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By Mariam Santos

My conversion to Islam was a long journey. I
must confess I didn’t have a sudden revela-
tion that made me want to become a

Muslim, rather I spent years observing, listening, and
learning about Islam.  Islam is a matter of faith and a
complete way of life, so I took my time growing into
it.  Sixteen years after I came to live in Kuwait, I con-
verted to Islam.  

When I came here I was not a lost person without
a religion. I had been brought up as a Christian and I
felt fine practicing this religion. I also didn’t want to
change my religion just to make people like or accept
me as this would be very hypocritical.  I remember
when my husband and I got married in Kuwait the
judge told me, “You are a Christian and Christians are
people of the book.  So don’t ever let anyone tell you
that you have to change your religion.”  

I really respected him for telling me this. As time
went on I started reading about Islam and my hus-
band told me a lot about Islam. He often asked me if I
would like to convert to Islam but I told him I had to
really feel ready and committed to do this. I learned
more about Islam with my children and I liked what I
learned.  Islam makes sense to me as the last and final
religion.  

I like the emphasis on mercy, justice, equality,
charity, and helping others.  Of course these concepts
are also in Christianity and other religions, but the
structure of Islam encourages one to practice these
things regularly. Within the five pillars of Islam are so
much wisdom and goodness for the world.  Paying
zakat, for example, solves the injustice and imbalance
between rich and poor, if widely practiced.  

Fasting promotes empathy, discipline, and faith.
Nothing can teach people the lesson of how fortunate
they are to have enough to eat and drink better than
fasting.  It also encourages honesty and commitment
to God. You can fool people and pretend to be fast-
ing, but no one can fool God.  Having five set prayer
times a day means we put everything into perspec-
tive, we temporarily take ourselves away from earthly
matters, we reinforce our faith, and we show our
thankfulness to God.  

We can also unburden ourselves from all our wor-
ries and our problems by praying to God and asking
for help and guidance.  Knowing that the ultimate
outcome of everything is in God’s hands is a huge

comfort. I was growing closer to Islam but I still had
some reservations about abandoning the religion I
grew up with. I spoke to my husband about this and
he mentioned it to the sheikh at the local mosque.  

The sheikh said, “Tell your wife she’s not abandon-
ing her original religion, she is developing it and
bringing it to its natural conclusion.  Islam builds
upon the teachings of Christianity. It’s the final mes-
sage of the religions of the book. So it’s as if she had
obtained a Bachelor’s degree practicing Christianity,
but by accepting Islam she will complete her spiritual
studies and go on to get a Master’s and a PhD.”  

This analogy made sense and gave me a lot of
comfort.  It made finalizing my decision to convert to
Islam an easy one. Soon after I became a Muslim, my
husband decided we would go to Makkah for Umra
with our children. When my mother-in-law heard this
she immediately decided to come along.  “You won’t
know what to do so I need to be with you,” she said.  

A close Kuwaiti friend also offered her support
and joined us with her husband. “Don’t worry, every-
thing will be easy,” she said.  She was right. In
Makkah I felt a great sense of peace and content-
ment being part of such a huge community of wor-
shippers from all corners of the earth. Since then I
have been learning about Islam and I still have a lot to
learn. Each verse of the holy Quran teaches us many
important lessons.  

All issues of life are addressed, all questions
answered. It is extremely beneficial to have a capable
teacher to help interpret the rich language and histor-
ical context of the Quran. There are many places in
Kuwait (like IPC, TIES & AWARE) that offer free lec-
tures and courses about culture & Islam in a relaxed
and friendly atmosphere. Most importantly, these are
places where Muslims and non-Muslims are wel-
come, tolerance is emphasized, and discussions are
frank and open.  

Courtesy of the TIES Center: the TIES Center aims at
empower Kuwait’s expats through social and educa-
tional services that promote a positive and produc-
tive role in society, and to facilitate opportunities for
intra- and interfaith interactions that promote social
solidarity. For more information, you can contact
TIES at Tel: 25231015/6; Hotline: 94079777; e-mail:
info@tiescenter.net. 
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their networks for the launch of the fifth-generation
service. 

