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After EU’s Juncker: 
Three candidates 
and a dark horse

More than 200 million Europeans voted
across 28 countries, and a new European
Parliament is taking shape, but are we any

closer to knowing who will lead the EU executive?
Jean-Claude Juncker steps down as president of the
European Commission this year, and EU leaders
want a full new team in place by the end of this year
to take charge. 

They will meet for dinner Tuesday to launch
their summer top jobs fair, but so far there is no
agreement on a name, nor on a method for finding
one. Senior members of the European Parliament
will try to insist someone who took part in the
campaign as one of their lead candidates should
get the job. But the European Council of national
leaders will be loathe to cede their right, encoded
in the European Treaty, to choose a nominee to be
ratified by lawmakers.

Weber: The right’s quiet champion?
Manfred Weber thinks of himself as the favorite,

and the centre-right EPP parliamentary group says
it is determined that he will get the nod when the
leaders meet. But the 46-year-old Bavarian conser-
vative, an engineer by training, will struggle to con-
vince sceptics like French president Emmanuel
Macron. Unlike Juncker, the former premier of
Luxembourg, and other Commission presidents
before him, Weber has no executive experience at
national or EU level.

Germany’s Angela Merkel has promised to back
Weber, and EPP leader Joseph Daul insisted after
the vote that the party won and that its candidate
must get the job. But does he have the authority?
The EPP is still the biggest group, but lost seats
and Weber admitted: “I don’t feel a real powerful
victory today.” 

Vestager: The Liberal’s tax lady 
Alone among the candidates, EU competition

commissioner Margarete Vestager had star power
before the race-the Danish political soap Borgen
was based on her career. She has also been a star
of the outgoing EU administration, a scourge of
the US internet giants that prompted President
Donald Trump to complain about Europe’s “tax
lady”. But she has the backing of the liberal bloc,
which seems to have secured only around 100
seats in the new parliament, weakening any claim
to an electoral mandate.

Macron may end up backing her as an alternative
to Weber, and EU Council president Donald Tusk
has made it clear that a woman should get at least
one of Europe’s top jobs. And she made it clear
Sunday that she wants the job. Asked about the
EPP’s stronger election score, Vestager made refer-
ence to her record of anti-trust actions: “The
monopoly of power is broken.”

Does Timmermans have Timmermentum? -
The 58-year-old former Dutch foreign minister

Frans Timmermans served as Juncker’s deputy and
launched EU legal challenges against Poland and
Hungary’s governments. So his executive credentials
check out, even if the bearded centrist has also
made some enemies on the Council, where there are
only five socialist leaders to back him. Any hope he
has would rely on the Greens, liberals and socialists
unite behind progressive agenda, trusting Weber to
fall in line rather than dealing with the far right.

“I am not putting any claims at all,” he said, per-
haps with false modesty after is S&D group lost
seats. “I hope I can bring together a coalition with a
program we need for the next five years,” he said.
“On the basis of a program and a coalition than we
can start playing the game of thrones, of who gets
which job. but that is the right order.”

Barnier, the impatient understudy 
Former foreign minister and now EU Brexit nego-

tiator Michel Barnier, a suave 68-year-old
Frenchman, is nobody’s top choice for the
Commission-but also nobody’s last. He’s a veteran
Brussels operator, a Gaullist with many close allies
in the parliament, even if he did not go to the bother
of joining the spitzenkandidat process. Like Weber
and a good number of EU leaders including Merkel,
he is from the centre-right EPP group. And like
Macron, he’s at least French, at a point when many
in Paris this it’s their turn to lead the Commission or
at least something big, like the European Central
Bank. But MEPs seem determined to honor their
process, and if Macron blocks Merkel’s man she’s
unlikely to approve his.  — AFP 

British Prime Minister Theresa May has announced
she will quit next month, triggering a contest that
will bring a new leader to power who is likely to

push for a cleaner break with the European Union. Below
are Conservatives who have either said they are putting
themselves forward or are widely expected to run for the
leadership, and what they have said about Brexit:
Announced they are running:

Boris Johnson, 54
The face of the official campaign to leave the European

Union, Johnson resigned as foreign minister in July in
protest at May’s handling of the exit negotiations. Johnson
set out his pitch to the membership in a speech at the par-
ty’s annual conference in October - some members queued
for hours to get a seat. He called on the party to return to
its traditional values of low tax and strong policing.

