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Kuwaiti Cabinet underlines
OIC conference’s significance

Ministers informed about Iraqi Prime Minister’s visit’s outcomes
KUWAIT:  The  Kuwa i t i  Cab ine t  yes te rday
stressed the importance of the coming conference
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
due in Makkah in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on
May 31. The OIC gathering will be an opportunity
for the conferees to share views on an array of
issues that concern the Muslim world, the Cabinet
said in a statement issued following its customary
weekly meeting presided over by His Highness the
Pr ime Minister  Sheikh Jaber  Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah.

At the onset of the meeting, the Cabinet was notified
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah’s accompanying delegation while
attending the Islamic conference, which comprises
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Finance Minister
Nayef Al-Hajraf, Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs
and Minister of State for Municipal Affairs Fahad Al-

Shualah and several other state officials.
Then, the ministers were informed about the out-

comes of a recent visit by Iraqi Prime Minister Adel
Abdul-Mahdi to Kuwait, during which ways of pro-
moting bilateral ties in various fields and regional
challenges were tackled. In this context, the Cabinet
listened to a briefing from Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
on how to put bilateral agreements in place for the
common interest of both neighbors.

The Cabinet, further, congratulated newly re-
elected Indonesian President Joko Widodo and new-
ly re-elected Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
wishing them the best of luck and more progress and
prosperity to their people. The Cabinet condemned
recent mosque attacks in Kabul in Afghanistan and
Quetta in Pakistan, which left a number of people
dead or injured. In this regard, the ministers echoed
Kuwait’s unwavering position that rejects all violent
and terrorist acts irrespective of motives. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s
meeting yesterday. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
received the visiting Iranian Deputy
Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchi yester-
day. During the meeting, the Iranian
official delivered Sheikh Sabah Khaled a
message from Iranian Foreign Minister
Javad Zarif. The meeting was attended
by Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-

Jarallah, Assistant Foreign Minister for
the Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister’s Office Ambassador Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah, Assistant Foreign Minister for
Asia Ambassador Ali Al-Said, Assistant
Foreign Minister for the Deputy Foreign
Minister’s Office Ambassador Ayham
Al-Omar and several other senior offi-
cials of the Foreign Ministry. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister
Abbas Araqchi. — KUNA

Kuwait FM meets Iran Deputy FM

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Responding to the growing num-
ber of street vendors, namely children dis-
playing goods for sale on a number of
streets, municipal councilmembers Ahmad
Al-Enezi and Humoud Al-Enezi demanded
issuing temporary licenses to vendors to
legalize their status. “It is unacceptable to
fight them, confiscate their goods and show
inappropriate photos of them during the
holy month,” said Ahmad Al-Enezi, stressing
that it was their suffering that made them
resort to such illegal trade. Humoud Al-

Enezi described some officials as ‘merciless’
and stressed that the municipality will not
tolerate chasing children around and detain-
ing them in a most humiliating manner.

Separately, Municipal Council Chairman
Osama Al-Otaibi yesterday adjourned the
council’s session due to a lack of quorum
and scheduled a new session to be held
after Eid Al-Fitr. In other news, Capital
municipal teams conducted field visits to
remove violations, said acting cleaning man-
ager Jamal Al-Fadhli, noting that the cam-
paign resulted in filing 25 cleaning and 17
road blockage citations. 

KUWAIT: A fire at a storage facil ity
belonging to the Ministry of  Social
Affairs was extinguished by firefighters
late on Sunday, without any casualties, an
official said. Despite being located within
the ministry’s social welfare homes com-
plex, the storeroom is far from the homes
themselves, and presented no danger to
occupants, a ministry spokesman said.
The ministry along with the Kuwait Fire
Service Directorate plan to investigate
the causes behind the incident, added the
assistant undersecretary for cooperation
Abdulaziz Shuaib. — KUNA

Ministry storeroom fire doused 

KUWAIT: A power transformer at Kuwait University’s Khaldiya campus caught fire Sunday
night. Industrial Shuwaikh and Shuhada fire station responded and put out the blaze. No
injuries were reported. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

Councilmembers propose
temporary licenses to vendors 

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-
Sabah said the Ministry of Health (MoH) is work-
ing on making medical centers examine expatri-
ate workers - namely Africans and Asians - in
their respective countries, especially after
detecting 1,271 cases of infectious diseases from
seven of those countries after laborers arriving in
2017-2018 were re-examined in Kuwait. 

