
KUWAIT: As UN member states
observe the World No Tobacco Day
(WNTD) today, policies and aware-
ness programs on the health and en-
vironment hazards of tobacco
consumption come to the fore as
part of the 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development. The WNTD
is an annual occasion to highlight the
risks associated with tobacco and
advocate effective policies to reduce
its consumption. The health risks of
tobacco smoking stem from inhala-
tion of poisonous chemicals in to-
bacco smoke such as carbon
monoxide, cyanide, and carcinogens, which have been proven to
cause fatal heart and lung diseases, including cancer.

These diseases include heart attacks, chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease (emphysema), and cancer - particularly lung can-
cer, cancers of the larynx and mouth, and pancreatic cancers,
according to statistics of World Health Organization (WHO),
which spearheads the WNTD campaign. The harmful impacts of
tobacco expands to environment and affect the quality of air par-
ticularly indoors. Tobacco smoke includes more than 7,000 harm-
ful chemicals and remains in the air for nearly five hours, thus
posing risk to children and adults as well. Inhaling second-hand
tobacco smoke could cause lung cancer in nonsmoking persons.

Director of Information and Public Relations Department of
Kuwait Environment Public Authority (EPA) Sheikha Al-Ibrahim

said the theme of this year WNTD is “tobacco and lung health.”
Speaking to the press yesterday, she said, “This is an occasion to
remind everybody of the adverse impacts of tobacco inhalation
on public health and environment as well as the economic hazards
to the means of livelihood.”

“EPA has made headway in preventing smoking at means of
transportation and closed public places. Smoking is permissible
only at specific places indoors,” she said, highlighting the impor-
tance of cooperation of individuals in this regard. Ibrahim noted
that Article 56 of Act 42/2014 on environment protection bans
smoking at means of transportation and closed areas except in

designated places indoors. EPA embarked on an ambitious aware-
ness plan, involving the audiovisual mass media and social media,
to educate the public on the provisions of the law and the impor-
tance of curbing air pollution and combating smoking. It was able
to collaborate other state institutions and the private sector in im-
plementing the law and booking the law violators, she went on.

Since the issuance of the law in 2014, nearly 3,600 individuals
and institutions, including government bodies and shopping malls,
have been fined for breaching the law, she said. Under the law, the
value of fine ranges between KD 50 and KD 100 that should be
paid to the EPA within a couple of weeks, otherwise the person
in question should face interrogation by the public prosecution.
Ibrahim added that the EPA continues organizing awareness pro-
grams on the risks of smoking in parallel with the campaigns
against low violators. — KUNA

KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister, Min-
ister of Defense and Chairman of the
Supreme Council for the Environmental
Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah on
Wednesday lauded efforts of the former
members and welcomed the newly-assigned
members of the body. The Ministry of De-
fense, in a statement released following a
council’s session, quoted Sheikh Abdullah Al-
Ahmad Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, Director Gen-
eral and Chairman of the Environment Public
Authority (EPA) and the council rapporteur,

as saying that the participants in the meeting
discussed sewage problems in Jleeb Al-Shuy-
oukh. The council decided to speed up in-
stalling sewage water treatment devices;
once the EPA budget has been endorsed. The
council also examined EPA’s strategy, de-
cided to coordinate with the Supreme Coun-
cil for Planning and Development, provided
that a national plan that complements with
Kuwait Vision 2035 be worked out. The con-
ferees also discussed environmental condi-
tions in the south and other topics. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Defense and Chairman of the Supreme Council
for the Environmental Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah chairs a council’s session on
Wednesday. — KUNA

Ban African
natural
resources’ illegal
trade: Kuwait
NEW YORK: Kuwait yesterday called for the
creation of national and international similar
legal frameworks to ban illegal trafficking in
natural resources, stressing that this would stop
this phenomenon and put an end to exploitation
in Africa. This was brought up by Kuwait’s First
Secretary to the UN Sheikha Jawahar Ibrahim
Al-Duaij Al-Sabah at the meeting of the UN
Working Group on Conflict Prevention and
Resolution in Africa, addressing the root causes
of conflict in Africa. Legal legislation and ac-
countability should be a deterrent and a tool for
conflict prevention, improving the development
and economic situations in Africa, she said.

The Security Council confirmed that there
is a link between the illegal exploitation of
Africa’s natural resources and the outbreak and
root of conflicts, she said. The Security Council
discussed this issue three times in the years

2007, 2013 and 2018, hoping that this time
around they will reach concrete solutions,
Sabah pointed out. Concerted international and
national efforts involving cooperation between
the UN, regional, sub-regional organizations
and concerned States will help reach more ef-
fective and realistic policies aimed at counter-
ing this issue. Reports show that 40 percent of
the world’s conflicts over the past 60 years
were due to natural resources, most of them
due to the weakness of national institutions. In
1990, 75 percent of the funding of civil wars in
Africa came from natural resources, the inter-
national community must provide support to
national governments to enable them to destroy
this phenomenon, Sabah explained. — KUNA
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