
Iwas surprised and even shocked when I wasn’t
allowed to enter a billiard hall in Salmiya recently. I’ve
been playing pool at this place for more than 10

years, my friend and I were barred, and were told that
from now on, women are not allowed to enter. When we
asked why, an employee showed us a memo issued by the
owner banning women from entering the hall. The
employee told us the owner received a fine from inspec-
tors of the ministry of social affairs and labor for allowing
mixed-gender gatherings in the hall. 

“The decision caused me financial losses. Our place is
for family entertainment and many of our visitors were
families and even youngsters, but now we have lost those
clients. My license for this hall was not renewed because
of the fine I got for the violation, so I had to issue a memo
and ban women from playing in the hall,” the owner told
Kuwait Times.  

In Kuwait, it is usually men who are discriminated
against compared to women when it comes to entering
various entertainment places. Most places are only for
women or families, and “bachelors” are not allowed there.

But women have never been banned from entering any
place. These rules were set to avoid sexual harassment
and fights. In the 1990s, single men were not even allowed
inside shopping malls during the weekends, and even a
popular supermarket applied this rule.

It is not fair as there are no billiard halls for women, so
women won’t be able to play this game, as the ministry
decree on which this ban is based conditions that enter-
tainment halls should be either for men or women only
and not mixed. So women should wait till a women-only
billiard hall opens. Although the number of women play-
ing pool is not so high, there are many women who love
this game. Also, many of the main entertainment places in
Kuwait have been closed or demolished, so leisure
options for adults has become more limited. 

Instead of banning women from playing pool due to
the fear of causing problems or fights, the ministry should
set rules to force billiard halls to hire security guards to
ensure security and control any conflicts. But this decree
is not applied in all pool halls. When visiting another bil-
liard hall in Hawally, they let me in. When I asked if they
were informed about the decree, the supervisor con-
firmed they had received it, but they make exceptions
depending on the visitor. “For instance, if a group of
teenage girls come to play, we won’t let them in, or if
women are not wearing decent outfits, we also won’t let
them in. Such visitors have the potential of causing prob-
lems, as the majority of our patrons are young guys. So
we prefer to avoid problems,” the supervisor explained.
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Discrimination against women in billiard halls

The Civil Service Bureau announced that all
ministries, government agencies and public
institutions will stop all their work, in all cases,

next Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday (4, 5 and 6
June 2019) on the occasion of Eid Al-Fitr holiday. (Eid
may be either Tuesday or Wednesday, depending on
the sighting of the new moon.)

The holiday is a welcome and much needed break
and provides some an ideal opportunity to travel
abroad or stay in the country and follow the events of
the hour, especially the fiery political ones. The phe-
nomenon of travel on such occasions and holidays is a
relatively new one. Before we didn’t travel for such
short periods but now tourism around the region is
possible and we all enjoy a short break when we can
get it. 

The offices of travel and tourism companies in the
country, are witnessing an active movement as fami-
lies flock to tourist offices to ensure a ‘holiday trip’.
While many travelers go to tourism offices for travel
reservations because they are less expensive than the
self-booking, others are browsing social networking

sites to find the most suitable prices and features for
the travel planning.

Clearly, travel agencies compete to offer the best
deals for different destinations either to neighboring
countries like Lebanon, Oman, UAE or Turkey. Some
prefer to travel to Europe and the UK, taking an extra
few days or starting their summer breaks along with
the Eid. 

I have been frequent traveler in recent years but, I
have found out that a comparison of the prices of
food, drink and entertainment in Europe, especially
when comparing the euro with counterparts in distant
countries in Asia, for example like a week in Thailand,
is much cheaper than the shores of the
Mediterranean.

I think that Eid Al-Fitr has a special impact on the
soul and everyone is waiting to renew and reaffirm
their familial and social relations. But the rapid pace
of life and the ease with which we can travel fre-
quently and far encourages less traditional celebra-
tion and more travel abroad. 

As for the many fasting Muslims the Eid prayer is a
joyful ritual, especially when shared with family and
gatherings afterwards. To all citizens and expats I
wish you all a happy holiday.
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