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forgive you your sins: For Allah is Oft-Forgiving,
Most Merciful.” (3:31) “There has certainly been for you
in the Messenger of Allah an excellent pattern for any-
one whose hope is in Allah and the Last Day and [who]
remembers Allah often.” (33:21)

It is really miraculous that our Creator has answered
our prayers with an entire book dedicated to us, and
sent us a messenger to guide our way in applying its
teachings. After such a grand gesture, it is only polite to

take the time to read it!  If we truly want God to answer
hear our prayers and answer our call, we must also
heed His words and answer His call. If you would like a
translation of the Quran, contact any branch of IPC or
the TIES Center.

Courtesy of the TIES Center, whose mission is to
empower Kuwait’s expats through social and educa-
tional services that promote a positive and productive
role in society, and to facilitate opportunities for intra-
and interfaith interactions that promote social solidari-
ty. For more information, please call 25231015/6 or e-
mail: info@tiescenter.net. 

When God spoke...
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“Charging the president with a crime was therefore not
an option we could consider,” the former FBI director said.
“The Constitution requires a process other than the crimi-
nal justice system to formally accuse a sitting President of
wrongdoing,” Mueller added, in what appeared to be a
suggestion that any further action would lie with
Congress. 

At the same time, Mueller reiterated that his report into
Russian interference in the 2016 election and potential
obstruction of justice did not exonerate the president. “It
would be unfair to potentially accuse somebody of a crime
when there can be no court resolution of the actual
charge,” he said. “Those were the principles under which

we operated, and from them we concluded that we would
not reach a determination one way or the other about
whether the president committed a crime. 

“If we had had confidence that the president clearly did
not commit a crime, we would have said so,” Mueller said.
“We did not, however, make a determination as to whether
the president did commit a crime.” Mueller also said that if
he was called to testify before Congress - as some
Democrats are demanding - he would say no more than
what is already in report.

“I hope and expect this to be the only time that I will
speak about this matter,” he said. “I am making that
decision myself - no one has told me whether I can or
should testify or speak further about this matter.”
Mueller ended by reiterating what he called “the central
allegation of our indictments - that there were multiple,
systematic efforts to interfere in our election.” “That
allegation deserves the attention of every American.”
Mueller said that with the completion of the investiga-
tion he was resigning from the Justice Department to
return to private life. — Agencies 

‘Case is closed,’ 
says Trump on...
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university for 1,000 LBP,” he adds. After decades of
civil war, corruption and political crises made Lebanon
one of the  world’s most indebted countries, the gov-
ernment adopted a new austerity budget on Monday to
combat a ballooning budget deficit.

It reduced benefits and pensions in the public sector
and introduced a series of tax hikes, including on per-
sonal firearm licences and permits for tinted windows.
For some, the new levy on water pipes has provoked
particular ire. Taxes should not be raised “on something
most people use to just relax”, Nasreddine says. “We
smoke to calm our minds because we are sick of the
situation in this country.”

The World Health Organisation has warned that a
full hookah is equivalent to smoking 20 to 30 cigarettes
at once, and has linked the practice to lung damage and
cancer. But in much of the Middle East, sharing a water
pipe - also called shisha or nargileh - is often conceived
as a social occasion during which smokers spend hours
in cafes chatting and passing the hose around.

‘They’re ruining us’ 
This is especially the case in Lebanon. Lebanon has

the highest rate of shisha smokers in the region among
teenagers, according to a 2016 study in the medical

journal Ethnicity & Disease, which found that roughly a
third of 13 to 15-year-olds it surveyed had smoked at
least once in the past month.

Hussam Shuman, 28, sits outside a bustling cafe in
the southern suburbs of Beirut, a hookah complete with
apple-flavored tobacco burning at his side. The young
accountant says he smokes more than once a day, “out
of boredom” and “mainly after work”. But now, leisure
is set to become more costly. “Let them get money from
somewhere else. Why are they targeting us water pipe
smokers?” he says, trying to calculate how much more
he will now be spending on shisha every month.
“They’re ruining us.”

Shuman and many Lebanese are disillusioned with
the ruling class, whom they accuse of nepotism and
graft, and the latest austerity measures have com-
pounded this situation.  The government has been criti-
cized for raising prices and limiting benefits and pen-
sions rather than fighting corruption, tax evasion and
smuggling to reduce the deficit. On a nearby table,
Fayyad Mustafa shuffles a deck of playing cards, a
water pipe gurgling beneath him. 

The 24-year-old technician says the shisha tax is not
the only problem. “We are living in a state that wants to
make everything more expensive,” he says. “They start-
ed with water pipes but we don’t know what other
things will become more costly later on.” He believes
that not reacting to the hookah tax would encourage
the government to raise other goods. “If we are silent
when they raise the price of a water pipe, we will have
to be silent when they raise the price of a loaf of
bread... or a sack of potatoes.” — AFP 

Lebanese bubble 
with anger over...
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the kingdom’s Gulf coast to the Red Sea, was shut
for two days as a result of the attack. Bolton said that
there has also been “an unsuccessful attack on the
Saudi port of Yanbu a couple of days before the attack
on tankers.” Yanbu is Saudi Arabia’s largest oil terminal
on the Red Sea and is home to oil refineries and export
facilities.

‘Trying to be prudent’ 
Bolton said he would meet Abu Dhabi Crown Prince

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan as well as his
UAE counterpart, Sheikh Tahnoun Bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan, to discuss relations and regional tensions. “We
are responding and consulting more closely with our
allies in the region to discuss what to do next,” he said. 

