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This picture shows an unnamed man supposed to be British street artist Banksy sitting next to a montage of oil paintings entitled “Venice in oil” portraying a massive cruise ship surrounded by tiny Venetian gondola boats. 

An alleged work by British street artist Banksy depicting a migrant child wearing a lifejacket holding a pink flare, is painted on the outer wall of a house overlooking the canal Rio de Ca
Foscari, in Venice. — AFP photos

T
he mysterious British artist Banksy has apparently
left his mark on a crumbling wall in Venice, and
even claimed to have set up an unlicensed art stall
in Italy’s famous “floating city”. The image of a

migrant child signaling for help, appeared, in the Banksy
style, on a crumbling wall beside one of the Venice canals.
Meanwhile a video posted on Banksy’s Instagram account
was said to show the secretive artist, buried in hat, coat or
newspaper, setting up an unlicensed art stall in the central
Saint Mark’s Square.

He sets up a series of nine oil paintings in the style of
the 18th-century Venetian great Canaletto, which when
placed together depict a huge cruise ship surrounded by
tiny gondolas, plying their way through the Venice canals.
The piece, called “Venice in Oil”, seemed to denounce the
mass tourism which is endangering much of Venice.    At

the end of the video, the artist figure, whose face is always
hidden, is told to pack up his stall and move on by Venice
police.   

There was no indication as to whether anyone had
bought one, or all, of the canvases. On his Instagram
account he wrote: “Setting out my stall at the Venice
Biennale. Despite being the largest and most prestigious
art event in the world, for some reason I’ve never been
invited.” The prestigious Venice international art fair got
under way this month. Banksy’s most famous, or perhaps
infamous, work is now called “Love Is in the Bin”.

Moments after the painting “Girl with Balloon” sold for
£1,042,000 ($1.4 million, 1.2 million euros) last year-a joint
record for the maverick artist-it literally went through the
shredder, which was hidden in the frame. The buyer went
through with the purchase, and some art experts say it is

now worth more than it had been before the stunt. Despite
years in the international spotlight as he became one of
the most famous artists of his generation, remarkably little
is known about the British artist.

“Nobody ever listened to me until they didn’t know
who I was,” he has said with characteristic irony. Though
he was hustled off the Venice streets by the police, Banksy
left his more lasting image on a wall; the picture of the lit-
tle immigrant girl holding up a pink distress flare, standing
in the style of the US Statue of Liberty. As usual, the artist
didn’t sign the graffiti but Banksy fans on the internet had
no doubt who was behind it.—AFP

Vladimir Putin is unlikely to watch a new BBC
comedy chat show hosted by a cartoon ver-
sion of the Russian leader as he “does not

look at caricatures” of himself, the Kremlin said
Thursday. The British broadcaster on Wednesday
announced a new semi-scripted show called
“Tonight with Vladimir Putin”, set to be aired on
BBC Two channel next month. Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told Russian media that Putin “does
not read the books written about him and does not
look at caricatures.” “He does not want to resemble
them in any way,” he said. 

The star of the show will be a 3D digital cartoon
version of Putin, created using motion-capture
technology. This will enable him to walk around
and sit behind a desk “interviewing real human
guests in front of a studio audience, all in real-
time,” the British broadcaster said in a statement.
“Everybody’s favorite bear-wrestling global
strongman Vladimir Putin has finally achieved his
ultimate goal-a chat show on the BBC,” it said.

“Forget global politics, landing two pilot
episodes on BBC Two of his soon to be world-
famous chat show marks the ultimate victory for
Vlad, leader of the free world.” The short pilot
episodes will each feature two guests, the broad-
caster said, with British spin doctor Alastair
Campbell set to appear in the first episode. A pre-
view of the show showed a 3D image of Putin in
front of Buckingham Palace.  “Greetings, people of
the United Kingdom,” the cartoon says in a simu-
lated Russian accent. 

In one of the shows, the fictional Russian presi-
dent is shown trying to get his head around femi-
nism-in another he thanks Campbell “for his part in
making such a mess of things,” the BBC said.
Britain and Russia are at loggerheads following the
poisoning of former Russian spy Sergei Skripal in
the city of Salisbury last year.

Putin has honed an image of a steely man-of-
action. While he enjoys telling sometimes coarse
jokes at public events, he apparently is less keen on
laughing at himself. Shortly after he came to power
in 2000, a Russian television channel was forced to
axe a popular satirical show called “Kukly,” or pup-
pets, that included a Putin character. The Russian
leader was thought to be irked by his depiction in
the program.—AFP 


