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Models present crochet clothing creations made by inmates as part of ‘Ponto Firme’ project in the Adriano Marrey maximum security penitentiary in Guarulhos, Brazil. — AFP photos

The catwalk came to a Brazilian prison
Wednesday when models from the Sao Paulo
Fashion Week paraded a collection at a maxi-

mum security facility in front of the inmates who cre-
ated them. Intricate crochet bodices, cheeky skirts
and denim finishes featured in the fashion show at the
Adriano Marrey prison outside Sao Paulo, where
inmates looked on, lavender-colored yarn in hand. A
rehabilitation project at the facility teaches convicts
crochet-a technique similar to knitting-to build self-
esteem and life skills.

“I was proud of myself seeing my creation being
modeled for the public and even more proud to know
that people liked that piece that I made,” said
Fidelison Borges, 41, who is serving a combined 18
years for armed robbery and drug trafficking. Around
120 detainees have completed the program, called
Ponto Firme, Portuguese for Fixed Point, since
Brazilian fashion designer Gustavo Silvestre brought
needlework to the cells in 2016.

As an incentive, participants’ sentences are

reduced by one day for every 12 hours completed in
the program. Silvestre has taken the project twice to
Sao Paulo Fashion Week, with some former inmates
even modeling the crochet creations in front of the
who’s who of Latin American fashion. The theme of
this year’s collection, chosen by the inmates, was
“opportunity,” Silvestre told AFP.

“Sometimes the detainee has the desire to change
and reevaluate their life and search new paths for his
life, but when he gets outside prejudice and the lack
of opportunity are the biggest challenges,” Silvestre
said. “Often the person can’t get past this stage and
returns to crime.” For this year’s Sao Paulo Fashion
Week, held in April, Silvestre shepherded prisoners
and former inmates, who now work with him, to com-
plete the 35 pieces in three months. 

‘Calms me down’
The inmates dismiss those who mock the idea of

men doing crochet. “There are people who say that
it’s only for women, but I don’t see it that way,” said

Islan da Luz, a 28-year-old drug trafficking convict,
while crocheting a powder blue skirt for his wife and
a magenta one for his mother. “I think those who
think like that are ignorant and prejudiced, and a
minority.”  Most of the 2,200 inmates at Adriano
Marrey were convicted for drug trafficking. Seventy
percent did not finish primary school.

Crochet “created a will in me, it calms me down, it
helped me overcome smoking and using drugs,” said
Felipe Santos da Silva, 28, who is serving 11 years for
robbery. Silvestre recalled a former inmate who, upon
his release, sold some of his crochet work to fund his
application for a driver’s license. “He won’t carry on
with crochet, but it is helping him to build his path,”
said Silvestre. “He wants to drive his Uber, be a taxi
driver, own a business, but it’s crochet that’s helping
him with these first steps.”—AFP

Rihanna said Thursday she had been given complete
freedom to design her first fashion line for French
luxury powerhouse LVMH, which is banking on the

pop diva to find a new market of millennials beyond the
reach of its traditional brands. The Barbados-born super-
star is the first black woman to head up a fashion house
for the Paris-based firm, which owns Dior, Louis Vuitton,
Fendi and Givenchy among others.

Rihanna’s new line “Fenty”-after Robyn Rihanna Fenty,
her full name-was unveiled to fashion journalists in the
French capital on Thursday and is to go on sale Friday in
a pop-up store near the famous Place des Vosges. “I just
want to see things from my perspective. I’m a young
black woman who loves and embraces all of the young
people ideas and energies, I’m so about that,” she told
AFP in an interview.  “It is about turning all of that into
something luxurious for this fashion house which has
been doing it forever.”

The singer, who has 170 million followers on social
media, thanked the billionaire boss of LVMH Bernard
Arnault for giving her “carte blanche”. Despite its domi-
nance, LVMH has not started a luxury brand from scratch
since Christian Lacroix in 1987. “I appreciated that they
were flexible enough to allow me to have a different per-
spective of how I want to do things,” Rihanna said.
“They allowed me to do that, so it’s great,” she added.

The singer, who is working on her ninth album, was
helped with the collection from designers from across the
LVMH empire. Arnault said earlier this month that a “tal-
ented and multicultural” team had been set up behind the
scenes. “Definition of my style? Very flexible, moody, just
like most women. What I feel like at this moment on the
day, how comfortable I want to be, how conservative,
how sexy,” Rihanna said Thursday.

The 31-year-old is not the only pop icon to have
become a fashion industry player. Beyonce, who has her
own Ivy Park and House of Dereon labels, last month
signed a deal with German sportswear giant Adidas.
Black designers have also been making dramatic inroads
into the fashion industry of late, with the American Virgil
Abloh the most talked about designer at recent Paris
fashion weeks. Abloh, whose parents come from Ghana,
now heads LVMH’s Louis Vuitton menswear line as well
as his own Off-White Label.—AFP 

Barbados’ singer Rihanna poses during a promotional event of
her brand Fenty in Paris. — AFP

Mexican disabled designer Adriana Macias
works in one of her designs.

