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KHARTOUM: In unprecedented scenes in
Khartoum, hundreds of workers in suits and
ties alongside their neatly dressed women col-
leagues have gone on strike to protest what
they call Sudan’s “total economic collapse”.
The popular protests that have rocked the
northeast African country for more than five
months broke out over a decision to triple the
price of bread before quickly turning political
against the regime of Omar Al-Bashir.

They led to the army toppling the autocrat-
ic president on April 11 after 30 years in pow-
er. This week saw doctors, lawyers as well as
civil aviation and public transport workers
respond to the call for a strike from the lead-
ers of the protest movement still pressing for
the military to hand over power to civilians.

For two days, these white-collar workers
were on the front line of the protests, and they
were among the loudest to be heard on the
streets of the Sudanese capital. In Al-Mogran,
the business district in the western part of the
city, workers from various companies gath-
ered on Wednesday outside the central bank
following allegations that the army had
“attacked” its employees. The ruling military
council is still led by men close to the deposed
president, whose economic record has been
criticized by the demonstrators.

‘Total economic collapse’ 
“It’s a total economic collapse,” said

Youssef Abdelrahim, an official at the ministry
of finance and economic planning. “The state
was no longer able to provide liquidity and
fuel. This was the first reason” for the revolt.

“This crisis has exposed the regime’s inability
in the economic field and its policy of tinker-
ing,” he told AFP. “Citizens have completely
lost confidence in the state,” Abdelrahim said,
as protesters behind him chanted and
motorists honked their horns in support as
they drove by.

Abdelrazek Amanallah, a banker, was also
strongly critical. “They destroyed the country
through corruption, they stole its wealth: oil,
gas, gold, everything,” said the 27-year-old
who was wearing a neat tie and white shirt
despite the stifling heat. “There is no more
money in the banks. Everything went into the
pockets of the ‘kizan’,” he said, referring to
Islamists accused of seizing the country’s
wealth in the aftermath of the 1989 coup that
brought Bashir to power.

‘Where did it go?
In 2011, after years of civil war, the seces-

sion of the south of the country deprived
Sudan of three quarters of its oil wealth and
most of its income from gold. Since then, the
country has suffered from a lack of foreign
exchange and liquidity that has caused its
currency to slide. A hoped-for economic
recovery after the lifting of US sanctions in
2017 never materialized. Following Bashir’s
overthrow, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates pledged three billion dollars (2.7
billion euros) in financial support for Sudan.

That included a $500 million injection in
the central bank aimed at shoring up the
feeble pound. “Under the old regime, oil
revenues did not benefit the economy,” said

Ali Ibrahim, a 49-year-old geologist who
works for an oil consortium. “Where did it
go? That’s the big question. It must be
asked of those in charge, the government,”
he said, beads of sweat rolling down his
forehead as he clutched a banner together
with workmates.

Salwa Mohamed, 56, denounced the mili-
tary for wasting money on “tribal wars”.
“The money has gone into conflicts in the

south or in Darfur. It has never been used to
develop the country, hospitals, education,”
said the civil servant at the ministry of
finance and economic planning. “For 30
years our economy has suffered. We have
never really made any progress. Bashir was a
soldier and those who lead us are still sol-
diers,” she said, adjusting her sunglasses.
“We want competent civilians to take over
this country.” —  AFP 
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KHARTOUM: Sudanese protesters gather during a demonstration outside the Central Bank in
Khartoum. —AFP 

ABU DHABI: The United States and the
United Arab Emirates announced Wednesday
that mutual defense cooperation agreement
had come into force, amid increasing tensions
between Washington and Tehran. “The DCA
(Defense Cooperation Agreement) will
enhance military coordination between the
United States and the United Arab Emirates,
further advancing an already robust military,
political, and economic partnership at a critical
time,” a joint statement said. “The United
States and the United Arab Emirates share a
deep interest in promoting prosperity and sta-
bility in the region.  

“The DCA will advance that interest by fos-
tering closer collaboration on defense and
security matters and supporting efforts by both

nations to maintain security in the Gulf region.”
US national security advisor John Bolton was
in Abu Dhabi Wednesday, meeting his Emirati
counterpart, Sheikh Tahnoun bin Zayed Al
Nahyan. Bolton said Iran was almost certainly
behind recent oil tanker attacks that sent Gulf
tensions soaring. Riyadh’s regional rival Tehran
dismissed the accusation as “laughable”.

This came on the eve of emergency Arab
and Gulf summits called by Saudi Arabia to
discuss the stand-off and ways to isolate
Tehran. Two Saudi oil tankers, among four ves-
sels, were the targets of mysterious acts of
sabotage off the UAE this month, and Iran-
aligned Yemeni rebels have stepped up drone
attacks on the kingdom — one of which
resulted in the temporary shutdown of a major
oil pipeline.  

Saudi Arabia and the US have accused Iran
of being the mastermind behind the Yemeni
rebels’ attack on the pipeline, while an investi-
gation has been launched into the attacks on
ships off the UAE. On Friday, US President
Donald Trump bypassed Congress to sell $8.1
billion in arms to Saudi Arabia and other Arab
allies, citing the alleged threat from Iran. — AFP

US-UAE defense 
agreement comes 
into forceUNITED NATIONS: The UN Security

Council yesterday extended for a year an arms
embargo and sanctions on South Sudan despite
resistance from African countries, Russia and
China. A US-drafted resolution was adopted by
a vote of 10 in favor with five abstentions.
Resolutions in the 15-member council require a
minimum of nine votes for adoption.

The measure renews until May 31, 2020 an
arms embargo on South Sudan along with an
assets freeze and global travel ban slapped on
eight South Sudanese nationals for their role in
fueling the war. The United States sharply criti-
cized the three African countries on the council
- Equatorial Guinea, Ivory Coast and South
Africa - for refusing to support continued sanc-
tions on South Sudan. US acting Ambassador
Jonathan Cohen expressed regret that the
African countries had shown “an unwillingness
to stop the flow of weapons to one of the conti-

nent’s deadliest civil conflicts.”
The United States scored a diplomatic vic-

tory when it persuaded the council last year to
back an arms embargo on South Sudan, which
has been torn by war since 2013. Under a
Khartoum-mediated peace deal signed in
September, President Salva Kiir agreed to set
up a unity government with longtime rival Riek
Machar, who is to return from exile. The new
government was initially scheduled to take
office on May 12 but that provision was post-
poned for six months.

South Africa told the council that while
progress in implementing the peace deal had
been slow, sanctions would not be useful to
push the sides toward agreement. Ambassador
Jerry Matjila said South Africa held the “firm
view that sanctions imposed on South Sudan at
this time are not helpful to the current complex
political process.”  — AFP
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