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Hamilton snatches dramatic Monaco GP pole 

MONACO: Lewis Hamilton snatched a dramatic pole
position for yesterday’s Monaco Grand Prix with an
all-time circuit record lap in the final seconds to out-
pace Mercedes team-mate Valtteri Bottas by 0.086
seconds.

The defending five-time champion and series leader
clocked an unprecedented lap in 1min 10.166sec to end
Bottas’ run of three successive poles as Mercedes,
mourning the death this week of non-executive chair-
man Niki Lauda, produced a record-equalling 62nd
front row lockout.

It was an emotional Hamilton’s second pole in
Monaco and the 84th of his career as he dug deep in
the final seconds to find the speed required to grab the
prime grid position from his team-mate. “Whoooah!”
shouted Hamilton on team radio. “That’s what I am
talking about....”

Max Verstappen was third for Red Bull ahead of four-
time champion Sebastian Vettel of Ferrari, Pierre Gasly in
the second Red Bull and Kevin Magnussen for Haas.

Last year’s race winner Daniel Ricciardo was sev-
enth for Renault ahead of Daniel Kvyat of Toro Rosso,
Carlos Sainz of McLaren and Alex Albon in the second
Toro Rosso. “This is the race that every driver dreams
of, even as a kid,” said Hamilton.

“We’ve arrived with a great car, a great battle with
Valtteri and I think the desire and the will to get this
pole. I’ve had to dig deeper than ever before. “We all
take our cars, fast or slow, to the limit and here, at the
limit, it’s like wrestling a bull. I had an oversteer
moment in the Rascasse and I just held on.”

Bottas said: “I’m disappointed. I felt after the first
lap there were plenty of places to improve, but I had
traffic and couldn’t get the tyres up to temperature.”
Luckless local hero Charles Leclerc qualified 16th after
a strategic muddle by Ferrari in the opening part of
qualifying.

After Vettel’s crash in the morning’s final free prac-
tice session, Q1 began cautiously in the warmest con-
ditions of the weekend, the track registering 44

degrees Celsius under a hazy sun. Mercedes, as they
feared, found the conditions testing and required
longer to bring their tyres alive, but were soon first and
third with Bottas and Hamilton sandwiching
Verstappen.

Vettel then bounced his left rear wheel off the barri-
ers in the swimming pool complex, requiring a rapid
pit-stop. He emerged with seconds remaining on shiny
new ‘softs’ as Hamilton topped Bottas, but faced a des-
perate rush to re-climb from 17th - and exceeded
expectations by going fastest in a frantic finale. 

Leclerc was left standing in the Ferrari garage as he
tumbled down the timesheets to finish 16th, the team
not keeping him out after he missed a signal to the
weighbridge. He was pushed back to the scales, to
avoid any penalty, but it was another example of
Ferrari’s operational and decision-making failings.

“I need explanations,” said Leclerc. “The problem
was not the weighbridge and I have had no real
answers. It is very difficult to take as we had plenty

of time and enough fuel... Now, I must take risks in
the race.”

Out with an upset Leclerc, who was fastest in the
morning, went Sergio Perez, Lance Stroll, George
Russell and Robert Kubica. Q2 then began with a blis-
tering record lap from Bottas in 1:10.701. Hamilton was
one-tenth down for second with Verstappen third
ahead of Kvyat.

With four minutes remaining, all 15 returned for a
final flurry in which Verstappen topped Bottas in
1:10.618 - a record that suggested he might repeat Red
Bull’s success, with Ricciardo, last year.

Out went Nico Hulkenberg, Lando Norris, Romain
Grosjean, Kimi Raikkonen and his Alfa team-mate
Antonio Giovinazzi, all bickering about the traffic and
blocking before the top ten shootout.