“This will make Kuwait one of the first countries in
the world to organize and operate this new technology.
The application of this service will be a great leap for
the telecommunications world where speed of internet
connection will reach great lengths, enabling a large
range of data to be unlimitedly grasped to support the
Internet of Things (IOT), Artificial intelligence (AI) and
smart cities, which will be an added value to the indus-
trial, commercial and financial sectors as well as indi-
viduals,”  the CITRA chief noted.

Al-Kharafi thanks PM
Zain Vice-Chairman and Group CEO Bader Nasser

Al-Kharafi yesterday expressed his appreciation to His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and Deputy Prime Minster, State
Minister for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh for their
immense support. Al-Kharafi also praised the Chairman
and CEO of the Communication and Information
Technology Regulatory Authority (CITRA) Salem Al-
Othaina for making Kuwait one of the first countries in
the world to operate this new technology. 

Amongst first in region
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-

Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah voiced pride over Kuwait

being amongst the first in the region to provide the 5G
(the fifth generation cellular network technology for
broadband access). His Highness’s remarks came during
his reception of Deputy Premier and Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh at Bayan Palace yesterday. 

Minister Al-Saleh was escorting Othaina along with
CITRA board members. Lauding CITRA’s keeping pace
with latest telecommunication technologies, His
Highness underlined Kuwait’s advanced position in this
regard, pointing out that cooperation between CITRA
and telecommunication companies operating in Kuwait
contributed to such achievement. His Highness urged
government bodies to benefit from these developments;
utilizing it to improve infrastructure and support the e-
government. 

Future vision
The completion of Fifth Generation (5G) technology

operation in Kuwait is set to contribute to the digital
transformation and prosperity of the oil-rich country,
backing the leadership’s future development vision. The
move is part of Kuwait’s fervent efforts to become a
regional financial and commercial hub, and comes in
line with the instructions of the Kuwait’s political lead-
ership.

5G is generally seen as the fifth generation cellular
network technology that provides broadband access.
The industry association 3GPP defines any system
using ‘5G NR’ (5G New Radio) software as ‘5G,’ a defi-
nition that came into general use by late 2018. 5G net-
works are digital cellular networks, in which the service
area covered by providers is divided into a mosaic of
small geographical areas called cells. Analog signals
representing sounds and images are digitized in the
phone, converted by an analog to digital converter and
transmitted as a stream of bits. — KUNA
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GENEVA: North Koreans are forced to pay bribes to offi-
cials to survive in their isolated country, where corruption
is “endemic” and repression rife, the United Nations
human rights office said yesterday. Officials across North
Korea extort money from a population struggling to make
ends meet, threatening them with detention and prosecu-
tion - particularly those working in the informal economy,
it said in a report. There was no immediate comment by
Pyongyang, which was sent the UN report hours before
publication.

North Korea blames the dire humanitarian situation on
UN sanctions imposed for its nuclear and ballistic missile
programs since 2006. But the report said that the military
receives priority funding amid “economic mismanage-
ment”. “I am concerned that the constant focus on the
nuclear issue continues to divert attention from the terrible
state of human rights for many millions of North Koreans,”

Michelle Bachelet, UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights, said in a statement.

“The rights to food, health, shelter, work, freedom of
movement and liberty are universal and inalienable, but in
North Korea they depend primarily on the ability of indi-
viduals to bribe State officials,” she said. Four in 10 North
Koreans, or 10.1 million people, are chronically short of
food and further cuts to already minimal rations are
expected after the worst harvest in a decade, a UN
assessment said earlier this month.

“The threat of arrest, detention and prosecution pro-
vide State officials with a powerful means of extorting
money from a population struggling to survive,” the U.N.
rights office report said. Bribery is “an everyday feature of
people’s struggle to make ends meet”, said the report,
entitled “The price is rights”. It denounced what it called a
“vicious cycle of deprivation, corruption and repression”.

