
Zverev survives 
four-hour marathon, 
Del Potro battles on
PARIS: Alexander Zverev survived a bruising four-
hour battle to reach the French Open second round
yesterday while dangerman Juan Martin del Potro also
progressed. German fifth seed Zverev, a quarter-finalist
in Paris in 2018, battled past Australia’s John Millman 7-
6 (7/4), 6-3, 2-6, 6-7 (5/7), 6-3.

The champion in Geneva last weekend fired 57 win-
ners past world number 56 Millman who stunned Roger
Federer at the US Open last year. However, he also
committed 73 unforced errors on a blustery day in the
French capital.

“John is a tough player who beat Federer so I knew
it would be difficult today,” said Zverev, bidding to
become the first German man to win the Roland Garros
title since Henner Henkel in 1937.

“It was very windy today so that made the condi-
tions very difficult. It was a first match against a great
opponent. “I got through and that’s all that matters.”
Next up for Zverev is Swedish qualifier Mikael Ymer,
the world number 148 of Ethiopian origin, who marked
his Grand Slam debut with a 6-0, 6-3, 7-6 (7/5) win
over Slovenia’s Blaz Rola.

“He (Zverev) has very proven that he belongs up
there,” said Ymer, the younger brother of fellow tour
player Elias. “He is definitely one of the best in the game
at the moment, so it’s a tough challenge.”

Argentine eighth seed Del Potro, a semi-finalist in
2009 and 2018, made the second round with a 3-6, 6-2,
6-1, 6-4 win over Chilean world number 58 Nicolas
Jarry. “I think I’m playing well at the moment, but my
main goal is still the knee, my health,” said Del Potro
who is still feeling his way back after knee surgery.

Next up for the giant Argentine is a clash against
Japan’s Yoshihito Nishioka. Jarry lived and died by the
sword on Court Suzanne Lenglen, his 47 winners
almost cancelled out by his 41 unforced errors.

Two-time Grand Slam winner and former world
number one Victoria Azarenka defeated 2017 champion
Jelena Ostapenko 6-4, 7-6 (7/4) in a match which fea-
tured 13 breaks of serve.

Ostapenko has now lost in the first round in her last
two visits to Paris with her wretched performance high-

lighted by an ugly 60 unforced errors. Azarenka, ranked
43 in the world, will face top seed Naomi Osaka if the
Japanese star gets past Slovakia’s Anna Karolina
Schmiedlova in her tournament opener.

Canada’s Bianca Andreescu, the surprise champion
at Indian Wells, marked her Roland Garros debut by
beating Marie Bouzkova of the Czech Republic 5-7, 6-
4, 6-4. The 18-year-old, playing for the first time since
Miami after suffering a shoulder injury, hit 58 winners
and 60 unforced errors in the tie suspended due to
darkness on Monday night.

There were also 17 breaks of serve in the match
which stretched to over three hours.

Other early winners yesterday included Monte Carlo
champion Fabio Fognini, seeded nine, who defeated
Andreas Seppi in an all-Italian clash, 6-3, 6-0, 3-6, 6-3.
Later, defending champion Simona Halep faces
Australia’s Ajla Tomljanovic, the world number 47, in
her first round tie.

Tomljanovic reached the fourth round in Paris in
2014, beating former champion Francesca Schiavone in
the first round. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Sean Kuraly scored the game winner
early in the third as the Boston Bruins rallied with four
unanswered goals to beat the St Louis Blues 4-2 in the
opening game of the Stanley Cup finals.

After a slow start Monday, the Bruins picked up
where they left off, shaking off the rust of a 10-day
break to win their eighth consecutive game in the post-
season. Kuraly’s third tally of the playoffs came 5:21 into
the final  period to break the deadlock and cap a four-
goal scoring burst by the Bruins, who fell behind 2-0
early in the second.

Boston forward Noel Acciari made a spinning pass
across the crease that Kuraly managed to kick from his
skate to his stick before slamming it home. “I am just
trying to play hard. I am happy it went in,” said Kuraly.
“We are going to have to keep getting better. This team
is not going anywhere.”