Responding to a parliamentary inquiry filed
by MP Adel Al-Damkhi concerning licensing
centers to examine expats before coming to
work in Kuwait, Sheikh Basel said MoH urged
Kuwaiti embassies abroad to use the unified
GCC e-medical test system as well as re-exam-
ine expats prior to granting them residency visas
in Kuwait.

Later, MoH clarified in a statement that the
cases of infectious diseases mentioned by Sheikh
Basel in his response to Damkhi’s inquiry were
detected in 2017-2019, and not 2019. The min-
istry also stressed none of the cases the minister
mentioned were still in Kuwait, as those diseases
had been detected prior to issuing their residen-
cy visas and they were immediately deported.  

Sheikh Basel had indicated that MoH plans to
adopt new medical tests for those workers and
demand medical reports from visitors from
countries connected to the e-system, adding that

centers violating the conditions will be fined
dearly and removed from the lists of accredited
centers. 

In addition, Sheikh Basel disclosed some clas-
sified information on Damkhi’s request, noting
that there was a rise in various infectious dis-
eases in 2017 including 838 cases of AIDS,
malaria and hepatitis C & B. “We detected 222
tuberculosis, 145 hepatitis and one AIDS case
from Bangladesh; 173 TB, 58 malaria, 32 hepatitis
C, 26 hepatitis B and eight AIDS cases from
India; 52 TB, 29 hepatitis B and 21 hepatitis C
cases from the Philippines; 20 TB and two hepa-
titis B cases from Sri Lanka; nine TB, four hepati-
tis C, three hepatitis B and one AIDS case from
Egypt and finally two TB, one hepatitis B and one
hepatitis C case from Pakistan,” he explained. 

Degrees’ examined
The Ministry of Education (MoE) is currently

scrutinizing the degrees of 13,498 of its employ-
ees including 422 citizens and 86 expats holding
university degrees from various countries such
as Egypt, Bahrain, Jordan, UK, the Philippines,
Lebanon, Sudan and India, said informed
sources. The sources explained that the country
from which the degrees of 6,344 employees at
MoE headquarters were issued is not recorded
in the Civil Service Commission’s (CSC) integrat-
ed system. Further, the sources said statistics

showed 105 Kuwaiti employees hold PhD
degrees. 

Over 30 years
Recent statistics issued by the CSC showed

11,000 government employees, including 8,000
Kuwaiti and around 3,000 expats, have been in
service for over 30 years. Statistics also showed
that 116,000 government employees, including
88,000 citizens, have 10-19 years of experience;
99,000 have less than five years of experience,
82,000 have 5-9 years of experience and
50,000 employees, including 40,000 citizens,
have 20-29 years of experience. 

NGOs’ activities abroad
Following a large number of applications

from non-active NGOs to take part in activities
abroad, the Ministry of Social Affairs’ NGOs
department set new regulations for NGO mem-
bers to take part in conferences, lectures and
seminars held outside Kuwait, said informed
sources, noting that the conditions include lim-
iting the maximum number of participants to
two per NGO, that the conference theme is part
of the goals of the concerned organization’s
establishment, that the society has effective
social contributions, is cooperative with the
ministry and notifies the ministry at least one
month in advance. 

1,271 expat laborers detected with
infectious diseases in 2017-2018



L o c a l Tuesday, May 28, 2019

2

Kuwaiti Cabinet underlines
OIC conference’s significance

Ministers informed about Iraqi Prime Minister’s visit’s outcomes
KUWAIT:  The  Kuwa i t i  Cab ine t  yes te rday
stressed the importance of the coming conference
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
due in Makkah in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on
May 31. The OIC gathering will be an opportunity
for the conferees to share views on an array of
issues that concern the Muslim world, the Cabinet
said in a statement issued following its customary
weekly meeting presided over by His Highness the
Pr ime Minister  Sheikh Jaber  Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah.

At the onset of the meeting, the Cabinet was notified
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah’s accompanying delegation while
attending the Islamic conference, which comprises
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Finance Minister
Nayef Al-Hajraf, Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs
and Minister of State for Municipal Affairs Fahad Al-

Shualah and several other state officials.
Then, the ministers were informed about the out-

comes of a recent visit by Iraqi Prime Minister Adel
Abdul-Mahdi to Kuwait, during which ways of pro-
moting bilateral ties in various fields and regional
challenges were tackled. In this context, the Cabinet
listened to a briefing from Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
on how to put bilateral agreements in place for the
common interest of both neighbors.

