
ISTANBUL: Turkish warplanes and attack hel-
icopters struck targets in the mountains of
northern Iraq, Turkey’s defense ministry said
yesterday, adding that the military had “neutral-
ized” 19 Kurdish militants as its operation there
entered a fourth day. The ministry said two Turk-
ish soldiers died on Wednesday from wounds
sustained in a bomb blast during what it dubbed
“Operation Claw”, targeting Kurdistan Workers
Party (PKK) militants in the Hakurk region, near
Turkey’s southeastern
tip. Smoke rose from a
hilltop and gunfire rang
out as attack helicopters
circled in the sky in a
video published by the
ministry, which it said
showed the destruction
of a PKK heavy machine
gun position.

The ministry said
yesterday the military had “neutralised” four mil-
itants in the latest action, bringing the total to 19,
using a term that commonly refers to deaths, but
can also refer to those wounded or captured.
Warplanes also carried out strikes in border re-
gions of northern Iraq west of Hakurk, destroy-
ing PKK gun positions, shelters and ammunition
stores, the ministry said.

The cross-border push began with artillery
and air strikes on Monday before helicopters
landed commandos in the region. The PKK is
based in Iraq’s Qandil area, south of Hakurk. The
PKK launched an insurgency in mainly Kurdish
southeast Turkey in 1984 and more than 40,000
people have been killed in the conflict. It is des-
ignated a terrorist group by Ankara, the Euro-
pean Union and United States.

The PKK said on Wednesday three of its mil-
itants had been killed in
Turkish air strikes in the
Qandil region. Turkey’s
pro-Kurdish Peoples’
Democratic Party (HDP),
the third largest in parlia-
ment, said such opera-
tions created crises and
called on the opposition
to oppose the military
action. “At least 30 simi-

lar operations have been carried out with the
same aim until now. 

None have created a solution. They have
done nothing but consume the country’s re-
sources and raise the death toll,” it said in a
written statement. PKK leader Abdullah
Ocalan, jailed on an island near Istanbul since
1999, was allowed to meet his lawyers this

month for the first time in nearly eight years
after a hunger strike by HDP lawmakers and
thousands of inmates.

They ended their protest on Sunday in re-
sponse to a call from Ocalan. The move, a month
before a re-run of the Istanbul mayoral election,
had prompted speculation about steps towards

a new peace process. Ankara’s previous talks
with Ocalan on ending the conflict fell apart in
2015, triggering fierce fighting. Justice Minister
Abdulhamit Gul has denied the decision to allow
Ocalan lawyers’ had any connection with the
election or with any effort to launch a new peace
process. — Reuters
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Enslaved for decades, 
indigenous Indians 
freed by land titles
CHERUVUGUDEM: A man of few words, Chinnaguruvaiya
Dasari struggled to express the joy he felt when he was given
ownership of a two-hectare piece of land on the edge of the
Nallamala forest in southern India. After 25 years of working as
a bonded laborer in the fields of other farmers, Dasari recalled
standing at the edge of his own land feeling unsure about what
his next move should be.

A member of the Chenchu indigenous tribe, he considers
himself lucky to be one of only 20 people in his village who have
so far been allotted land by the local government. “We had been
fighting for our land for nearly 15 years,” he said, sitting in the
one-room school of his village in Prakasam district. “We have
participated in protests, submitted numerous petitions to stake
claim to land that has traditionally always been ours.”

The Chenchu are among India’s 104 million indigenous peo-
ple who are fighting for land ownership, a right that would pro-
tect them from getting trapped in debt bondage, one of the most
common forms of slavery in India, say human rights campaign-
ers. Banned in 1976, bonded labor continues in many parts of
India where people from poor, marginalized families are duped
into offering themselves for work as security against a loan they
have taken or debt inherited from a relative.

Indigenous people bear the brunt of exploitation as they are
often unaware of their illegal recruitment and spend the next six
months - or more - working to repay small loans taken during a
medical emergency or festival, rights activists said. “It is very
common for contractors to come into these villages, give some
advance (payment) and then take people to work as cheap farm
labor,” said Ram Prathap Reddy, field coordinator of the charity

Rural Development Trust.
Under the 2006 Forest Rights Act, at least 150 million people

could have their rights recognized to about 40 million hectares
of forest land, once the Supreme Court gives a final verdict on
an ongoing case. Meanwhile, across India, tens of thousands of
indigenous people - also known as Adivasis or “original inhab-
itants” - continue waging individual battles for small patches of
land to which they have an ancestral claim.

‘My children will get land’
School teacher Bhumani Manthana is on a mission to help

fellow Chenchus living in southern India’s Nagarkurnool district
apply for land titles and stop them being exploited as cheap
labor. The Forest Rights Act guarantees indigenous Indians the
right to inhabit and live off forests where their ancestors had
settled. But gaining that right is an arduous process, said Man-
thana. “Each application goes through six committees before
the government hands over land to a tribal,” he told the Thom-
son Reuters Foundation. V Sarveshwar Reddy, a director in the
tribal welfare department for Telangana state, where Na-
garkurnool is located, said the law gives indigenous tribes “en-
joyment rights” in forest areas.

They are allowed to cultivate the land but have to adhere to
certain restrictions on digging borewells and cutting down trees.
“Problems only crop up if they are in the core forest area or in
the tiger reserve zones,” he said. According to Reddy, over 300
people in Nagarkurnool district have been given land under the
Forest Rights Act so far. Chavadi Shankaraiyya is not one of
them. For him, the process which started nearly 15 years ago has
been tedious and frustrating.

“I have lost track of the applications I have written and the
number of times I have stood, hands folded, in front of officials,”
Shankaraiyya said. The only graduate from his village,
Shankaraiyya said all Chenchus traditionally had plots in the for-
est, but many have now lost access to them after their families
were evicted from the land and relocated elsewhere. “We don’t
have pattas (land titles) to prove ownership and getting them is
not easy,” he said. — Reuters

Millions at risk 
of child labor in 
manufacturing hubs
LONDON: Child labor is an “extreme risk” in one in 10 countries
globally, found an index yesterday, urging businesses to be more
vigilant about abuses in their global supply chains. Little progress
was recorded in key manufacturing hubs India and China, which
ranked 47th and 98th out of 198 countries in the Child Labor
Index, with North Korea in first place with the highest risk, said
research consultancy Verisk Maplecroft.

“The economic momentum of many countries is yet to trickle
down to the poorest in society,” said Oscar Larsson, a human
rights data analyst at the UK-based company. “Child labor is
still prevalent across many sectors and if countries aren’t taking
action it is up to companies to see they have the tools to ensure
it’s not happening under their watch.” There are about 150 mil-
lion child laborers around the world, according to the Interna-
tional Labor Organization (ILO), the majority working on farms
in Africa and Asia.

The ILO has said the world is unlikely to meet a target of end-
ing child labor by 2025, which is part of 17 global development
goals agreed in 2015 at the United Nations. The Child Labor Index
aims to help businesses identify and root out child labor in their
often complex international supply chains, where a lack of direct
oversight and many layers of subcontracting can conceal work-
place abuses. The scores were calculated by assessing laws
against child labor, the extent to which regulations are enforced,
and the frequency and severity of known child labor incidents. A
total of 27 countries - which account for more than 10% of the
world’s population - were found to have an “extreme risk” of child
labor, with Somalia, South Sudan, Eritrea and the Central African
Republic completing the top five on the index. — Reuters

ANKARA: In this handout photograph President of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdogan, right, shakes hands
with President of Iraq Barham Salih at a meeting at Vahdettin Pavilion in Istanbul. — AFP
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