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Pak man murders 
HIV positive wife in 
epidemic-hit south 
KARACHI: A Pakistani man killed his HIV positive wife
yesterday in southern Pakistan, where hundreds of people
have tested positive for the virus in recent weeks, stirring
panic and casting a light on the country’s dismal public
health standards. Police said the murder took place in a vil-
lage near the epicentre of the outbreak on the outskirts of
Larkana city in Pakistan’s Sindh province, where thousands
have been screened in the last month. The victim - a 32-
year-old mother of four - tested positive in recent days,
according to a local police officer, with her husband accus-
ing her of having an extramarital affair.

“This morning the husband strangled (the victim) with a
rope and then hung her from a tree outside his home,”
Roshan Ali - a police officer in Shikarpur - told AFP,
adding that the suspect was now in custody. Shikarpur dis-
trict police chief Sajid Sadozai confirmed the incident, say-
ing an investigation into the killing was ongoing and the
suspect had been booked on murder charges. Anger and
fear continue to swell in the desperately poor villages and
suburbs near Larkana affected by the epidemic, which
authorities say could be linked to either gross negligence
or malicious intent by a local doctor using tainted syringes.

In rural Sindh - long bridled by harsh poverty and illit-
eracy - access to information about HIV and other dis-
eases has kept the large swathes of the population in the
dark about how the virus is transmitted. Health officials
say nearly 700 people, many of them children, have tested
positive in recent weeks as experts warn of a surge in
infection rates across Pakistan due to the use of unsani-
tary equipment and rampant malpractice - often at the
hands of quack doctors.

Pakistan was long considered a low prevalence
country for HIV, but the disease is expanding at an
alarming rate - particularly among intravenous drug
users and sex workers. With about 20,000 new HIV
infections reported in 2017 alone, Pakistan currently has
the second fastest growing HIV rates across Asia,
according to the UN. —AFP

RABAT: A handout picture provided by the Moroccan Royal Palace late Tuesday shows Moroccan King Mohammed VI (center) and his son Crown Prince Moulay Hassan (right) sharing an iftar meal with Senior Advisor to the President of the
US Jared Kushner (left) at the Royal Residence. —AFP 

RABAT: US President Donald Trump’s son-in-law Jared
Kushner met Morocco’s King Mohammed VI on Tuesday
in Rabat as part of a fresh push on a long-promised but
yet-to-be-delivered peace plan for the region. The trip -
which will also include stops in Amman and Jerusalem -
comes amid a flurry of other administration moves to shore
up alliances with Arab allies against Iran and the deploy-
ment of warships and bombers to the region.

Kushner is accompanied by Jason Greenblatt, Trump’s
special representative for international negotiations, and
Brian Hook, the special US representative for Iran. The
meeting in Rabat focused on developments in the Middle
East and North Africa as well as strengthening the part-
nership between Morocco and the US, a palace
spokesman told AFP. Greenblatt tweeted that he and
Kushner shared an iftar dinner - the traditional meal to
break the daily fast during the Muslim holy month of
Ramadan - with Morocco’s king, Crown Prince Moulay
Hassan and Foreign Minister Nasser Bourita.

“Thank you to His Majesty for a special evening and for
sharing your wisdom,” Greenblatt wrote. “Morocco is an
important friend & ally of the United States.” The Trump
administration is expected to unveil the peace plan - after
numerous failures by its predecessors - possibly as early
as next month, but the Palestinians have already rejected it

as heavily biased in favor of Israel. Washington has yet to
commit to an exact timetable with respect to the political
aspects of the plan.

Kushner also will attend the Bilderberg conference in
Montreux, Switzerland, where he is expected to be a
speaker, at the end of the week and then will meet Trump
in London when the latter makes a state visit there next
week. The trip is similar to one that Kushner and
Greenblatt took in February to Gulf states to drum up sup-
port for the economic portion of a Middle East peace plan
they have been developing on behalf of Trump.