The Cabinet, further, congratulated newly re-
elected Indonesian President Joko Widodo and new-
ly re-elected Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
wishing them the best of luck and more progress and
prosperity to their people. The Cabinet condemned
recent mosque attacks in Kabul in Afghanistan and
Quetta in Pakistan, which left a number of people
dead or injured. In this regard, the ministers echoed
Kuwait’s unwavering position that rejects all violent
and terrorist acts irrespective of motives. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s
meeting yesterday. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
received the visiting Iranian Deputy
Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchi yester-
day. During the meeting, the Iranian
official delivered Sheikh Sabah Khaled a
message from Iranian Foreign Minister
Javad Zarif. The meeting was attended
by Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-

Jarallah, Assistant Foreign Minister for
the Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister’s Office Ambassador Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah, Assistant Foreign Minister for
Asia Ambassador Ali Al-Said, Assistant
Foreign Minister for the Deputy Foreign
Minister’s Office Ambassador Ayham
Al-Omar and several other senior offi-
cials of the Foreign Ministry. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister
Abbas Araqchi. — KUNA

Kuwait FM meets Iran Deputy FM

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Responding to the growing num-
ber of street vendors, namely children dis-
playing goods for sale on a number of
streets, municipal councilmembers Ahmad
Al-Enezi and Humoud Al-Enezi demanded
issuing temporary licenses to vendors to
legalize their status. “It is unacceptable to
fight them, confiscate their goods and show
inappropriate photos of them during the
holy month,” said Ahmad Al-Enezi, stressing
that it was their suffering that made them
resort to such illegal trade. Humoud Al-

Enezi described some officials as ‘merciless’
and stressed that the municipality will not
tolerate chasing children around and detain-
ing them in a most humiliating manner.

Separately, Municipal Council Chairman
Osama Al-Otaibi yesterday adjourned the
council’s session due to a lack of quorum
and scheduled a new session to be held
after Eid Al-Fitr. In other news, Capital
municipal teams conducted field visits to
remove violations, said acting cleaning man-
ager Jamal Al-Fadhli, noting that the cam-
paign resulted in filing 25 cleaning and 17
road blockage citations. 

KUWAIT: A fire at a storage facil ity
belonging to the Ministry of  Social
Affairs was extinguished by firefighters
late on Sunday, without any casualties, an
official said. Despite being located within
the ministry’s social welfare homes com-
plex, the storeroom is far from the homes
themselves, and presented no danger to
occupants, a ministry spokesman said.
The ministry along with the Kuwait Fire
Service Directorate plan to investigate
the causes behind the incident, added the
assistant undersecretary for cooperation
Abdulaziz Shuaib. — KUNA

Ministry storeroom fire doused 

KUWAIT: A power transformer at Kuwait University’s Khaldiya campus caught fire Sunday
night. Industrial Shuwaikh and Shuhada fire station responded and put out the blaze. No
injuries were reported. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

Councilmembers propose
temporary licenses to vendors 

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-
Sabah said the Ministry of Health (MoH) is work-
ing on making medical centers examine expatri-
ate workers - namely Africans and Asians - in
their respective countries, especially after
detecting 1,271 cases of infectious diseases from
seven of those countries after laborers arriving in
2017-2018 were re-examined in Kuwait. 

Responding to a parliamentary inquiry filed
by MP Adel Al-Damkhi concerning licensing
centers to examine expats before coming to
work in Kuwait, Sheikh Basel said MoH urged
Kuwaiti embassies abroad to use the unified
GCC e-medical test system as well as re-exam-
ine expats prior to granting them residency visas
in Kuwait.

Later, MoH clarified in a statement that the
cases of infectious diseases mentioned by Sheikh
Basel in his response to Damkhi’s inquiry were
detected in 2017-2019, and not 2019. The min-
istry also stressed none of the cases the minister
mentioned were still in Kuwait, as those diseases
had been detected prior to issuing their residen-
cy visas and they were immediately deported.  

Sheikh Basel had indicated that MoH plans to
adopt new medical tests for those workers and
demand medical reports from visitors from
countries connected to the e-system, adding that

centers violating the conditions will be fined
dearly and removed from the lists of accredited
centers. 