It is based on 214 interviews with North Korean
“escapees”, mainly from the northeastern provinces of
Ryanggang and North Hamgyong, bordering China. They
were the first to be cut from the public distribution system
that collapsed in 1994, leading to a famine estimated to
have killed up to 1 million, it said. — Reuters

MAKKAH: Flags from different countries are pictured in the Saudi holy city of Makkah ahead of the upcoming twin summits of the Arab League and of the Gulf Cooperation Council. — AFP 
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DUBAI: From US military deployments, to alleged
“threats” from Iran, and attacks on oil tankers and instal-
lations, here is a timeline of escalating tensions in the Gulf:

‘Credible threat’ 
On May 5, White House national security adviser John

Bolton announces the Pentagon is sending the USS
Abraham Lincoln carrier group and a bomber task force
to the Middle East. A day later Patrick Shanahan, acting
defense secretary, says the deployment is “in response to
a number of troubling and escalatory indications and
warnings” related to Iran. On May 7, the US says it is
deploying B-52 bombers to the Gulf, followed by the
Pentagon saying it will position a Patriot missile battery
and an amphibious assault ship in the region.

Sanctions against Iran 
On May 8, Iran says it is preparing to increase

enriched uranium and heavy water production as part of
its decision to stop some commitments made under the
2015 nuclear deal with major world powers. A year to the

day after Washington unilaterally withdrew from the deal,
reimposing sanctions on Tehran, US President Donald
Trump announces new measures against Iran’s steel and
mining sectors.

Acts of ‘sabotage’ 
On May 12, two Saudi oil tankers and two other ships

are damaged in mysterious “sabotage attacks” off the
emirate of Fujairah, part of the United Arab Emirates.
Fujairah port is the only Emirati terminal located on the
Arabian Sea coast, bypassing the Strait of Hormuz,
through which most Gulf oil exports pass. Iran, which has
repeatedly threatened to close the strait in case of a mili-
tary confrontation with the United States, calls the inci-
dents “alarming and regrettable”.

No ‘war’ 
On May 13, European signatories to the nuclear deal

meet with US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. Britain
warns of the risk of conflict erupting “by accident” in the
Gulf. The day after, Pompeo says: “We fundamentally do

not see a war with Iran”. Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei says “there is not going to be any war” with
the United States.

Drone attacks near Riyadh 
On May 14, Yemen’s pro-Iranian Houthi rebels carry

out drone attacks near Riyadh, shutting down a key Saudi
oil pipeline which stretches from oil-rich Eastern Province
to the Red Sea. Two days later Saudi-led coalition air
strikes hit the rebel-held Yemeni capital Sanaa.

US diplomats leave Iraq
On May 15, the US orders all non-emergency staff to

leave its embassy in Baghdad and consulate in Arbil, due
to an “imminent” threat from Iranian-linked Iraqi militias.
Germany and the Netherlands say they are halting their
training of soldiers in Iraq. 

‘Deterrence’ 
Trump issues an ominous warning to Iran on May 19,

suggesting that if the Islamic republic attacks American
interests, it will be destroyed. “If Iran wants to fight,
that will be the official end of Iran. Never threaten the
United States again,” Trump says in a tweet. On May 21
Pompeo says it is “quite possible” Iran was responsible
for mysterious sabotage incidents of oil tankers off the
UAE or drone strikes on a Saudi crude pipeline. “This is
about deterrence, not about war. We are not about
going to war,” says Shanahan the same day. On May 24
the US announces it is deploying 1,500 additional
troops to the Middle East to counter “credible threats”
from Iran, a move Tehran denounces as “a threat to
international peace”.

On May 27 during a visit to Tokyo to meet the new
Japanese Emperor, Trump says the US is not seeking
“regime change” in Iran. The Islamic republic “has a
chance to be a great country, with the same leadership.
We’re not looking for regime change, I want to make
that clear. We’re looking for no nuclear weapons,” says
Trump — AFP 

Timeline of escalation in the Gulf 


