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It is the most widely circulated story these days,
but what made me write this article is the spread
of some misconceptions, as if the Chinese compa-

ny Huawei relies only on Google for its success or that
US companies will lose its business. In any case, it is
clear that there is an economic war between US and
China now in the midst of development and Chinese
successes that made Huawei the leading Chinese tech-
nology company in the world, posing a technical
threat to US companies.

But the problem lies in Google’s Android operating
system - Google will stop its dealings with Huawei
when it comes to common points in the system.
Google issued a statement after the signing of a con-
vention prohibiting US technology transfers to
Huawei, and said it is obliged to comply with US law
and respect it, thus preventing the provision of some
applications in the future. Current users can still get all
the features of applications on Google Play Store and
other Google apps without problems. So the problem
will happen with phones that will be manufactured in
the future, not current ones.

The spokesman said Google is committed to this
decision that was issued by the US Department of
Commerce to put Huawei on the list of companies that
cannot get US technology, but will review its implica-
tions. The decision came after the US administration of
President Donald Trump added Huawei to the list of
companies with which US companies can only trade
with a license from the government.

I think the problem of blocking Google apps can be
an ideal solution for Huawei to create its own app
store to integrate all applications and compete with
Google Play Store, as well as the Android system, as
Google will not provide any updates to its applica-
tions or to the system itself. In this way, Huawei will
face a problem with its new phones over the inclusion
of a large number of important applications and serv-
ices on Android devices, and its current phones will
not enjoy the necessary security updates provided by
Google.

I think the growth of the Chinese company in the
future may depend on how much people rely on appli-
cations by Google - known for its popular search
engine - including YouTube, Maps, and Gmail. In
China, many Chinese use a search engine known as
Baidu, because the government has blocked Google.
Therefore, the absence of Google’s search engine on
Huawei phones may not affect the internal market, but
people prefer to use Google if they want to search for
information. This may cause some buyers around the
world not to buy Huawei devices.

Huawei’s founder believes his company can contin-
ue without access to US software. The company has
gained great publicity and everyone is waiting for
Huawei’s reaction and what it will do for its users. I
think Huawei’s short-term loss is possible, but
Google’s long-term loss is also expected. According to
Reuters news agency, Google has stopped dealing
with Huawei on the level of hardware and software.
Everyone knows that Huawei is using Android, and
therefore its current phones will not receive Android
updates except from open sources. I expect other US
companies to follow the same approach as Google,
which puts Huawei at greater pressure.

The new Huawei phones will mostly be released
with an open-source Android version but will not
include Google apps because they need permission.
When people from around the world want to find
something on the Internet, 89 percent of them use
Google. YouTube also is a huge asset to Google now,
and used by 1.8 billion people in the world. I think
Huawei’s biggest problem will be from Europe, Africa
and Asian countries other than China. All things are
still under consideration. I believe people will always
want to use existing applications, whether from China
or America.

Huawei or Google

Muna@kuwaittimes.net  

By Muna Al-Fuzai 

local spotlight

3

Kuwait confident regional state
of calm will prevail: Deputy FM

Foreign Minister hosts ghabqa for diplomatic missions in Kuwait 
KUWAIT: Kuwait is confident that wisdom, reasoning
and a state of calm will prevail in the region without
the need for clashes, Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled
Al-Jarallah said on Friday. This confidence stems from
statements made by US and Iranian officials over their
reluctance to go to war, he told reporters. “We, being
within this circle, believe that there is cause for hope
and optimism, that there will be control that does not
present any danger or threat to the region’s security,”
he added. Kuwait stands ready and is poised to carry
out efforts aimed at calming and stabilizing the situa-
tion and avoiding confrontation, he said, reiterating the
“sensitivity and extremely dangerous” nature of the
“fast-paced developments.”

The deputy minister expressed hope that the three
GCC, Arab and Islamic summits called for by Saudi
Arabia’s King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud would
resolve or contribute to calming the situation. Asked if
negotiations similar to North Korea were on the table,
he responded, “it seems that negotiations between
both sides have begun, as moves and calls are already
being made,” he said, in relation to Omani foreign

affairs-tasked minister Yousif bin Alawi’s recent visit to
Tehran.