Kushner is the chief architect of the proposal and
Greenblatt, a longtime Trump lawyer, has served as his
right-hand man on the Middle East initiative. Upon his
arrival in the White House more than two years ago, Trump
proclaimed his ambition to secure a final accord ending
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. But the odds of his suc-
ceeding where every previous US president - Republicans
as well as Democrats - have failed appear particularly low.
Palestinians have boycotted the process since Trump rec-
ognized Jerusalem as the capital of Israel in Dec 2017.

Bahrain conference 
The US is expected to roll out the economic aspects of

the peace plan at a conference in Bahrain on June 25-26.

Co-hosts US and Bahrain have billed it as “a pivotal
opportunity... to share ideas, discuss strategies and galva-
nize support for potential economic investments and initia-
tives that could be made possible by a peace agreement.”
But Palestinian political leaders say they will boycott it and
Palestinian business leaders said they won’t go either, rais-
ing further questions about the plan’s viability. “Any eco-
nomic project without a political solution is selling an illu-
sion,” said Arafat Asfour, chairman of the Palestine Trade
Center.

“We didn’t mandate anyone to negotiate on our behalf,
and if anyone wants to trade the interests of the
Palestinians for their own benefit, let them do it out of their
own pockets,” chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat
told Reuters. “We urge all Arabs who have accepted to go
to Bahrain to reconsider out of respect for the
Palestinians,” he said. Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates have said they will participate, and a senior US
official said officials from Qatar have said privately their
country was expected to attend as well.

The Russian foreign ministry took a dim view of the
conference in a statement on Tuesday, saying the United
States was attempting to “impose an ‘alternative vision’ of
the Palestinian-Israeli settlement”. “The Palestinian leader-
ship has already categorically refused to take part, saying

that the PLO will not surrender to anyone its exclusive
rights to make crucial decisions regarding the realization
of Palestinians’ national aspirations,” it said.

Among those declining an invitation was Bashar Al-
Masri, a high-profile Palestinian businessman who worked
with international partners and in cooperation with the
Israelis to invest $1.4 billion in the new Palestinian town of
Rawabi. Kushner, who will join up with Trump in London
after his Middle East trip, has been evasive about the US
plan, which has been shrouded in secrecy. While promising
new ideas to revive a moribund peace process, he has
refused to talk about a two-state solution, the formula that
has long been at the heart of international efforts to
achieve peace and also the official US position.

Instead, he has looked to an alliance with the Saudis
against Iran as a way to gain Arab support for his plan.
Three days before Kushner’s trip, Trump authorized $8.1
billion in arms sales to Saudi Arabia and other Arab allies,
bypassing Congress. Arms sales to the kingdom were
frozen after the assassination of Saudi dissident Jamal
Khashoggi in October and in response to mounting con-
cerns over the human toll of a Saudi-led armed campaign
in Yemen. But the administration defended the sales as
necessary “to deter Iranian aggression and build partner
self-defense capacity.” —Agencies

Kushner, Greenblatt meet Morocco king l Palestinian leaders sharply critical of effort

India’s ailing finance 
minister quits govt
NEW DELHI: India’s influential but ailing finance minis-
ter Arun Jaitley announced yesterday that he would not
serve in Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s new Hindu
nationalist government because of poor health. Modi is
set to be sworn in today after winning a second land-
slide election and should name his new cabinet shortly
after. Jaitley, 66, a key member of the last government,
said in a letter to Modi he released on Twitter that he
would “like to keep away from any responsibility” so he
could concentrate on his health and treatment.

Jaitley underwent a kidney transplant in May last

year and in February travelled to the United States for
surgery after being diagnosed with cancer. “I am writing
to you to formally request you that I should be allowed a
reasonable time for myself, my treatment and my health
and therefore not be a part of any responsibility, for the
present, in the new government,” he added in the letter.

Jaitley also hailed the “spectacular win” of Modi’s
right Bharatiya Janata Party in the six-week election that
ended last week. The BJP swept 303 of the 542 contest-
ed parliamentary seats to win a second five-year term.
A lawyer-turned-politician, Jaitley guided the govern-
ment’s rollout of a complex nationwide tax and often
acted as a spokesman on contentious issues. Railways
minister Piyush Goyal, who stepped in for Jaitley to
present an interim budget in February, and BJP presi-
dent Amit Shah are in contention for Jaitley’s job, media
reports said.

