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NEW DELHI: India need to space out their ex-
perienced batsmen at the World Cup in England
and veteran Mahendra Singh Dhoni is best
suited at number five, according to batting great
Sachin Tendulkar.

Skipper Virat Kohli joins openers Shikhar
Dhawan and Rohit Sharma to complete India’s
stable top three while all-rounder Vijay Shankar
is set to bat at number four in the earlier games.

Having Dhoni, whose 341 ODI appearances
makes him the most experienced player at this
year’s World Cup, at number five would ensure
the former India captain could nudge along
before exploding in the final overs, believes
Tendulkar.

“My personal opinion is Dhoni should be
batting (at) five,” Tendulkar, part of the Dhoni-
led squad who won the 2011 World Cup on home
soil, told ESPNcricinfo. “I still don’t know what
the team combination would be, but if you are
going Rohit and Shikhar as openers, to Virat at
No. 3 and whoever at No. 4 then Dhoni could be
No. 5. Then Hardik Pandya, an explosive player,
follows them.

“That way the experienced batsmen are well
spaced out and Dhoni can stretch the game to-

wards the end where he himself can be explo-
sive along with Hardik. “From No 5-8 you are
looking at finishers, who stay till the end and
soak in that pressure. I feel we are well
equipped to do that.”

Dhawan is the lone left-hander in India’s
strong batting lineup and Tendulkar said the
opener must bat deep into the matches to help
dominate the bowlers, especially the leg-spin-
ners. “A left-right combination always helps be-
cause that means the bowler has to adjust his
line every now and then and the (bowling) cap-
tain has also to keep thinking,” said Tendulkar,
who remains the only cricketer with 100 inter-
national centuries against his name.

“And if there is a partnership the job becomes
even more tougher. So, yes, it is important for a
left-hander to be there to put pressure on the
legspinner or for that matter any bowler.” Eng-
land’s home series against Pakistan has con-
vinced Tendulkar that it would be a high-scoring
World Cup played on flat tracks and with two
new balls which negate reverse swing.

“I believe if you have quality spinners to bowl
in the middle overs they would end up picking
wickets. “It is all about bowling in partnerships -

if quality bowlers could bowl in tandem and cre-
ate pressure on the batting line-up, that is one

way of countering all these factors (that) I feel are
not in favour of the bowlers.”  — Reuters
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England desperate 
to justify World 
Cup favorites tag
LONDON: World Cup hosts England will kick-start the tourna-
ment with everything seemingly in place to finally win a trophy
that has eluded them for the competition’s entire 44-year history.
Captain Eoin Morgan, no slouch with the bat himself, can call on
a clutch of experienced match winners in a star-studded batting
line-up featuring Jos Buttler and Ben Stokes. England are hoping
Barbados-born fast bowler Jofra Archer, who only qualified in
March, will be the X-factor in a varied attack that also includes
the experience of seamer Chris Woakes and leg-spinner Adil
Rashid.

A woeful first-round exit at the 2015 World Cup following a
defeat by Bangladesh prompted England to overhaul their ap-
proach to the 50-over game and give it the status they had pre-
viously reserved for Test cricket. The results have been
spectacular, with Morgan’s men rising to the top of the one-day
international rankings. They have twice set a new record for the
highest total in an ODI innings — 444 for three against Pakistan
at Trent Bridge in 2016 and 481-6 against reigning world cham-
pions Australia at the same venue last year. The change in ap-
proach was evident in their first ODI after the 2015 tournament,
against New Zealand in Birmingham. 

England they made 408 for nine in a match they eventually won
by 210 runs. Jonny Bairstow and Jason Roy, who average more
than 64 as a first-wicket pair, with 1,676 runs and seven century
partnerships in 26 innings together at the top of the order in this
format, have set the tone. A middle-order featuring such dynamic
hitters as Buttler and Stokes, both of whom have shown they can
also rebuild an innings after a collapse, often boosts England’s
totals to impregnable levels. But there is more to England, who
made the last of their three losing appearances in a World Cup
final back in 1992, than bully batting. Both Woakes and Rashid
have taken wickets that have proved to be the difference in high-

scoring games, while Tom Curran has also made valuable all-
round contributions.

ARCHER FACTOR 
The addition of 90 mph (145 kmh) Archer has added a new di-

mension to England’s attack, although they may regret leaving out
left-armer David Willey. England are unlikely to encounter the
kind of slow surface that helped prove their undoing when they
lost to Pakistan in the semi-finals of the 2017 Champions Trophy
in Cardiff. But that defeat did raise doubts over their ability to
cope with the pressure of a knockout situation. England’s record
at recent World Cups has been dismal and they will be desperate
to make amends in front of packed home crowds.

Former captain Michael Vaughan summed up the prevailing
mood of optimism as England prepare to open the tournament
against South Africa at the Oval on May 30. “England will never
have a better chance of winning a World Cup,” he wrote in the
Daily Telegraph. “Everything has fallen into place for them. Jofra
Archer has arrived on the scene at the last minute to give them that
extra pace. “The two new white balls and flat pitches that suit pow-
erful batting units are just perfect for a team set up like England.
We all expect them to win the World Cup now,” he added. “They
expect to win it as well because they have that inner belief and
confidence that this is the year they are going to do it.” —AFP

‘No excuse’ for balanced 
Pakistan at WCup: Afridi
LAHORE: Former Pakistan captain Shahid Afridi says the side
have injected the right amount of experience into their World
Cup squad with the late inclusions of pacemen Wahab Riaz and
Mohammed Amir, and have no excuse for poor performance
now. Riaz’s hostile spell to Australian Shane Watson was one of
the highlights of the 2015 World Cup, but the 33-year-old has
not played a one-day international since June 2017. Fellow left-
arm quick bowler Amir was also initially omitted from Pakistan’s
World Cup squad before being pencilled in on Monday.

“I think this team has the right combination,” Afridi said in
a video posted on the Pakistan Cricket Board’s Twitter feed
yesterday. “The best thing is (that) batting used to be a con-
stant worry for us but our batsmen are now in good form,” the
former all-rounder said. Pakistan posted 340-plus scores in
three of the four completed matches in this month’s ODI series
in England, even though the hosts prevailed 4-0. In March they
had been thrashed 5-0 by Australia in the United Arab Emi-
rates. “We did quite a few experiments with the side. We rested
the seniors in the series against Australia, giving chance to
youngsters,” Afridi said. 

“Our bowling struggled before the World Cup I think be-
cause they lacked experience there. “Now Wahab Riaz, (leg-
spinner) Shadab Khan and Mohammad Amir are back and it’s
a well-balanced team. We should not have any excuse now.”
Consistency has never been the strong point of an otherwise
talented team, but Afridi reckoned a good start could take the
1992 champions all the way to the June 14 final at the Lord’s.
“It’s very important to win the first couple of matches to build
a momentum ... Our youngsters are capable of beating any
team in the world.” “I see Pakistan as one of the teams in the
semi-finals and, God willing, I’m confident they’ll play the final
too ... “Pressure is inevitable in international cricket. 

It tests a player and his mental strength. But World Cup is
also a great opportunity to become a hero with the whole
world looking at you.” — Reuters

Eoin Morgan


