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American rap star Chris Brown failed to appear at a
hearing yesterday in Paris where he had been sum-
moned to a face-to-face meeting with a

Frenchwoman who has accused him of rape, her lawyer
said. The woman, 24, says Brown along with his bodyguard
and a friend of assaulted her in the luxury Mandarin
Oriental hotel on the night of January 15. Brown and his
associates were released without charge in January after
being held for questioning after the allegations of aggra-
vated rape and a drug offence. But the woman has stood
by the accusations and police summoned Brown to a
“confrontation” with his accuser.

Gloria Allred, the high-profile American women’s rights
lawyer representing the accuser, said that Brown’s failure
to show up was a “scandal”.  “Why did he fail to come
today? Does he think that he is above the law in France?
Does he think that the French criminal justice system is a
joke?” she told reporters outside the court. The woman,
who has not been identified by name, told police she met
Brown in a nightclub near the Champs-Elysees avenue
with a group of other party-goers.

She then agreed to go back to the hotel, which is on the
glitzy Rue du Faubourg Saint-Honore. Lawyers for the
Grammy Award-winning singer have said  he is innocent
and they are considering a libel lawsuit. Allred has taken
on a string of high-profile cases representing women,
including some who claim they were abused by R&B star
R. Kelly. She has also represented a woman who alleged
she was sexually assaulted at Brown’s home during a
drug- and alcohol-fuelled party in 2017. “Did he learn that
I was coming to Paris to support my client?” Allred said
outside the court. “Was he afraid of me? And is that the
reason that he chose not to show up?”

The singer, who according to Billboard has sold more
than 100 million records, has been in the news more for his
legal troubles than hit releases in recent years. In 2009 he
was convicted of beating fellow singer Rihanna, his girl-
friend at the time, who missed the Grammy Awards
because of her injuries. Contacted by AFP, Brown’s French
lawyer Raphael Chiche was not immediately available for
comment. — AFP

Climate activist Greta Thunberg called on citizens to
“change everything” to avert climate crisis, at the
start of a conference in Vienna yesterday organized

by former California governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.
“We young people are waking up and we promise, we
won’t let you get away with it anymore,” 16-year-old
Thunberg told delegates. She was speaking after green
parties emerged as one of the big winners in the European
parliamentary elections.  Climate change was “the biggest
crisis that humanity has ever faced,” said Thunberg. “It is
not something you can ‘like’ on Facebook.”

Technological developments in fields such as electric
cars and solar energy should not leave people with the
impression that they could “solve the crisis without mak-
ing any efforts”, she said. “Once we realize, we act, we
change. Humans are very adaptable,” she added. Thunberg
has become a figurehead for young climate activists inter-
nationally, inspiring hundreds of thousands of other youths
to strike from school in “Fridays For Future” protests. She
was speaking at the Austrian World Summit, an initiative
launched by Schwarzenegger, which brings together some

1,200 figures from the worlds of science, politics and busi-
ness to discuss ways to tackle climate change. 

In a speech at the event, Schwarzenegger called on
world leaders to “stop lying to the people about pollution
and about the climate change” and to “invest in the green
energy of the future”. UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres regretted that “many of the countries that in Paris
promised to do a number of things are not even catching
up with their own promises”. The 2015 Paris agreement,
negotiated under the auspices of the UN, enjoins nations
to cap global warming at “well below” two degrees
Celsius (3.6 Fahrenheit). But US President Donald Trump
pulled out of the accord in 2017.

“Climate disruption is upon us, and it is progressing
faster than our efforts to address it,” Guterres said. In
Sunday’s European parliament elections green parties
managed double-digit scores in some of Europe’s biggest
countries, including 20 percent in Germany. Polling data
indicates younger voters in particular turned towards
environmentalist parties in order to put climate action
more firmly on the agenda. — AFP

US lawyer Gloria Allred addresses the press yesterday outside
a French crime Police headquarters in Paris where her client,
a woman who filed a complaint against US singer Chris Brown
for rape, is being heard by investigators. — AFP

(From left) UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres, Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg, Austrian President Alexander Van
der Bellen and Austrian-US actor, filmmaker, politician and activist Arnold Schwarzenegger pose for photographers prior the
opening ceremony of the R20 Regions of Climate Action Austrian World Summit in Vienna, Austria. — AFP 

Sun-kissed and shaggy-haired, Nguyen Thai Binh
swaps his flip flops for bulky boots ahead of snow-
boarding practice on the sand dunes of southern

Vietnam-the unlikely training ground for the country’s
fledgling winter athletes with mountain-sized ambitions.
Binh is one of Vietnam’s top snowboarders, pioneering a
push to boost winter sports in Southeast Asia where
snowfall is virtually unheard of.  But it’s been an uphill
battle for athletes like him facing funding shortfalls, lack
of public interest and few training facilities, namely snowy
mountains. 