India is the world’s sixth
largest economy and
although it has been grow-
ing at about seven percent a
year, it is showing signs of a
slowdown. Modi, 68, has
invited the heads of coun-
tries who are in the Bay of
Bengal Initiative for
Maritime and Economic Co-
operation (BIMSTEC) to the
swearing-in. India’s archrival
neighbour Pakistan is not a
part of the alliance and so
Modi avoided inviting
Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan. —AFP

Where’s Joe? Biden 
taking it slow in 
early campaign days 
WASHINGTON: While Democratic presidential
hopefuls barnstorm through early voting states, the
party’s frontrunner for the nomination, Joe Biden, is
working at a different pace altogether, rolling out his
2020 campaign in limited stages and to moderate
numbers of voters. Despite Biden’s sluggish start,
President Donald Trump is already fixating on the for-
mer vice president as his main rival in next year’s elec-
tion, going so far as to invoke North Korea’s dictator
in tweets criticizing Biden.

Biden didn’t refer to the debacle during a teachers’
union town hall that lasted more than an hour Tuesday
in Houston, Texas, his first public campaign event in 10
days. But in a possible response to the growing criti-
cism of his spotty public appearances, he announced
several more campaign events to take place this week
and published his first detailed policy proposals - on
education.

When Biden does hit the trail, he routinely promis-
es that “no one is going to work longer and campaign
harder” to win voter trust and support in the run-up

to 2020. But since officially launching his White House
bid in April, the veteran Democrat has made fewer
than a dozen campaign stops, and his team has rou-
tinely offered a daily update to reporters: “Joe Biden
has no public events scheduled.”

During that period, Senator Cory Booker has criss-
crossed Iowa in an RV camper; Bernie Sanders, num-
ber two in the Democratic polls, has campaigned in
four states; and Senator Elizabeth Warren has held no
less than eight public events, including four on
Sunday. After his campaign kickoff rally on May 18 in
Philadelphia, the 76-year-old Biden has largely kept
his head down, attending fundraisers in Florida and
Tennessee. Fundraisers are also set for this week in
Texas.

‘Just wait and see’ 
While Biden has eased into the race, Trump has not

hesitated to attack him, including sending eyebrow-
raising tweets during his visit to Japan amid tensions
with North Korea and its leader Kim Jong Un. Trump
tweeted Saturday that he “smiled when (Kim) called
Swampman Joe Biden a low IQ individual, & worse.”
On Tuesday, the Biden camp pushed back firmly, call-
ing the president’s comments “beneath the dignity of
the office” and part of a pattern of Trump “embracing
autocrats.”

“To be on foreign soil, on Memorial Day, and to
side repeatedly with a murderous dictator against a

fellow American and former Vice President speaks for
itself,” deputy campaign manager Kate Bedingfield
said in a statement. A senior campaign official said the
Biden team waited until after Memorial Day out of
respect for the “sacred purpose” of the holiday that
honors veterans.” Trump hit back on Twitter, saying he
“was actually sticking up for Sleepy Joe Biden while
on foreign soil”, and that “Kim Jong Un called him a
‘low IQ idiot,’ and many other things.”

Advisors have argued that because of his near-uni-
versal name recognition, and popularity within
Democratic circles, Biden does not need to relentless-
ly introduce himself to voters, as several other candi-
dates are doing. His commanding lead in early polling
also signals that media attention will follow him wher-
ever and whenever he hits the campaign trail. Biden
senior advisor Symone Sanders said at the
Philadelphia rally that the candidate will soon ramp up
his campaigning. “He knows that folks have questions
about his stamina, his ability to go long days, long
nights,” she said. “What he’ll tell you is ‘just watch, just
wait and see.’”

Several instances when Biden was deemed to have
been too “tactile” with women threaten his bid, with
some women denouncing his gestures as too affec-
tionate. But despite the criticism, Biden held a 10-
year-old girl by the shoulders at the teachers’ town
hall after she asked him a question and he told her: “I
bet you’re as bright as you’re good looking.” —AFP
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