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Amir hosts iftar banquet for
Interior Ministry officials

Amir congratulates India’s Modi on electoral victory 
KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received
Thursday at Dasman Palace Deputy Prime Minister and
Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled Jarrah Al-Sabah, Advisor
to the Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister,
retired Lieutenant General Suleiman Fahad Al-Fahad,
Undersecretary of the Interior Ministry Lieutenant
General Essam Al-Naham and senior officials of the
Interior Ministry. His Highness the Amir held an iftar ban-
quet in honor of the interior minister and other ministry
officials. Deputy Commander of the National Guard
Sheikh Meshaal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah also
attended the meeting. 

In other news, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable to Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday to congratulate him
on the victory notched up by his Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in the general elections. His Highness the Amir
expressed his best wishes for Modi and the friendly peo-
ple of India, voicing hope for even closer bonds between
the two nations. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh

Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah sent similar cables to the Prime Minister.

Separately, His Highness the Amir expressed condo-
lences for Pakistan’s President Arif Alvi for victims of a
blast in a mosque in Quetta that killed two people and
injured many others on Friday. His Highness the Amir, in a
cable to Alvi, wished the wounded speedy recovery. His
Highness the Crown Prince sent a cable to Alvi to express
condolences for the victims of the blast and wished
speedy recovery for the wounded. His Highness the Prime
Minister sent a similar cable.

In the meantime, His Highness the Amir expressed
condolences for Afghanistan President Mohammad
Ashraf Ghani over victims of a blast in a mosque in
Kabul which also wounded many people on Friday. His
Highness the Amir, in a cable to Ghani, wished the
wounded speedy recovery. His Highness the Crown
Prince sent a cable to Ghani to express condolences for
the victims of the blast and wished speedy recovery for
the wounded. His Highness the Prime Minister sent a
similar cable. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is seen with senior Interior
Ministry officials during the ghabqa. — Amiri Diwan photo

RIYADH: Since its establishment some 38 years ago,
the members of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
had made it their mission to reinforce and solidify
notions of stability, peace, and welfare in the region.
On May 25, 1981, Gulf States’ leaders vowed to look
into the interests of their people and they focused on
achieving welfare for the region and the world.
Speaking on the occasion, undersecretary for legisla-
tive and legal affairs at the GCC Secretariat
Ambassador Hamad Al-Marri said that despite all the
challenges the council faced, Gulf countries focused
on the security and welfare of the people. He added
that the GCC’s strong statute has organized the
responsibilities of each department within the main-
frame of the council, indicating that various legisla-
tions were passed in favor of bolstering cooperation
among GCC countries.

The statute took into consideration the cultural,
Islamic and unified vision linking all of the people in the
region and thus the GCC continues to be an important
player both regionally and internationally, affirmed
Ambassador Marri. The GCC have experienced various
challenges since it was established including the Iran-
Iraq war, the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and subsequent
liberation efforts, the issue the three Emirati Islands
occupied by Iran, in addition to other paramount hap-
penings. The GCC also had to address a number of
issues connected with the support of the unity of Iraq,
Yemen, Syria, and Libya after years of war and conflict.
The council had a strong stance in refusing the prose-
cution of Muslim minority in Myanmar.

Meanwhile, the GCC is keen on continuing dialogue
with entities of similar stature, holding various meet-
ings with UN members and other organizations on the
sideline of the General Assemblies in New York.
Through continuous dialogue, the GCC managed to
come out with positive achievements connected with
Arab and Muslim causes and it also succeeded in
changing the negative stereotype that connected
Islam with terrorism. The GCC left an impression
regarding its efforts against the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction especially in the Gulf
region, signing numerous agreements in this regards.

In the domains of military and security cooperation,
the GCC had held various meetings since the first

meeting for the Gulf chiefs of staff in Riyadh in 1981.
Military cooperation included the Peninsula Shield, a
joint GCC force, the 2000 joint defense accord, and
the Saudi-led 2015 Operation Decisive Storm aimed at
returning legitimacy in Yemen. On the defense domain,
the GCC approved in 2003 a strategy to combat radi-
cal terrorism and this was followed by a counterter-
rorism agreement in 2004. A deal to develop a GCC
comprehensive security strategy was signed in 2008.
In 2015, the GCC police headquarter was established
in the UAE. The GCC also focused on bolstering
cooperation amongst its members within media, econ-
omy, judiciary, and customs amongst others. The GCC
also extended such cooperation with states, organiza-
tions, and entities throughout the globe.