On Brexit, Johnson used a newspaper column in April to
argue for a “standstill arrangement - a managed no deal -
that would give us time to negotiate an FTA (Free Trade
Arrangement) and to solve the issues raised in Northern
Ireland.” On Friday he said: “We will leave the EU on
October 31, deal or no deal” adding that a second referen-
dum on EU membership would be a “very bad idea” and
divisive. He is the bookmakers’ favorite to succeed May.

Dominic Raab, 45
Raab quit as May’s Brexit minister last year in protest

at her draft exit agreement saying it did not match the
promises the Conservative Party made in the 2017 elec-
tion. Raab served only five months as head of the Brexit
department. He had held junior ministerial roles since
being elected in 2010. Raab, a black belt in karate, cam-
paigned for Brexit.

On Brexit, Raab told the BBC on Sunday that he
plans to seek a “fairer deal” with Brussels, including
renegotiating the customs and border plans relating to
Northern Ireland. He also said he would not delay Brexit
beyond October however, and was prepared to leave
without a deal. Raab said he expected that if Britain left
without a deal, it would likely get to keep around 25 bil-
lion pounds of its 39 billion pound exit payment, and the
government could use that money to support businesses
through Brexit.

Michael Gove, 51
Gove, one of the highest-profile Brexit campaigners

during the 2016 referendum, has had to rebuild his cabinet
career after falling early to May in the contest to replace
David Cameron, who resigned the day after losing the ref-
erendum. Seen as one of the most effective members of
cabinet in bringing forward new policies, the high-energy
environment minister has become a surprise ally to May
and has backed her Brexit strategy. He teamed up with
Johnson during the 2016 Brexit campaign only to scupper
Johnson’s subsequent leadership bid by withdrawing his
support at the last moment to run himself. Gove said he
believed he could unite the party and deliver Brexit, but
did not set out what his plans were.

Jeremy Hunt, 52
Hunt replaced Johnson as foreign minister in July and

has urged the Conservative membership to set aside their
differences over Brexit and unite against a common foe -
the EU. Hunt voted to remain in the EU in the referendum.
He served six years as Britain’s health minister, a role that
has made him unpopular with many voters who work in or
rely on the state-run, financially stretched National Health
Service. On Brexit, Hunt told the Sunday Times: “We can
never take no deal off the table but the best way of avoid-
ing it is to make sure you have someone who is capable of
negotiating a deal.”

At a lunch with journalists last month, he said: “I would
always prefer to leave with a deal because I think there
will be disruption without a deal ... it would potentially be

very significant and that is something I think anyone sensi-
ble would wish to avoid.” But added: “If there was a binary
choice between no deal or no Brexit, I would choose no
deal because I think the democratic risk of no Brexit ulti-
mately is higher than the economic risk of no deal.”

Rory Stewart, 46
A former diplomat who once walked 6,000 miles across

Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India and Nepal, Stewart was
promoted to International Development Secretary this
month. Educated at the exclusive Eton College, Stewart
was first elected to parliament in 2010 and backed remain-
ing in the EU in the 2016 referendum. He opposes a “no
deal” exit and has been a vocal advocate of May’s deal
with Brussels.

On Brexit, he told Sky News on Sunday that he favored
a “pragmatic, moderate Brexit”. He said he would not seek
to change the Withdrawal Agreement which has been
rejected by parliament three times and said anyone who
said they could do so by October was “deluding them-
selves or deluding the country”. “We have a deal negotiat-
ed with the European Union on the Withdrawal
Agreement. What I would be doing in parliament and with
the British people is sorting out that political declaration
and landing it so we can get out and move on.”