In addition, Sheikh Basel disclosed some clas-
sified information on Damkhi’s request, noting
that there was a rise in various infectious dis-
eases in 2017 including 838 cases of AIDS,
malaria and hepatitis C & B. “We detected 222
tuberculosis, 145 hepatitis and one AIDS case
from Bangladesh; 173 TB, 58 malaria, 32 hepatitis
C, 26 hepatitis B and eight AIDS cases from
India; 52 TB, 29 hepatitis B and 21 hepatitis C
cases from the Philippines; 20 TB and two hepa-
titis B cases from Sri Lanka; nine TB, four hepati-
tis C, three hepatitis B and one AIDS case from
Egypt and finally two TB, one hepatitis B and one
hepatitis C case from Pakistan,” he explained. 

Degrees’ examined
The Ministry of Education (MoE) is currently

scrutinizing the degrees of 13,498 of its employ-
ees including 422 citizens and 86 expats holding
university degrees from various countries such
as Egypt, Bahrain, Jordan, UK, the Philippines,
Lebanon, Sudan and India, said informed
sources. The sources explained that the country
from which the degrees of 6,344 employees at
MoE headquarters were issued is not recorded
in the Civil Service Commission’s (CSC) integrat-
ed system. Further, the sources said statistics

showed 105 Kuwaiti employees hold PhD
degrees. 

Over 30 years
Recent statistics issued by the CSC showed

11,000 government employees, including 8,000
Kuwaiti and around 3,000 expats, have been in
service for over 30 years. Statistics also showed
that 116,000 government employees, including
88,000 citizens, have 10-19 years of experience;
99,000 have less than five years of experience,
82,000 have 5-9 years of experience and
50,000 employees, including 40,000 citizens,
have 20-29 years of experience. 

NGOs’ activities abroad
Following a large number of applications

from non-active NGOs to take part in activities
abroad, the Ministry of Social Affairs’ NGOs
department set new regulations for NGO mem-
bers to take part in conferences, lectures and
seminars held outside Kuwait, said informed
sources, noting that the conditions include lim-
iting the maximum number of participants to
two per NGO, that the conference theme is part
of the goals of the concerned organization’s
establishment, that the society has effective
social contributions, is cooperative with the
ministry and notifies the ministry at least one
month in advance. 

1,271 expat laborers detected with
infectious diseases in 2017-2018



L o c a l Tuesday, May 28, 2019

2

Kuwaiti Cabinet underlines
OIC conference’s significance

Ministers informed about Iraqi Prime Minister’s visit’s outcomes
KUWAIT:  The  Kuwa i t i  Cab ine t  yes te rday
stressed the importance of the coming conference
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
due in Makkah in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on
May 31. The OIC gathering will be an opportunity
for the conferees to share views on an array of
issues that concern the Muslim world, the Cabinet
said in a statement issued following its customary
weekly meeting presided over by His Highness the
Pr ime Minister  Sheikh Jaber  Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah.

At the onset of the meeting, the Cabinet was notified
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah’s accompanying delegation while
attending the Islamic conference, which comprises
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Finance Minister
Nayef Al-Hajraf, Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs
and Minister of State for Municipal Affairs Fahad Al-

Shualah and several other state officials.
Then, the ministers were informed about the out-

comes of a recent visit by Iraqi Prime Minister Adel
Abdul-Mahdi to Kuwait, during which ways of pro-
moting bilateral ties in various fields and regional
challenges were tackled. In this context, the Cabinet
listened to a briefing from Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
on how to put bilateral agreements in place for the
common interest of both neighbors.

The Cabinet, further, congratulated newly re-
elected Indonesian President Joko Widodo and new-
ly re-elected Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
wishing them the best of luck and more progress and
prosperity to their people. The Cabinet condemned
recent mosque attacks in Kabul in Afghanistan and
Quetta in Pakistan, which left a number of people
dead or injured. In this regard, the ministers echoed
Kuwait’s unwavering position that rejects all violent
and terrorist acts irrespective of motives. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s
meeting yesterday. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
received the visiting Iranian Deputy
Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchi yester-
day. During the meeting, the Iranian
official delivered Sheikh Sabah Khaled a
message from Iranian Foreign Minister
Javad Zarif. The meeting was attended
by Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-

Jarallah, Assistant Foreign Minister for
the Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister’s Office Ambassador Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah, Assistant Foreign Minister for
Asia Ambassador Ali Al-Said, Assistant
Foreign Minister for the Deputy Foreign
Minister’s Office Ambassador Ayham
Al-Omar and several other senior offi-
cials of the Foreign Ministry. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister
Abbas Araqchi. — KUNA