“This sport is so new for Vietnamese, and we don’t have
any snow to practice on,” said 29-year-old Binh, looking
California cool in a Quicksilver cap and bright boardshorts.
Though Vietnam’s northern Sapa mountains see the occa-
sional dusting in winter months, there are no snow slopes
for aspiring skiers and snowboarders in the tropical coun-
try.  Instead, Binh boards on the undulating sand dunes of
Mui Ne, better known for picture-perfect vistas and
breakneck ATV rides on offer for tourists in the sunny
southern province of Binh Thuan.

Binh made his international debut at the Asian Winter
Games in Sapporo, Japan in 2017, joining Vietnam’s first-
ever team to compete in the tournament long-dominated
by Japan, South Korea and China. It was a lifelong dream
for Binh who fell in love with sports as a scrawny kid, so
skinny that he was taunted by classmates for looking like a
drug addict.  Committed to bulking up, he tried his hand at
martial arts, then kitesurfing and longboarding before he
started sandsurfing in 2007.  

Like most of his teammates, the Asian Winter Games in
Sapporo was his first time seeing snow. The skiers too had
only ever trained on sand using tree branches as slalom
poles on the sandy slopes of Mui Ne. “I was hesitant, I’d
been practising on the sand dunes for a while so I had the
technique, but the snow was so slippery,” Binh told AFP. 

Broken limbs, frozen toes 
It was an eventful week for the seven athletes who com-

peted for Vietnam. Many didn’t have proper winter gear
and froze if they stayed outside for too long. Skier Pham
Tien Dat tumbled during slalom training, broke his shoulder
and couldn’t compete. The Vietnamese journalists covering
the games got sick and were hospitalized.   As for sports
junkie Binh, his other hobbies served him well in Sapporo. 

“Binh was a fast learner because of his longboarding
and surfing skills,” said Le Quan, the Vietnam team coach.
Vietnam walked away with no medals, but plenty of pride.
“We went to Sapporo not aiming for a high ranking but to
challenge ourselves,” Quan told AFP.  There were eight
Southeast Asian teams at the 2017 games, the highest num-
ber since 1986 when the Philippines became the first coun-
try from the region to compete. 

The director general of the Olympic Council of Asia
Husain Al Musallam said winter sports have developed
among Southeast Asian athletes “in a very good way” and
expects the number of participants to jump for the next
games in 2021.  Many athletes so far have been skaters,
thanks to an increasing number of ice rinks in malls and
sports centers across the region, including Vietnam.
Further afield, countries with warm climates from Ghana to
Mexico to Nigeria have broken into winter sports. 

Perhaps the most famous tropical team is Jamaica’s
bobsled troupe whose story is chronicled in the popular
90s comedy “Cool Runnings”.   The main hurdle for winter
sports in warm weather countries is money. Vietnam’s com-
munist government has put some money into skating and
ice hockey, but Binh says snowboarding remains a neglect-
ed sport. “Snowboarding is struggling to develop here
because there’s no snow, and Vietnam doesn’t have much
money to send athletes abroad to train,” he said. 

Binh is hoping to compete at the next Asian Winter
Games in 2021 — if he can find a sponsor.  Until then
his main focus is on longboarding, with sights set on
the Southeast Asian Games in Philippines later this
year. Skateboarding made its debut at the competition
last year and will premiere at the Olympics in Japan in
2020.  But Binh says snowboarding is still his first pas-
sion, and he’s proud to have helped it grow in Vietnam.
“Before we competed (in Sapporo) no one knew about
winter sports, no one could have even imagined we
could have a team.”— AFP

Nguyen Thai Binh riding down sand dunes on
his snowboard in the southern Vietnamese
town of Mui Ne. — AFP photos

Snowboarder Nguyen Thai Binh walking atop a sand dune in the southern Vietnamese town of Mui Ne.

Nguyen Thai Binh preparing to ride down a sand dune on his snowboard.Nguyen Thai Binh riding down sand dunes on his snowboard in the southern
Vietnamese town of Mui Ne.

Snowboarder Nguyen Thai Binh walking atop a sand dunes in the southern
Vietnamese town of Mui Ne.