Game two is today in Boston. The Blues are seeking
to claim their first-ever championship, while the Bruins
are gunning for their first title since 2011. Defenceman
Connor Clifton, Charlie McAvoy on the powerplay and
Brad Marchand, with an empty netter, also scored for
the Bruins, who are playing in the finals for the third
time this decade.

The Bruins got scoring from unlikely places with
their fourth line leading the offensive charge and the
defence chipping in with two helpers. Kuraly, who plays
on the fourth line, also had goal and an assist in game
seven of the first round of the playoffs.

“This is what they do. They can skate and they play
simple hockey,” said Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy of

Kuraly and the fourth line. 
“For us, being off as long as we were we can’t get

drawn into fancy plays. They are always going to play
same way-a straight line game-and they got rewarded.”

Finnish veteran Tuukka Rask easily won the goal-
tending battle with Blues rookie netminder Jordan
Binnington by making 18 saves in front of a crowd of
17,500 at the Boston Garden.

“We’ve been real disciplined all playoffs. We weren’t
tonight with five penalties. We got to be much better,”
said Blues coach Craig Berube. Kuraly also assisted on
the first Bruins goal of the game by Clifton to cut the
Blues lead to 2-1. 

Brayden Schenn led the Blues with a goal and an
assist, while Vladimir Tarasenko scored once and
Binnington stopped 34 shots in the first game of the
best-of-seven series.

Clifton got the Bruins onto the board by scoring just
76 seconds after Tarasenko’s goal. Clifton snuck in
behind the Blues’ defence and tipped a pass from
Kuraly in from the side of the St Louis net.

Schenn had his best game of the playoffs, opening
the scoring with his third goal of the postseason. “We
had a 2-0 lead we just didn’t play our game after that,”
said Schenn. Schenn got the puck in the high slot, made
a nifty little stickhandle and fired it into upper half of
the net. 

The stickhandle move did its job by freezing
Binnington and it’s something that was lacking from
Schenn’s game earlier in the playoffs when he was
mired in a scoring slump. — AFP
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Bruins rally past Blues to win 
opening game of Stanley Cup final

Blues are seeking to claim their first-ever championship

BOSTON: Jordan Binnington #50 of the St. Louis Blues stops a shot against Patrice Bergeron #37 of the Boston
Bruins in Game One of the 2019 NHL Stanley Cup Final at TD Garden in Boston, Massachusetts.  — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA EUROPA LEAGUE

Chelsea FC v Arsenal FC 22:00
beIN SPORTS HD 1

Half a century and
counting? Strike
duo hold key to
Arsenal hopes
BAKU: Arsenal are aiming to win a first
European trophy in a quarter of a century in dis-
tant Baku yesterday and their hopes of doing so
appear to rest at the feet of Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang and Alexandre Lacazette.

After missing out on a top-four place in the
Premier League, the assessment of Unai Emery’s
first season in charge of the Gunners will be far
kinder if they can end the campaign with victory
in the Europa League final.

It all comes down to this London derby in an
unlikely setting by the Caspian Sea-if Arsenal
win, they will have a first piece of European sil-
verware since raising the Cup Winners’ Cup in
1994 and with it the additional prize of a return to
the Champions League.

And while the Gunners have frequently toiled
defensively this season, conceding 51 goals in the
Premier League, Emery knows he is the envy of
almost every coach in Europe with Lacazette and
Aubameyang in his ranks.

They have scored 50 times between them this
season, with Lacazette getting 19 goals and being
named the club’s player of the year by Arsenal
supporters.

His goal tally has been put in the shade by
Aubameyang, who has netted 31 times, including
a hat-trick in the second leg of their semi-final
against Valencia and 22 goals in the Premier
League to share the Golden Boot with Liverpool
duo Sadio Mane and Mohamed Salah in his first
full campaign in England.

“I gave everything to try to be in the top four
with the team and to get a trophy,”
Aubameyang said recently. “I am happy with my
season, not the best but I am happy.” The
Gabon star was not able to feature in the
Europa League last season after his arrival from
Borussia Dortmund in January 2018 and
watched as Arsenal lost to Atletico Madrid in
the semi-finals, denying Arsene Wenger a
European final for his swansong.

Lacazette, meanwhile, may have played second
fiddle to Aubameyang in terms of pure numbers
but the former Lyon star insists he has produced
the best football of his career this season. “Being
able to contribute without scoring is important
for the team,” he told Arsenal Player.