Kuwait FM meets Iran Deputy FM

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Responding to the growing num-
ber of street vendors, namely children dis-
playing goods for sale on a number of
streets, municipal councilmembers Ahmad
Al-Enezi and Humoud Al-Enezi demanded
issuing temporary licenses to vendors to
legalize their status. “It is unacceptable to
fight them, confiscate their goods and show
inappropriate photos of them during the
holy month,” said Ahmad Al-Enezi, stressing
that it was their suffering that made them
resort to such illegal trade. Humoud Al-

Enezi described some officials as ‘merciless’
and stressed that the municipality will not
tolerate chasing children around and detain-
ing them in a most humiliating manner.

Separately, Municipal Council Chairman
Osama Al-Otaibi yesterday adjourned the
council’s session due to a lack of quorum
and scheduled a new session to be held
after Eid Al-Fitr. In other news, Capital
municipal teams conducted field visits to
remove violations, said acting cleaning man-
ager Jamal Al-Fadhli, noting that the cam-
paign resulted in filing 25 cleaning and 17
road blockage citations. 

KUWAIT: A fire at a storage facil ity
belonging to the Ministry of  Social
Affairs was extinguished by firefighters
late on Sunday, without any casualties, an
official said. Despite being located within
the ministry’s social welfare homes com-
plex, the storeroom is far from the homes
themselves, and presented no danger to
occupants, a ministry spokesman said.
The ministry along with the Kuwait Fire
Service Directorate plan to investigate
the causes behind the incident, added the
assistant undersecretary for cooperation
Abdulaziz Shuaib. — KUNA

Ministry storeroom fire doused 

KUWAIT: A power transformer at Kuwait University’s Khaldiya campus caught fire Sunday
night. Industrial Shuwaikh and Shuhada fire station responded and put out the blaze. No
injuries were reported. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

Councilmembers propose
temporary licenses to vendors 

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-
Sabah said the Ministry of Health (MoH) is work-
ing on making medical centers examine expatri-
ate workers - namely Africans and Asians - in
their respective countries, especially after
detecting 1,271 cases of infectious diseases from
seven of those countries after laborers arriving in
2017-2018 were re-examined in Kuwait. 

Responding to a parliamentary inquiry filed
by MP Adel Al-Damkhi concerning licensing
centers to examine expats before coming to
work in Kuwait, Sheikh Basel said MoH urged
Kuwaiti embassies abroad to use the unified
GCC e-medical test system as well as re-exam-
ine expats prior to granting them residency visas
in Kuwait.

Later, MoH clarified in a statement that the
cases of infectious diseases mentioned by Sheikh
Basel in his response to Damkhi’s inquiry were
detected in 2017-2019, and not 2019. The min-
istry also stressed none of the cases the minister
mentioned were still in Kuwait, as those diseases
had been detected prior to issuing their residen-
cy visas and they were immediately deported.  

Sheikh Basel had indicated that MoH plans to
adopt new medical tests for those workers and
demand medical reports from visitors from
countries connected to the e-system, adding that

centers violating the conditions will be fined
dearly and removed from the lists of accredited
centers. 

In addition, Sheikh Basel disclosed some clas-
sified information on Damkhi’s request, noting
that there was a rise in various infectious dis-
eases in 2017 including 838 cases of AIDS,
malaria and hepatitis C & B. “We detected 222
tuberculosis, 145 hepatitis and one AIDS case
from Bangladesh; 173 TB, 58 malaria, 32 hepatitis
C, 26 hepatitis B and eight AIDS cases from
India; 52 TB, 29 hepatitis B and 21 hepatitis C
cases from the Philippines; 20 TB and two hepa-
titis B cases from Sri Lanka; nine TB, four hepati-
tis C, three hepatitis B and one AIDS case from
Egypt and finally two TB, one hepatitis B and one
hepatitis C case from Pakistan,” he explained. 

Degrees’ examined
The Ministry of Education (MoE) is currently

scrutinizing the degrees of 13,498 of its employ-
ees including 422 citizens and 86 expats holding
university degrees from various countries such
as Egypt, Bahrain, Jordan, UK, the Philippines,
Lebanon, Sudan and India, said informed
sources. The sources explained that the country
from which the degrees of 6,344 employees at
MoE headquarters were issued is not recorded
in the Civil Service Commission’s (CSC) integrat-
ed system. Further, the sources said statistics

showed 105 Kuwaiti employees hold PhD
degrees. 