In regards to Kuwait’s bilateral relations with neigh-
boring Iraq after Prime Minister Adel Abdulmehdi’s
visit, he said both sides recently signed five documents
representing the path for future relations. About oil
matters, he said that a memorandum of understanding
on the joint oilfields in the north of Kuwait has been
signed and is in effect. Jarallah’s comments were made
following a Ramadan ghabqa held for diplomatic mis-
sions in Kuwait and came a day after the Iraqi prime
minister’s visit to Kuwait accompanied by several high-
level officials, including the oil minister.

His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah had attended the ghabqa hosted by
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah in honor of the
diplomatic missions based in Kuwait. Besides heads of
the diplomatic missions, the event gathered large num-
ber of sheikhs, cabinet members, senior officials of the
Foreign Ministry, academics, public figures and media
celebrities. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah (left) and His
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah attend a ghabqa held for diplomatic missions in
Kuwait. — KUNA

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Representative to
the United Nations tabled to the UN
Security Council on Thursday a draft reso-
lution on the institutional framework for
handling the issue of missing people dur-
ing armed conflicts. “The draft is based on
a national ordeal undergone by many fam-
ilies in Kuwait,” Ambassador Mansour Al-
Otaibi said in a speech to the Security
Council meeting on ‘Protection of Civilians
in Armed Conflict.’ “The Council has no
point of reference in addressing the issue
of missing persons in armed conflict so far.
If there are such points of reference and
specific measures in this regard before the
eruption of conflict, great results could
follow in the post-conflict reconciliation,”
he argued.

The Kuwaiti draft emphasizes the rules
of the international humanitarian law and
the human rights law relating to missing in
action (MIAs), Ambassador Otaibi went
on. He added that Kuwait plans to arrange
for a meeting to brief the Security Council

on this issue during its presidency of the
Council next month, voicing that the
Council would adopt the draft. He noted
that 2019 marks the 70th anniversary of
the Geneva Conventions of 1949 which
represent a cornerstone of international
humanitarian law. It also marks the 20th
anniversary of the adoption of the
Security Council Resolution 1265 on the
protection of civilians as an item on the
Council’s agenda. 

Peace processes
Separately, a Kuwaiti diplomat said on

Friday that coordination with countries
hosting peace processes is important to
proliferate notions of peace and security
around the globe. Delivering Kuwait’s
speech to the UNSC Arria-Formula
Meetings on peace, first secretary of the
Kuwaiti UN mission in New York Fawaz
Bourseli said that reforming the security
sector and building its capabilities in addi-
tion to supporting the actions carried out

by the UNSC and the General Secretariat
all contribute to the peace internationally.
The Kuwaiti diplomat lauded the Cairo
Roadmap for Enhancing Peacekeeping
Performance, which developed the con-
cept of peacekeeping cooperation to
include host countries.

Bourseli said that usually peacekeeping
forces deploy after the end of conflicts and
wars as part of a political process to pro-
mote peace and security. He added that
peacekeeping could be used as a tool to
prevent conflicts from ever occurring in

the first place by managing and eradicat-
ing the source of disputes among coun-
tries and parties. Including countries host-
ing peace processes will address priorities
and help in realizing peace in a more
orderly fashion, indicated the diplomat. He
affirmed that coordination and coopera-
tion between UN peacekeeping forces and
host countries would help to effectively
promote peace on a wider scale. Bourseli
mentioned the processes in Darfur and
Haiti as an example of effective coopera-
tion for peace. — KUNA

Kuwait presents draft on missing
persons in armed conflicts

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Representative to the United Nations Ambassador Mansour Al-
Otaibi delivers a speech to the Security Council meeting on ‘Protection of Civilians in
Armed Conflict.’ — KUNA
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KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education (MoE) post-
poned the termination of 400 expatriate office boys

until further notice due to a severe shortage in most
schools, well-informed sources said. MoE will contin-
ue with its plans to replace expats in other areas,
such as teachers, legal researchers, accountants and
administrative staff with Kuwaitis, the sources added,
noting that 750 of them had been laid off this year. 

Meanwhile, the ministry of education referred to
the parliament a list with the names of 216 Kuwaitis
who had graduated from the American University in
Athens to be included in Minister Hamed Al-Azmi’s
response to parliamentary inquiries made by MP
Mohammed Al-Dal la l . In  h is  response, Azmi
explained that the list included the names of 85

Kuwaitis who got bachelor’s, master’s and PhD
degrees in administrative sciences, 81 in engineering,
10 in law, eight in science and one master’s degree in
computer engineering.   