Their importance to Emery is summed up by
the fact the next highest scorers in his squad all
have six goals-including the injured Aaron
Ramsey and Henrikh Mkhitaryan, who will not
play in Baku due to well-publicised security con-
cerns. Their figures in front of goal are all the
more impressive given they have often had to
fight it out for just one starting spot.  Yet despite
their pedigree, the pair are entirely reliant on
success with their clubs as they continue to be
frustrated at international level.

Aubameyang-born in France to a Gabonese
father-will not be able to measure himself against
Mane and Salah at the Africa Cup of Nations in
Egypt next month after Gabon failed to qualify.
Lacazette, meanwhile, has been unable to force
his way back into the France set-up, such is the
strength in depth available to coach Didier
Deschamps with the world champions.

He has won 16 caps, but none since late 2017.
Once again he was ignored when Deschamps
named his squad last week for the upcoming Euro
2020 qualifiers in Turkey and Andorra, with
Sevilla’s Wissam Ben Yedder getting the call
instead. —AFP

PARIS: Germany’s Alexander Zverev returns the ball to Australia’s John Millman during their men’s singles first
round match on day three of The Roland Garros 2019 French Open tennis tournament in Paris yesterday. —AFP

Trippier left out of
England squad for
Nations League
MANCHESTER: Tottenham Hotspur pair
Kieran Trippier and Harry Winks and
Southampton duo James Ward-Prowse and
Nathan Redmond have been left out of
England’s final 23-man squad for the Nations
League finals.

England face the Netherlands in Guimaraes
on June 6 in the semi-finals of the competition
and should they win they will face Switzerland
or Portugal three days later in Porto.

The decision to leave out right back Trippier
comes a year after he was one England’s leading
players in their run to the semi-finals of the
World Cup in Russia.

“Kieran Trippier has had such a big impact,
he had such a brilliant World Cup. He has been a
really valuable member of our squad and has a
great attitude with us, real passion in playing for
England but Trent (Alexander-Arnold) and Kyle
(Walker) have finished the season so strongly,”
said England manager Gareth Southgate.

“So it is a position where we have got real
competition for places. That is as hard a decision
as we have had to make,” he added.

Winks has only recently returned from injury
and like Trippier could be involved in the

Champions League final on June 2 for Spurs
against Liverpool in Madrid.

Although not part of the formal 23-man
group, Ward-Prowse and Redmond will remain
in training with the rest of the England squad
and could possibly come into contention if there
are injuries. “Some players who have had really
good finishes to the season like James Ward-
Prowse and Nathan Redmond are staying with
us for this period to train because although we
have cut the squad to 23, we have still got two
weeks to get through and two really big finals
ahead. So some of those calls are even more dif-
ficult,” he said. — Reuters

Dubai group 
‘agree terms’ for 
Newcastle takeover
LONDON: Representatives of Dubai-based Sheikh Khaled
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan said Monday they had “agreed terms”
with Newcastle United owner Mike Ashley, moving closer to
completing a deal to buy the Premier League club.

A statement from billionaire Sheikh Khaled’s Bin Zayed
Group said: “We can confirm that representatives of His
Highness Sheikh Khaled Bin Zayed Al Nahyan are in discus-
sions with Mike Ashley and his team, about the proposed
acquisition of Newcastle United Football Club.

“We have agreed terms and are working hard to complete
the transaction at the earliest opportunity.” The statement
said Sheikh Khaled considered it “an honour to have the
opportunity to build on the strong support, history and tradi-
tion of the club”. Reports at the weekend said Sheikh Khaled,
a relative of Manchester City owner Sheikh Mansour, was
close to sealing a £350 million ($443 million) takeover.

A spokesman for the club “politely declined” to comment,
but sources close to the club have indicated there was inter-
est but many ends still needed to be tied up before a deal
could go ahead. Ashley, the founder of the Sports Direct retail
chain, bought the club for £134.4 million in 2007 but has
faced a string of protests from supporters disgruntled at what
they see as a lack of investment in players. He has put
Newcastle up for sale three times but every bid has failed to
produce a deal. — AFP
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