Mexican disabled designer Adriana Macias puts makeup on in
front a mirror.

In this file photo Mexican disabled designer Adriana Macias
acknowledges applause after the presentation of her collec-
tion during the Mexico Fashion Week in Mexico City.

Mexican fashion designer Adriana Macias -who was born
without arms - combs her daughter Meritxell’s hair in
Guadalajara, state of Jalisco, Mexico. — AFP photos

Mexican designer 
overcomes disability 
in style

When Adriana Macias graduated from law school, she
found no firm was interested in hiring an attorney with-
out arms. So Macias, a 41-year-old Mexican woman who

was born without them, began working as a writer, playwright,
motivational speaker and now a fashion designer who has just
launched a new clothing line. She designed it-as she does nearly
everything-with her feet.

She unveiled her debut collection at Fashion Week Mexico last
month, where disabled models strutted the runway-or rolled down
it in wheelchairs-showing off her fall-winter line of 12 flowing,
vibrantly colored designs made so people with disabilities can
easily put them on. She herself uses custom-made clothes that
allow her to dress herself using her feet.

“I’m putting out this clothing line with all these details designed
to make the clothes accessible, very comfortable, very practical,
but also very formal. I wanted (the show) to be inclusive because

inclusiveness is a very important issue,” she told AFP. “People
should not exist for clothes, clothes should exist for people.”

No more prosthetic arms   
Macias’s parents taught her from birth to use her feet for the

things other children did with their hands. Today, she eats, drinks,
writes, draws, cooks, cleans and even dresses her three-year-old
daughter with her feet and legs. Sitting cross-legged on her chair,
she gestures with her feet when she speaks. Sometimes she rests
her chin on her toes, which sport rings and nail polish, or uses
them to brush back her long hair. She used prosthetic arms until
she was 20, but had to give them up when the added weight gave
her shoulder problems.

“It was tough going off to university without my prostheses,
taking off my shoes in class to write. It’s considered bad manners
to take off your shoes,” she said with a smile and her usual lively
determination. She thrived at university anyway, earning a law
degree, but got a cold welcome in the professional world. “No one
wanted to hire me,” she said.

“Everybody thought it was weird or shocking that someone
would show up at an office, take their shoes off and apply for
work.” That is when she began writing-she has published three
books and a play-and also working as a motivational speaker and,
now, a designer. She even holds a Guinness world record, for
“most birthday candles lit with the feet in one minute”: 11.—AFP

Shopping for a masterpiece but can’t afford, say, a
steel rabbit sculpture that went for over $90 million?
Then, consider Latin American art. Indeed, even big

names, such as Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo, offer a lot
of bang for the buck, auction houses, gallery owners and
collectors told AFP. “With a million dollars you really can
buy a masterpiece,” said Virgilio Garza, director of Latin
American art at Christie’s in New York.

For someone seeking a modern or contemporary US

or European work, Garza said that same amount of mon-
ey “will not get you very far.”  Money has been really
flooded the spring art auctions in New York. Jeff Koons’
work entitled “Rabbit”-a stainless steel casting of an
inflatable bunny-fetched $91.1 million, a record for a liv-
ing artist, last week at Christie’s. And a Claude Monet
painting from his celebrated “Meules” (Haystacks) series
fetched $110.7 million at Sotheby’s. That was a record for
the French Impressionist.

The standouts among Latin American art, however,
were acquired for a song, relatively speaking. At
Sotheby’s, a famous painting of watermelon slices by
Mexico’s Rufino Tamayo was auctioned for $4.9 million.
And a work by Uruguay’s Joaquin Torres Garcia entitled
“Construccion en blanco” drew 3.4 million.

First-time collectors   
Latin American art is perfect for people who are only

starting to collect, because of the bargains out there, said
Garza.  A portrait of the daughter of Diego Rivera-the
world’s top draw among Mexican artists, followed by
Kahlo and Tamayo-was thought to be worth up to
$700,000 at Sotheby’s. Yet in the end, nobody took it
home. Tamayo’s “Mujer con Rebozo” (Woman with a
Shawl) went for $495,000 last Wednesday at Christie’s,
far below its estimate of up to $700,000. 

A large triptych by the Cuban-American artist Carlos
Alfonzo-whose career was distinguished but brief
because he died at age 40 — went for $350,000 at
Christie’s. That was a record for the artist at auction.
Garza said Latin American art is perfect for someone
starting a collection because “there are really good
things at reasonable prices.”—AFP

Visitors look at artwork at Christie’s in New York. — AFP photos


