Despite the pushback, the
PTM has continued to demand action — including investi-
gations into disappearances and extrajudicial killings and an
end to what it says is undue harassment of Pashtuns at secu-
rity checkpoints.

Sunday’s incident occurred in North Waziristan, where the
movement is believed to draw much of its support.  The area
was once plagued by militancy, and Washington pressured
Pakistan for years to act against Islamist groups based there.
The army has carried out multiple operations in North Waziris-
tan and other tribal regions, and security - both there and
across Pakistan - has dramatically improved in recent years.
However, the PTM claims the operations came at a heavy price
because of alleged abuses. — AFP 

Indian celebrity 
jeweler Modi 
appears in court
LONDON: Nirav Modi, India’s fugitive jeweler to the stars,
appeared at a London court yesterday as his extradition battle
focused on which prison India would send him to. Accused of
involvement in a massive bank fraud that rocked India’s cor-
porate community, Modi, 48, appeared in custody at Westmin-
ster Magistrates Court and spoke only to confirm his name and
date of birth.

Judge Emma Arbuthnot, England’s chief magistrate, said she
wanted to know within 14 days which prison the Indian author-
ities intended to hold Modi in. Arbuthnot also said she wanted
to receive the opening note in the case within six weeks, after
state prosecutors, acting on behalf of the Indian authorities, said

it would be difficult to provide it within four weeks. Modi fled
India in February 2018 after being accused of having a central
role in a $1.8-billion (1.6-billion-euro) fraud involving Punjab
National Bank (PNB), the country’s second-largest public
lender.

Forbes estimated Modi’s wealth at $1.73 billion before the al-
leged fraud, placing him 85th on India’s rich list. Arbuthnot or-
dered Modi to reappear before the court via video-link on June
27. A further case management hearing was set for July 29, at
which the judge said she would be expecting to set a date for
the full extradition hearing. Modi’s lawyers indicated that it
would take them six months to prepare their defense case.

Modi owned luxury jewelry stores in several major cities
across the world and boasted celebrity customers including ac-
tresses Naomi Watts, Kate Winslet and Priyanka Chopra-Jonas
before his downfall. He was arrested in London on March 19.
That month, his art collection was auctioned off, raising $8 mil-
lion for the Indian tax authorities. The Indian authorities also
dynamited the billionaire’s seafront mansion. The 33,000
square-foot (3,000 square metre) property near Mumbai, be-
lieved to be worth $14 million, had been seized. — AFP 