GCC’s success
The Gulf Cooperation Council’s (GCC) success since

its establishment on May 25, 1981 had reflected upon
the citizens in the region, achieving their aspirations
and dreams, Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-
Jarallah said, adding that the establishment of the GCC
some 38 years ago was a significant step especially
with Kuwait playing a pivotal role in formulating the
idea of the council. The late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah had foreseen the importance
of creating an entity formulating a link between the
Gulf governments and their people, affirmed Jarallah
who added that the GCC was successful in establishing
a strong bond protecting the countries in the region
and fending off threats. Late Sheikh Jaber, who was
Crown Prince and Prime Minister in 1975, laid the initial
idea for the council during a visit to Abu Dhabi, UAE,
on May 16, 1975. In May of 1976, Sheikh Jaber called
for the formation of the GCC as an organization geared
towards the mutual welfare of the Gulf citizen. Abu
Dhabi was the venue for the first ever GCC summit on
May 25 of 1981.

In regards to Gulf crisis, he said that “(The crisis)
is painful; however, the council managed to continue
its path of cooperation and joint coordination,”
pointing out that His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah continues his
efforts to resolve the crisis without affecting the
mission of the GCC. 

Jarallah affirmed that the unity amongst the GCC
countries had succeeded in overcoming various chal-
lenges in the past including the Iran-Iraq war and the
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and subsequent liberation
efforts to name but a few. The GCC supported the unity
of Iraq, Yemen, Syria, and Libya after years of war and
conflict, said Jarallah, adding the council had a strong
stance in refusing the prosecution of Muslim minority in
Myanmar and it also was and continued to be an

adamant supporter of the Palestinian cause. “We are
optimistic in regards to the GCC’s path and think that it
is admired by the world, which treats the council as a
variable influential bloc both regionally and internation-
ally,” said Jarallah who stressed that the various minis-
terial committees of the GCC continue to work for the
welfare of the people of the region.

On May 25, 1981, a historic day for the region saw
the signing of founding treaty (charter) of the GCC in in
Abu-Dhabi, capital of the UAE, by the leaders of its six
member countries, namely Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates. The
permeable of the document set forth the targets of
future cooperation, coordination and integration among
the GCC nations in all areas, capitalizing on common
history, shared destiny and religious Islamic values, and
similar ruling regimes. Based on these noble objectives,
the GCC countries were able to make outstanding
achievements in various fields and coordinate their for-
eign policies. 

Secretary congratulates leaders
Secretary General of the GCC Dr Abullatif Al-

Zayani congratulated the Heads of the GCC states and
citizens on the 38th anniversary since the establish-
ment of the Gulf Cooperation Council. This came in a
press statement by Zayani on behalf of members of the

GCC, heads of state and their citizens for the 38th
anniversary of the founding of the GCC on May 25.
Zayani expressed pride in the citizens of the GCC
countries and their important achievements made to
create coordination, complementarity and interde-
pendence among the regional countries in all fields. He
also commended the GCC for the great wisdom and
insight of its state leaders, which has paved the way
towards its towering goals.

Zayani stressed that the achievements of the GCC in
various political, security, defense, economic, social and
developmental fields enabled the Council to become a
cohesive and well-established system in the face of dif-
ficult challenges facing the region and defend the
achievements, characterized by distinguished civiliza-
tional achievements and high aspirations in the process
of joint Gulf action. He added expressing his pride in
the high standing of the GCC at the regional and inter-
national levels for its active efforts and contributions to
support regional and international causes and perma-
nent presence and contributions in various international
forums to provide all means of support and assistance
to friendly countries. Zayani appreciated the support
received by the General Secretariat and all its employ-
ees from the Supreme Council of the GCC and from the
distinguished Council of Ministers asking the Almighty
to bless the efforts of the GCC countries. — KUNA

Gulf Cooperation
Council marks
38th anniversary

DOHA: This archive photo shows leaders of Gulf Cooperation Council countries attend the 35th GCC Summit in
Doha in 2014. —KUNA

GENEVA: Kuwait’s Health Minister Sheikh Dr
Basel Al-Sabah on Friday handed over His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s award in the fields of
health care for the elderly and health promo-
tion to a team of researchers at La Paz
Hospital in Madrid, Spain. This was part of the
72nd session of the World Health
Organization (WHO), which runs from May
20 to 28. This team of researchers in the field
of aging and osteoporosis of the elderly at
the Institute of Research of the Spanish
Hospital and was founded in 2006. The
Executive Council of the World Health
Organization has adopted the recommenda-
tion of the Award Committee to hand over His
Highness the Amir’s Award to the Institute for
its “achievements in the field of health care
for fractures among the elderly, which con-
tributed to reducing the complications and
deaths and shortening stay in hospitals for
those cases.”

