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Several civil aviation-related developments have recent-
ly taken place. It is worth to take them into considera-
tion, especially when we are about to start the high

travel season and the Eid Al-Fitr vacation, followed by the
long summer vacation that most Kuwaitis spend abroad. The
developments include a US warning to all commercial flights
flying over the Gulf to be highly cautious, the repeated crises
resulting from Boeing crashes and other problems in less than
six months, with the result that many carriers stopped using
that type of aircraft, including some GCC carriers. 

The aforementioned developments call for more caution,
not only by the authorities and bodies concerned with civil
and commercial aviation in Kuwait, but also passengers and
travel agents due to the following threats: 

1- The first threat lies in a warning made by the US
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) on May 17 to all com-
mercial flights over Gulf waters and the Gulf of Oman to be
aware of accelerating military activities and political tension.
It even included frank warnings of possible military mishaps,
misjudgment or confusion in identifying flights. 

2- The second threat lies in the repeated Boeing 737 Max
crashes within a few months starting with an Indonesian flight
in October killing all 189 onboard, then an Ethiopian plane in
March killing all 157 onboard, and finally the deviation of a
Miami flight in the beginning of May.

Many countries worldwide, including Kuwait and other
GCC states, immediately stopped all flights of this type of air-
craft. Boeing is working on studying and handling the fatal
faults in this model of aircraft. It is not yet known whether
thousands of these planes still in use worldwide will wait for
Boeing’s final decision - whether they would be repaired or
adjusted or the owners will eventually sell them to recoup
part of their losses.

Onboard, airport alertness 
Having made this review, one should consider the following: 

1- Many airlines have not yet declared suspending flights
on Boeing 737 Max planes. 

2- Suspending Boeing planes does not mean that other
planes are risk-free. Contrarily, the growing demand for other
aircraft (such as Airbus) might increase the possibility of
mishaps in those planes. 

3- Recent studies on airline spending on safety proce-
dures, which was published two weeks ago in the Harvard
Business Review, shows that leading companies can some-
times be less safe than others and more capable to tolerate
crises and public anger. The study shows a direct connection
between airline profits and their safety factor. They also show
that regardless of the number of planes put out of service,
what staff members do on board or on the ground is more
important.   

4- In view of the above, aviation safety measures should
be prioritized by all parties involved in travelling, even at the
expense of delaying some flights to achieve more safety, just
like what Kuwait’s Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) did when it banned Boeing 737 Max flights from fly-
ing over Kuwait. 

For some people, these guidelines might spoil the summer
season, but they will surely make it less dangerous, especially for
families who might prefer to postpone a trip, change airlines or
even change destinations to get more safety. 

Aviation safety, Eid
vacation and summer 

By Nabila Al-Anjari 

In My View

Ranked officers suspended pending probe
in possible border security breach

Wanted citizen left and reentered Kuwait repeatedly
By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah ordered the
suspension of several officers of various ranks, the
highest of which is a major general, as a precautionary
measure to investigate a tender for the border sector.
Cameras were installed, but when they were operated,
it was discovered they do not meet the required securi-
ty and technical specifications.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Interior announced that
security authorities arrested a citizen after leaving and
entering the country illegally despite issuance of sever-
al orders to arrest him. The ministry’s Public Relations
and Security Information Department said in a press
release that the citizen has been transferred to the
competent authorities. The ministry called on citizens
and residents to abide by the laws of the country and
use its official ports during travel and entry. Sheikh

Khaled Al-Jarrah on Tuesday called for forming a com-
mittee of inquiry into the incident.

Municipality Campaign
Farwaniya governorate municipality carried out field

tours of makeshift markets and stores in Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh, Hasawi, Farwaniya, Ishbelia, Abdullah Al-
Mubarak and Sabah Al-Nasser to remove all eyesore
and raise the level of cleanliness in the governorate.
Director of the public cleanliness and road occupancy
department Saad Al-Khrainej said the campaign result-
ed in confiscating 57 cu m of fruits and vegetables, in
addition to used furniture. He said 25 citations were
issued, the sites were cleaned of leftovers and 115 cu m
of rubbish was removed.

