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History of Kuwait

KUWAIT: Traditional coffee shops are an important part in the history of Kuwait, as they served as the daily forum for people. It is worth mentioning that the first coffee shop in Kuwait was the Bu Nashi Cafe, which opened in 1780.
(Source: The KOC archive. Researched by Mahmoud Zakaria, Researcher in Heritage, the Ministry of Information)

KUWAIT: The Ambassador of France to Kuwait Marie Masdupuy and Resident Coordinator of the United Nation Dr Tarek El-Sheikh hosted a ‘Ramadan ghabqa’ at the ambassador’s residence recently. Diplomats and media persons
attended the event. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

‘Shorter working hours and special food’
By Nawara Fattahova
KUWAIT: Ramadan is a joyful time of year in the
Muslim world as fasters gather at sundown to break
their fast with family and friends. In Kuwait, there are
many traditions and activities that take place every year.
To commemorate Ramadan and the experiences of our
readers, this year the Kuwait Times is asking readers
what they love about Ramadan. What is your favorite
food, activity, memory, event, or thing that you absolutely adore and look forward to each year? We want to
know. Email local@kuwaittimes with your answer and it
might end up in the newspaper.
Hussein, 30, enjoys the holy month of Ramadan for
many things that are special for this month only. “On the
professional level, I love work in Ramadan as my working hours are much shorter than the rest of the year. My
timing is from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm only, so it is short
and comfortable,” Hussein told Kuwait Times.
He also loves the Ramadan atmosphere and social
life. “During this holy month, I gather daily with my family and meet with my friends and relatives at ghabqas.
Also, religious practices are special as we have the
‘taraweeh’ and ‘qiyam’ prayers that I perform only during this month,” he added.

Ramadan’s ‘special food’ is also another favorite for
Hussein. “In Ramadan, I get to eat some dishes that are
special to this holy month, such as ‘tashreeb’ and
‘lqeemat,’ as well as the ‘Vimto’ drink,” he said.