Over 30 years
Recent statistics issued by the CSC showed

11,000 government employees, including 8,000
Kuwaiti and around 3,000 expats, have been in
service for over 30 years. Statistics also showed
that 116,000 government employees, including
88,000 citizens, have 10-19 years of experience;
99,000 have less than five years of experience,
82,000 have 5-9 years of experience and
50,000 employees, including 40,000 citizens,
have 20-29 years of experience. 

NGOs’ activities abroad
Following a large number of applications

from non-active NGOs to take part in activities
abroad, the Ministry of Social Affairs’ NGOs
department set new regulations for NGO mem-
bers to take part in conferences, lectures and
seminars held outside Kuwait, said informed
sources, noting that the conditions include lim-
iting the maximum number of participants to
two per NGO, that the conference theme is part
of the goals of the concerned organization’s
establishment, that the society has effective
social contributions, is cooperative with the
ministry and notifies the ministry at least one
month in advance. 

1,271 expat laborers detected with
infectious diseases in 2017-2018



L o c a l Tuesday, May 28, 2019

2

Kuwaiti Cabinet underlines
OIC conference’s significance

Ministers informed about Iraqi Prime Minister’s visit’s outcomes
KUWAIT:  The  Kuwa i t i  Cab ine t  yes te rday
stressed the importance of the coming conference
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
due in Makkah in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on
May 31. The OIC gathering will be an opportunity
for the conferees to share views on an array of
issues that concern the Muslim world, the Cabinet
said in a statement issued following its customary
weekly meeting presided over by His Highness the
Pr ime Minister  Sheikh Jaber  Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah.

At the onset of the meeting, the Cabinet was notified
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah’s accompanying delegation while
attending the Islamic conference, which comprises
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Finance Minister
Nayef Al-Hajraf, Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs
and Minister of State for Municipal Affairs Fahad Al-

Shualah and several other state officials.
Then, the ministers were informed about the out-

comes of a recent visit by Iraqi Prime Minister Adel
Abdul-Mahdi to Kuwait, during which ways of pro-
moting bilateral ties in various fields and regional
challenges were tackled. In this context, the Cabinet
listened to a briefing from Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
on how to put bilateral agreements in place for the
common interest of both neighbors.

The Cabinet, further, congratulated newly re-
elected Indonesian President Joko Widodo and new-
ly re-elected Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
wishing them the best of luck and more progress and
prosperity to their people. The Cabinet condemned
recent mosque attacks in Kabul in Afghanistan and
Quetta in Pakistan, which left a number of people
dead or injured. In this regard, the ministers echoed
Kuwait’s unwavering position that rejects all violent
and terrorist acts irrespective of motives. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s
meeting yesterday. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
received the visiting Iranian Deputy
Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchi yester-
day. During the meeting, the Iranian
official delivered Sheikh Sabah Khaled a
message from Iranian Foreign Minister
Javad Zarif. The meeting was attended
by Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-

Jarallah, Assistant Foreign Minister for
the Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister’s Office Ambassador Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah, Assistant Foreign Minister for
Asia Ambassador Ali Al-Said, Assistant
Foreign Minister for the Deputy Foreign
Minister’s Office Ambassador Ayham
Al-Omar and several other senior offi-
cials of the Foreign Ministry. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister
Abbas Araqchi. — KUNA

Kuwait FM meets Iran Deputy FM

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Responding to the growing num-
ber of street vendors, namely children dis-
playing goods for sale on a number of
streets, municipal councilmembers Ahmad
Al-Enezi and Humoud Al-Enezi demanded
issuing temporary licenses to vendors to
legalize their status. “It is unacceptable to
fight them, confiscate their goods and show
inappropriate photos of them during the
holy month,” said Ahmad Al-Enezi, stressing
that it was their suffering that made them
resort to such illegal trade. Humoud Al-

Enezi described some officials as ‘merciless’
and stressed that the municipality will not
tolerate chasing children around and detain-
ing them in a most humiliating manner.

Separately, Municipal Council Chairman
Osama Al-Otaibi yesterday adjourned the
council’s session due to a lack of quorum
and scheduled a new session to be held
after Eid Al-Fitr. In other news, Capital
municipal teams conducted field visits to
remove violations, said acting cleaning man-
ager Jamal Al-Fadhli, noting that the cam-
paign resulted in filing 25 cleaning and 17
road blockage citations. 