Rain damage compensations
Compensations for the damage caused during the

rains last year will be paid by mid-July, well-informed

sources said. The sources added that state departments
only need 15 days to complete the procedures once the
parliament approves the state budget for the new fiscal
year 2019-2020, which is due to be done by the end of
June. Notably, the ministerial team assigned by the
Cabinet had studied 3,931 claims including 2,251 for
vehicles, 780 for real estate and 900 for personal
belongings. 

Trucks’ lane
Responding to recommendations made by some

lawmakers concerning Sabah Al-Ahmad City’s prob-
lems, acting director of the Public Authority for Roads
and Transport (PART) Soha Ashkanani said PART is
currently coordinating with relevant bodies to divert
trucks and other traffic from Wafra to Mina Abdullah
Road. Ashkanani added that an additional lane has been
allocated for trucks along the Wafra-Mina Abdullah
road as part of the road’s development project. 

Kabd clinic
Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah stressed

the need to develop health services in Kabd by building
a special clinic and emergency center, pointing out that
the area is very vital and is visited by endless numbers
of Kuwaitis during winter and spring. He added that the
Health Ministry’s engineering affairs sector is currently
preparing a study for the project.  

KUWAIT: A vehicle engulfed in flames on Airport Road. Firemen seen inside Sabah Hospital where a fire was reported.

Firemen put out Sabah Hospital blaze

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Firemen put out a minor fire in the Sabah

Hospital elevators’ control room. Kuwait Fire Service
Directorate’s Public Relations Department said there
was no need for evacuation, and work was not inter-

rupted. Meanwhile, Farwaniya firemen put out a fire in a
vehicle on Airport Road. No injuries were reported. The
efforts were led by Lt Col Abdelrahman Al-Busairi. 

KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) was recently
honored by the Kuwait Blind Association for its support of
the Ramadan sport activities that were organized by the
Association for the visually impaired. The honorary cere-
mony was held on the premises of the Blind Association
on May 23, 2019, where the success of the initiative was
celebrated and winners of the sporting championship
were rewarded for their great achievements. 

The two-week sporting championship featured a
variety of sport activities that included swimming and
table tennis for both male and female categories, and
goal ball for the male category. The participants dis-
played their talents in a fun, challenging atmosphere of
healthy competition. 

Sahar Al-Therban - Senior Manager Corporate
Communications at ABK attended the ceremony
alongside Fayez Al Azmi - Chairman of the Kuwait

Blind Association whereby cash prizes, medals and
trophies were handed out to the winners. ABK contin-
uously seeks to make a solid presence in the commu-

nities in which it operates by joining hands with active
organizations that aim to create a more prosperous
future for Kuwait. 

ABK honored for
supporting Blind
Association’s
Ramadan activities

KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank (AUB) honored the win-
ners in the Annual Quran Competition organized by the
bank during the Holy month of Ramadan at its Head
Office. This year, the competition comprised six cate-
gories; two for male and female employees who were
tested in Surat As-Saff, one for the employees’ children
aged 5-14 years who were tested in Surat Al-Fajr, one
for the employees’ children aged 14-18 years who they
were tested in Surat Noah. The competition also com-
prised a general category for the children aged 5-12
years who were tested in Juz’ 29, and another general
category for youth aged 13-18 years who were tested
in Juz’ 27 of the Holy Quran.

In the employees’ male category, Ali Yousef took the
first place, Ahmad Rashwan took the second place, and
Abdulaziz Al-Alaian took the third place. While, in the
employees’ female category, Sahar Abddul Fatah
Subaih won the first prize, Eman Mahmoud Omrani
took the second place and the third place went to Sara
Al-Makinzy.