“We are trying to be prudent and responsible. We
gathered evidence about the nature of attacks on the

tankers and the east-west pipeline, and sent additional
forces to act as a deterrent.” Bolton was due to leave
the UAE later for London as part of preparations for a
visit there by US President Donald Trump.

Fujairah, where the attacks took place, is a key oil
export terminal on the Sea of Oman that spares tankers
the need to enter the Gulf through the strategic Strait
of Hormuz, which Iran has repeatedly threatened to
close. Regional tensions have spiked since Trump’s
administration reimposed sanctions against Iran after
Washington unilaterally pulled out of a multilateral 2015
nuclear accord signed with the Islamic republic. The
Trump administration has ordered non-essential diplo-
matic staff out of Iraq, citing threats from Iranian-
backed Iraqi armed groups.

But Trump appeared to soften his hawkish tone
towards Tehran, saying during a visit to Japan on
Monday that his government does not seek “regime
change”. Bolton said Washington wants to prevent the
Islamic republic from producing nuclear weapons,
downplaying differences in the US administration on
the issue. “There’s no mistake here. That we all have the
same objective of keeping Iran from getting deliverable
nuclear weapons.” — AFP

Iranian mines 
‘likely caused’...

BAGHDAD: Iraqi children learn to read from the Quran at the shrine of the Sunni Sheikh Abdul Qadir Al-Jilani in Baghdad during the holy Muslim month of Ramadan. — AFP 

LONDON: Boris Johnson, the frontrunner to become
Britain’s next prime minister, must attend court over
allegations that he knowingly lied during the Brexit ref-
erendum campaign, a judge announced yesterday.
Johnson, the former foreign secretary, will be sum-
moned to appear before a court over allegations of
misconduct in public office, judge Margot Coleman said
in a written decision, without specifying the date.

The case is over the claim that Britain sends £350
million ($440 million, 400 million euros) a week to the

European Union. The exact amount of Britain’s net and
gross EU contributions was one of the biggest issues
during the 2016 referendum campaign. Businessmen
Marcus Ball has crowd-funded the private prosecution.

Coleman’s decision follows a hearing last week at
Westminster Magistrates Court in London. “The allega-
tions which have been made are unproven accusations
and I do not make any findings of fact,” the judge said.
“Having considered all the relevant factors I am satis-
fied that this is a proper case to issue the summons as
requested,” she wrote. Referring to Johnson as the
“proposed defendant”, Coleman said he would be
required to attend a preliminary hearing that could then
result in a trial.

Johnson ‘repeatedly lied’ 
Johnson is considered the favourite among the 11

candidates vying to replace the outgoing Theresa May

as leader of the governing Conservative Party, and
therefore prime minister, by the end of July. The sum-
mons application made by Ball’s lawyers alleges that
Johnson “repeatedly lied and misled the British public
as to the cost of EU membership” and “knew that such
comments were false or misleading”. “Lying on a
national and international platform undermines public
confidence in politics.” The maximum penalty for mis-
conduct in public office is life imprisonment.

The elements of the offence are that a public officer,
acting as such, wilfully neglects to perform their duty or
wilfully commits misconduct to such a degree as to
amount to an abuse of the public’s trust in the office-
holder, and does so without reasonable excuse or justi-
fication. Johnson was not present at last week’s hearing,
but his lawyer Adrian Darbishire said the pro-Brexit
figurehead staunchly denied acting in an improper or
dishonest manner.

Coleman considered whether the case had been
brought purely to annoy Johnson. The former London
mayor’s position is that the application is a politically-
motivated stunt as part of a campaign to undermine the
referendum result, and/or to prevent its consequences.
Britain is due to leave the EU on October 31. “I accept
the defense submission that when the applicant com-
menced his consideration of whether to bring a private
prosecution against the proposed defendant, some
three years ago, there may have been a political pur-
pose to these proceedings,” Coleman said. 

“However, the information for the summons was laid
on February 28, 2019 and that argument in my view is
no longer pertinent. “I do not accept the application is
vexatious.” In her 14-page decision, the judge said:
“This is an unusual and exceptional application with a
considerable public interest and it is right that full rea-
sons are provided.” — AFP 

Johnson faces 
court hearing 
for Brexit ‘lies’

GENEVA: A global treaty aimed at protecting workers
from violence and harassment is expected to be agreed
next month, though some “tricky” issues remain, the
International Labour Organization (ILO) said yesterday.
The unresolved issues are focused on the extent to which
employers should be held responsible for such behavior
and on whether to include specific reference to protect-
ing LGBTi people, ILO director-general Guy Ryder said. 

African states in particular are opposed to including
LGBTi (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and intersex)
people among groups deemed vulnerable to violence or

harassment in the workplace, sources close to the talks
told Reuters. The UN labor agency, which will hold its
centenary annual conference on June 10-21, began nego-
tiations on the treaty a year ago as the #MeToo global
movement against sexual harassment shone a spotlight on
the issue. 

“In the light of the progress previously made, in light
of the importance of the subject matter, I am very confi-
dent that the conference will adopt a convention and rec-
ommendation,” Ryder told a news briefing hosted by
ACANU, the UN correspondents’ association in Geneva.

“And this will form the basis, I hope, of intensified
activity in the ILO but also at member-state level to com-
bat what remains a very, very prevalent problem at work,
the issues of violence and of harassment,” he said.
Member states, employer groups and workers’ represen-
tatives take part in negotiations for ILO Conventions,
which are legally binding on ratification, and recommen-
dations that give guidance on good practices. — Reuters

Global pact to fight 
workplace violence 
and harassment 