KUWAIT: A fire at a storage facil ity
belonging to the Ministry of  Social
Affairs was extinguished by firefighters
late on Sunday, without any casualties, an
official said. Despite being located within
the ministry’s social welfare homes com-
plex, the storeroom is far from the homes
themselves, and presented no danger to
occupants, a ministry spokesman said.
The ministry along with the Kuwait Fire
Service Directorate plan to investigate
the causes behind the incident, added the
assistant undersecretary for cooperation
Abdulaziz Shuaib. — KUNA

Ministry storeroom fire doused 

KUWAIT: A power transformer at Kuwait University’s Khaldiya campus caught fire Sunday
night. Industrial Shuwaikh and Shuhada fire station responded and put out the blaze. No
injuries were reported. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

Councilmembers propose
temporary licenses to vendors 

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-
Sabah said the Ministry of Health (MoH) is work-
ing on making medical centers examine expatri-
ate workers - namely Africans and Asians - in
their respective countries, especially after
detecting 1,271 cases of infectious diseases from
seven of those countries after laborers arriving in
2017-2018 were re-examined in Kuwait. 

Responding to a parliamentary inquiry filed
by MP Adel Al-Damkhi concerning licensing
centers to examine expats before coming to
work in Kuwait, Sheikh Basel said MoH urged
Kuwaiti embassies abroad to use the unified
GCC e-medical test system as well as re-exam-
ine expats prior to granting them residency visas
in Kuwait.

Later, MoH clarified in a statement that the
cases of infectious diseases mentioned by Sheikh
Basel in his response to Damkhi’s inquiry were
detected in 2017-2019, and not 2019. The min-
istry also stressed none of the cases the minister
mentioned were still in Kuwait, as those diseases
had been detected prior to issuing their residen-
cy visas and they were immediately deported.  

Sheikh Basel had indicated that MoH plans to
adopt new medical tests for those workers and
demand medical reports from visitors from
countries connected to the e-system, adding that

centers violating the conditions will be fined
dearly and removed from the lists of accredited
centers. 

In addition, Sheikh Basel disclosed some clas-
sified information on Damkhi’s request, noting
that there was a rise in various infectious dis-
eases in 2017 including 838 cases of AIDS,
malaria and hepatitis C & B. “We detected 222
tuberculosis, 145 hepatitis and one AIDS case
from Bangladesh; 173 TB, 58 malaria, 32 hepatitis
C, 26 hepatitis B and eight AIDS cases from
India; 52 TB, 29 hepatitis B and 21 hepatitis C
cases from the Philippines; 20 TB and two hepa-
titis B cases from Sri Lanka; nine TB, four hepati-
tis C, three hepatitis B and one AIDS case from
Egypt and finally two TB, one hepatitis B and one
hepatitis C case from Pakistan,” he explained. 

Degrees’ examined
The Ministry of Education (MoE) is currently

scrutinizing the degrees of 13,498 of its employ-
ees including 422 citizens and 86 expats holding
university degrees from various countries such
as Egypt, Bahrain, Jordan, UK, the Philippines,
Lebanon, Sudan and India, said informed
sources. The sources explained that the country
from which the degrees of 6,344 employees at
MoE headquarters were issued is not recorded
in the Civil Service Commission’s (CSC) integrat-
ed system. Further, the sources said statistics

showed 105 Kuwaiti employees hold PhD
degrees. 

Over 30 years
Recent statistics issued by the CSC showed

11,000 government employees, including 8,000
Kuwaiti and around 3,000 expats, have been in
service for over 30 years. Statistics also showed
that 116,000 government employees, including
88,000 citizens, have 10-19 years of experience;
99,000 have less than five years of experience,
82,000 have 5-9 years of experience and
50,000 employees, including 40,000 citizens,
have 20-29 years of experience. 

NGOs’ activities abroad
Following a large number of applications

from non-active NGOs to take part in activities
abroad, the Ministry of Social Affairs’ NGOs
department set new regulations for NGO mem-
bers to take part in conferences, lectures and
seminars held outside Kuwait, said informed
sources, noting that the conditions include lim-
iting the maximum number of participants to
two per NGO, that the conference theme is part
of the goals of the concerned organization’s
establishment, that the society has effective
social contributions, is cooperative with the
ministry and notifies the ministry at least one
month in advance. 

1,271 expat laborers detected with
infectious diseases in 2017-2018