Andrea Leadsom, 56
A pro-Brexit campaigner, Leadsom made it to the last

two in the 2016 contest to replace Cameron. She withdrew
after a backlash to an interview in which she said being a
mother gave her more of a stake in the future of the coun-
try than May. Leadsom quit as Leader of the House of
Commons earlier this month, saying she did not believe the
government’s approach would deliver on the Brexit refer-
endum result. On Brexit, she told the Sunday Times she
would put significant effort into encouraging the EU to
come up with a “deal that we can all live with” but also
said Britain had to leave by the end of October, with or
without a deal.

Matt Hancock, 40
Health minister Hancock, a former economist at the

Bank of England, supported “Remain” in 2016. First elect-
ed to parliament in 2010, he has held several ministerial
roles. On Brexit, he told BBC Radio that leaving without a
deal was not an option as parliament would not allow it. He
said he was open to renegotiate May’s deal with the EU
but would focus on getting a Brexit deal through parlia-
ment. “There is no point in becoming prime minister at this
moment unless I am completely straight forward about the
trade offs that exist and the realities of it. The trade offs
between sovereignty and market access, the trade offs
required to get a deal through this parliament,” he said.

Esther Mcvey, 51
The pro-Brexit former television presenter, who

resigned as work and pensions minister in November in
protest at May’s exit deal with the EU, said on Sunday
Britain has to leave on Oct 31 and “if that means without a
deal, then that is what it means.” She told Sky News: “We
won’t be asking for any more extensions, that is part of the
corrosive uncertainty that individuals, business and the
country don’t want.” “We need to make sure we are ready
to leave on that date. If the EU wants to come to us, the
door is open, if they want to have a better deal that is fine,
we have always wanted a free trade agreement but what
we have got to do is not waste time, time is limited, we
have to make sure that we are ready to leave.”

Sajid Javid, 49
Javid, a former banker and a champion of free markets,

has served a number of cabinet roles and scores consis-
tently well in polls of party members. A second-generation
immigrant of Pakistani heritage, he has a portrait of late
Conservative Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher on his

office wall. Javid voted “Remain” in the 2016 referendum
but was previously considered to be eurosceptic. 

Expected to run:
Penny Mordaunt, 46

Mordaunt is one of the last remaining pro-Brexit mem-
bers of May’s cabinet. She became Britain’s first female
defence secretary this month. A Royal Navy reservist,
Mordaunt was previously international development min-
ister. Many had expected her to join the wave of resigna-
tions that followed the publication of May’s draft with-
drawal deal.

Graham Brady, 51
Brady resigned as chair of the influential 1922

Committee of Conservative lawmakers on Friday because
he was considering running for the leadership, the BBC
reported. The 1922 Committee oversees the leadership
contest.

Kit Malthouse, 52
A former deputy mayor of London, Malthouse became

a Member of Parliament in 2015. He is a junior housing
minister and helped author the so-called Malthouse
Compromise plan to replace the unpopular Irish backstop
in Britain’s EU exit deal with alternative arrangements to
avoid a hard border. The Sun newspaper reported he was
setting up a campaign team.

James Cleverly, 49
Cleverly became a junior Brexit minister last month,

having previously been deputy chair of the Conservative
Party. He worked in publishing before being elected to
parliament in 2015. — Reuters

Who wants to be UK’s next prime minister?

A combination of pictures shows the eight contenders declared as of May 26 to replace Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May when she resigns on June 7: (Top left to right) Britain’s
Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt, former foreign secretary Boris Johnson, Britain’s Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Secretary Michael Gove, former Brexit secretary Dominic
Raab, (bottom left to right) Britain’s International Development Secretary Rory Stewart, former works and pensions secretary Esther McVey, former leader of the House of Commons
Andrea Leadsom, and Britain’s Health and Social Care Secretary Matt Hancock, all pictured in Downing Street, central London. — AFP 

A pro-Brexit campaigner walks during the first leg of the
March To Leave march in Sunderland. — AFP 