In other news, the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry (MoCI) issued a decision mandating insur-
ance companies, insurance brokers, real estate bro-
kerage companies, real estate offices dealing with
gold and precious metals and moneychangers to pro-
cure a certificate from the Public Authority for
Manpower certifying that a Kuwaiti auditor had been
appointed as a condition to renewing their commer-
cial licenses.

Shortage delays
firing of 400 MoE
expat employees

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti serviceman died and others were
wounded when a coast guard boat capsized while leaving
Sabbiya Coast Guard Station on Friday, the Ministry of
Interior said in a statement. The boat capsized while it was
leaving Subbiya Station resulting in the death of Abdullah
Al-Failakawi, it added. The marine rescue and coast guard
personnel rushed to the boat and recovered 10 injured crew
members. The wounded were rushed to Sabbiya center for
treatment, the ministry said, adding that an investigation was
underway to know reasons of the accident.

Drugs found
Drug Control General Department (DCGD) arrested an

unidentified person with large amounts of narcotics he
brought to the country, the Interior Ministry announced on
Thursday. The person had 19 kilograms of methamphetamine

and half a million ‘Captagon’ narcotic pills at the time of
arrest, the ministry’s General Department of Public Relations
and Security Media added in a press statement. Secret infor-
mation obtained by the DCGD revealed that this person
brought drugs to the country for trafficking, the statement
noted. The narcotics are evaluated at more than half a million
Kuwaiti Dinars (more than $1.6 million), it concluded.

Five hurt in accident
Five people were injured when a vehicle caught fire in

Wafra. Firefighters from Mina Abdullah fire station respond-
ed to an emergency call and handled the case. The injured
persons were rescued and handed to medics. Meanwhile,
three fire stations fought a blaze in makeshift cabins belong-
ing to a company doing maintenance work at Ibn Sina
Hospital. Shuwaikh and Sulaibkhat along with backup fire
stations contained the fire and kept it from spreading. No
injuries were reported. 

Rumors denied
The relations and security information department at the

interior ministry denied rumors on social media that the son
of a high-ranking officer was arrested along with girls who
were all under the influence.

Inspection tour 
Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) Director Lt Gen

Khalid Rakan Al-Mikrad held an inspection tour of fire sta-
tions to check their readiness. He began his tour from the
backup center, then went to Industrial Shuwaikh, Capital and
Shuhada fire stations.

Kuwaiti serviceman
dies when coast
guard boat capsized

Drugs found with a suspect arrested on Thursday.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality workers close a store during
a recent crackdown.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Services announced paying
overdue payments to the contracted postal parcels deliv-
ery company, noting that the company promised to return
its staff to various post offices and work on increasing
their working hours so that they can handle the accumu-
lated undelivered parcels. Mail delivery personnel had
recently went on strike in protest of their unpaid wages,
which left large amounts of packages stacked up at box
offices around Kuwait. The ministry added that all
approvals needed to extend the company’s contract for six
more months (till the end of November) had been provid-
ed. In addition, the ministry said that it also got official
approvals to offer three tenders concerning providing mail
delivery services in all six governorates with a total value
of over KD 3 million for public bidding tomorrow, noting
that each tender covers two governorates. 

Data exchange
The Ministry of Commerce and Industry and Kuwait

Municipality signed a memorandum of understanding to
exchange data concerning detailed Public Authority of
Civil Information’s address numbers, said informed
sources. The sources added that both sides will exchange
data through an electronic link to be launched after
uploading various forms through the Kuwait Business
Center website and municipal systems. 

Municipality campaign
Kuwait Municipality public relations department

announced the Capital’s acting cleaning department man-
ager Jamal Al-Fadhli said the department had a special
plan to enhance cleanliness levels in Mubarakiya and
Salhiya markets through a set schedule. Fadhli reminded
that according to bylaw number 9/87, those littering
(throwing garbage, paper, tissues, cans and cigarette
butts) on pavements, yards, streets and squares will be
fined up to KD 200, adding that an inspection campaign
was launched in the two markets and resulted in filing 55
violations of bylaw number 9/87, 30 cleaning citations and
arresting 17 peddlers. 

Ministry pays
striking mailmen