Kuwait’s Health Minister expressed his
deep gratitude and appreciation for this gen-
erous initiative from His Highness the Amir. He
added that this award comes as part of the
flowing donations and generous support of
the leader of humanity for health and develop-
ment initiatives at the world level, which is
praised by international organizations. He
pointed out that this award, under the aus-
pices of the World Health Organization
(WHO), which is dedicated to the best initia-

tives and research on health care for the eld-
erly and health promotion, confirms the role of
health systems in addressing the challenges of
health care for the elderly in recognition of
their role in achieving development. He added
that His Highness the Amir  Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s award for the best
health initiatives in the field of health care for
the elderly is one of the bright signs on the
path of positive cooperation between the
World Health Organization and Kuwait, which
dates back to the period when Kuwait became
a member in the Organization in May 1960.

Meanwhile, head of the research institute
in La Paz Hospital Villa Lopez lauded the
award of His Highness the Amir for special-
izing in the diseases of the elderly and

aging, which are classified as the most vul-
nerable in the world. In the meantime,
Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the
United Nations and other organizations in
Geneva, Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim said
that the award is one of the hallmarks of the
distinguished partnership with the World
Health Organization (WHO) and represents
a leap forward in global research on geri-
atrics. Ghunaim added that the strategic
relationship with the World Health
Organization (WHO) is developing at a good
pace, adding that this is reflected in the con-
tinued tribute of the Director-General of the
World Health Organization, Dr Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus over evolving coop-
eration with Kuwait. — KUNA

Spanish research
team wins Amir’s
Award on Geriatrics

GENEVA: Head of the Spanish research institute in La Paz Hospital Villa Lopez receives His
Highness Kuwait Amir’s Award on Geriatrics. — KUNA

VIENNA: Kuwait and the West Asian
countries group said yesterday that
challenges facing developing countries
in addressing crime was worth the atten-
tion ahead of next year’s 14th United
Nations Congress on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice (The Kyoto
Congress) in Japan. This came after the
conclusion of the West Asian countries
group meeting in Vienna, which was
chaired by Kuwait on the sidelines of the
28th session of the UN’s Commission on
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
(CCPCJ). The meeting’s attendees
stressed the importance bolstering
regional cooperation amongst West
Asian members to effectively address
issues such as terrorism funding, organ-
ized crime, and other security chal-
lenges. Training cadres and developing
human resources will help better
address crime and implement plans to
bolster security cooperation, affirmed
the attendees.

Meanwhile, delivering Kuwait’s
speech to the 28th meeting for the UN
crime prevention and criminal justice
committee, undersecretary at Kuwait’s
Ministry of Justice Zakariya Al-Ansari
said that West Asian countries urged
participants in the upcoming 2020 Kyoto
Congress to thoroughly prepare for the
event, which is expected to come out
with an important declaration on crime

prevention and criminal justice. He indi-
cated that the West Asian group had
held several meetings, including the
recent sideline one, to prepare for the
upcoming conference.

Ansari commended the premise of the
Kyoto Congress, stressing that it was
important to continue efforts laid by the
previous 13th meeting held in Qatar in
2015. The Kuwaiti official spoke about
the outcome of the recent West Asia
group meeting, which championed the
benefits of achieving justice on the social
and economic developments of nations
worldwide. Ensuring the rights of those
affected by all modes of crime and
boosting notions of justice and equality
will help countries to better address oth-
er challenges and hopefully the Kyoto
Congress would address those topics. 

Effective systems
Kuwait had underlined on Friday the

importance of finding more effective
systems and means to prevent crime,
reintegrate criminals into society and
address the root causes of crime. The
Ministry of Interior Assistant
Undersecretary for Criminal Security
Major General Khaled Al-Deen brought
this up during the discussion on the 28th
session of the UN’s Commission on
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
(CCPCJ). —KUNA

Crime prevention challenges
worth attention: Kuwait