On his first run, Bottas laid down a marker in a
record 1:10.252 to lead the way ahead of Verstappen as
Hamilton struggled for a clean lap, but all that changed
on his final run. — AFP

MONACO: First placed Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton runs towards fans as he celebrates winning the pole position after the qualifying session at the Monaco street circuit yesterday in Monaco, ahead of the Monaco
Formula 1 Grand Prix. — AFP

Leclerc qualified 16th after strategic muddle by Ferrari in opening part of qualifying

Federer and Nadal 
threaten Djokovic
bid for historic Slam
PARIS: Novak Djokovic can become only the second
man in history to have twice held all four Grand Slam
titles at the same time with victory at the French
Open. However, a returning Roger Federer and rejuve-
nated Rafael Nadal will once again stand in his way.

World number one Djokovic completed his first
private stranglehold of all four Slams with victory at
Roland Garros in 2016. Having clinched the 2018
Wimbledon and US Open titles and then a seventh
Australian Open crown in January this year, the Serb
is tantalisingly close to another ‘Djoko Slam’.

Federer and Nadal, with 20 and 17 career Grand
Slam titles each respectively, may be ahead of 15-time

major winner Djokovic in total hauls. However, they
have never managed to hold all four of the sport’s
greatest prizes at the same time.

It is such a rare feat that only Don Budge (1938)
and Rod Laver (1962 and 1969) — all calendar Grand
Slams-have pulled off the sweep in the sport’s history.
Djokovic, who turned 32 on Wednesday, is playing
down his potential date with destiny.

After losing to Nadal in the Italian Open final last
weekend, the Serb was in no doubt that it was the
Spaniard who would likely be celebrating a 12th
Roland Garros title in a little over two weeks’ time.

“Nadal, number one favourite, without a doubt-
then everyone else,” he said. However, he admits his
Paris triumph of 2016 which gave him his first sweep,
is fuelling his bid for more history. “There is an extra
motivation and incentive to win Roland Garros
because of the opportunity to hold all four Slams,
something I did three years ago, and that gives me
obviously enough reason to believe I can do it again.”

Twelve months ago, such confidence would have
appeared reckless when he was shocked by Italian

journeyman Marco Cecchinato in the quarter-finals, a
defeat which sent him crashing out of the top 20 for
the first time in over a decade.

This time around he starts his campaign against
Poland’s Hubert Hurkacz, the world number 43 with
a potent ia l  quarter-f ina l  against  Germany’s
Alexander Zverev who has still to get past the last
eight at a Slam.

Federer is returning to Roland Garros for the first
time since 2015 having turned his back on clay court
tennis to focus on Wimbledon. 

10TH ANNIVERSARY 
This year marks the 10th anniversary of his one and

only Paris triumph and should the 37-year-old defy
the odds and clinch the 2019 title he would become
the oldest Grand Slam champion of all time.

However, Federer admits his hopes of seeing off
Nadal and Djokovic are slim. “I feel like I’m playing
good tennis, but is it enough against the absolute top
guys when it really comes to the crunch? I’m not sure
if it’s in my racquet,” he said Friday.

The Swiss star faces Italy’s Lorenzo Sonego,
ranked at 73 in the first round on Sunday and could
meet Nadal in the semi-finals. Nadal, whose record at
Roland Garros stands at a staggering 11 titles and a
win-loss record of 86-2, claimed a ninth Italian Open
title and a record 34th Masters last week.

“I don’t care if I’m the favourite,” said Nadal who
starts against German qualifier Yannick Hanfmann, the
world 184 who has never won a Grand Slam match. “I
care about feeling well and playing well.”

Nadal’s three-set win over Djokovic in Rome was
timely as it was his first title of 2019 and had fol-
lowed three successive semi-final losses at Monte
Carlo, Barcelona and Madrid. The last two of those
were against Dominic Thiem and Stefanos Tsitsipas,
both of whom play with a one-handed backhand,
just like Federer.

Thiem, the 2018 runner-up to Nadal at Roland
Garros, has defeated the Spaniard four times on clay.
“There is a new wave coming through with the one-
handed backhand that can counter some of Rafa’s
spins and lefty play,” said Federer. — AFP