As for the employees’ male children (5-14 years)
category, Ali Adel Abbas took the first place, and
Jadul-Karim Noaman Mohammad took the second
place while the third prize went to Khadher
Muhammad Bahlu. As for the employees’ female chil-
dren (5-14 years) category, Remas Mohammad Saad
took the first place, and Remas Ibrahim Al Saeed won
the second place.

In the employees’ male children (14-18 years) cate-
gory, Omar Ismail Ahmad took the first place, and

Ahmad Noaman won the second place. In the employ-
ees’ female children (14-18 years) category, Mariam
Adel Abbass took the first place, and Farida Ahmad
Rashwan took the second place, while the third place
went to Habiba Ahmad Rashwan.

In the male children category from outside the bank
aged (5-12 years), Kamal Tamer Al-Sharkawy won the
first prize, and Faisal Anwar Al-Yaqoot took the second
place, meanwhile the third prize went to Ahmad
Abdelreda Ashknany. In the female children category
from outside the bank aged (5-12 years), Samaa Ashraf
Muhammad Al-kasaby took the first place, and Mona
Tamer Al-Sharkawy took the second place, meanwhile
the third place went to Lajeen Hashem Mohammad.

In the male youth category from outside the bank
aged (13-18 years) Moamen Ashraf Al-Kasaby took the
first place, and Ali Nader Ismail Dashti took the second
place, meanwhile the third place went to Abdulrahman
Mohammad Al-Merry. In the female youth category
from outside the bank aged (13-18 years) Aliaa Makram
Ali Al-Mahey took the first place, and Wadha
Mohammad Al-Merry won the second place, mean-
while the third place went to Kholoud Alaa Ali.

In the deaf category, Abdullah Anwar Sultan won the
first place, Mahmoud Al-Hussein Mahmoud won the
second place, Shabib Mohammad Al-Azmy won the
third place, Abdullah Musabah Al-Karny won the fourth
place, Yousef Mohammad Al-Kandari won the fifth
place and Ahmad Samer Gomaa won the sixth place.  In
the blind category, Yosef Nahar Al-Salily won the first
prize, Abdulaziz Ahmad Hassab Allah won the second
place, Faris Sahan Al-Mutairy won the third place,
Ibrahim Fahad Mubarrad won the fourth place,
Abdulrahman Khalifa Al- Suwailem won the fifth place
and Othman Gaber Al-Enzy won the sixth place.

The winners were honored at the Head Office of the
bank in the presence of Abdullah Al-Shuaib; Head of
Shariah Internal Audit Department at AUB. On this
occasion, Abdullah Al-Shuaib; said in a press release

‘’The bank continues its Ramadan activities every year
to spread the spirit of enthusiasm and competitiveness
among contestants, pointing out that their high turnout
to the competition was highly appreciated and valued
by the bank management and the competition organiz-
ing committee which congratulated the winners and
thanked everyone participated and contributed to the
success of the competition.’’

Shuaib expressed the hope that this competition
would encourage all segments of the society to memo-
rize and understand the noble meanings of the Holy
Quran, apply its principles in their practical life and dis-
seminate its right religious values stressing the bank’s
standing commitment to these purposeful activities
which come in line with the bank’s social mission.

AUB honors winners of
annual Holy Quran
recitation competition

Passenger traffic up
by 8% this summer
KUWAIT: The Directorate General for Civil Aviation (DGCA)
announced yesterday its readiness to serve passengers at the
national airports and furnish them with various facilities.
Yousuf Al-Fozan, the DGCA General Director, said in a state-
ment that passengers’ movement is expected to reach some
six million people, between June and September, higher by
eight percent compared to last year, when it reached approxi-
mately 5.5 million passengers. Up to 43,000 flights will be
organized during this period, nine percent higher than last
year, when they amounted to 39,000 flights. Fozan indicated
at a plan to “distribute” the passengers to the four terminals
after shifting the KAC passengers to Terminal 4 and those of
Al-Jazeera to Terminal 5. Special teams have been formed to
oversee operations at the air facilities and ensure that the pas-
sengers get the required services. — KUNA

One of the children participating in the competition.


