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BEVERLY HILLS: Keith Thurman vowed to re-
tire Philippine boxing legend Manny Pacquiao
yesterday as the two fighters traded verbal jabs
ahead of the World Boxing Association battle for
welterweight supremacy.

The undefeated Thurman, 30, takes on Pac-
quiao in Las Vegas on July 20 in a contest that
pits the WBA’s “super world champion” against
the body’s secondary “world” champion. Thur-
man (29-0, with 22 knockouts) returned from a
near two-year layoff to retain his title with a 12-
round majority decision over Josesito Lopez on
January 26.

Eight-division champion Pacquiao, who last
fought in a one-sided demolition of Adrien
Broner in January, is 10 years older than his
American opponent. And as the two men came
face to face at a press conference in Beverly Hills
on Wednesday, Thurman vowed to make the age
difference count.

“Pacquiao’s last fight, Pacquiao’s last fight,”
Thurman said, while pledging to “dismantle” the
40-year-old Filipino icon. “I’m destroying the
legend of Manny Pacquiao,” Thurman said. “His
legacy ends on July 20. He’s had a wonderful ca-
reer, and been an inspiration. We all love him and
respect him. And I’m respectfully going to kick

the shit out of him. “This is a big fight as far as
the stage. But it’s a big fight against a little guy.
I’ve dismantled veterans in the past, and
throughout my career. I would have destroyed
him five years ago. 

“He’s never fought a fighter like me with the
lateral movement, speed, power. He’s never
fought anyone this young, strong and hungry
and I’m coming for him. “I know he likes to quote
Bible verses so I’ll let you know-he’s getting cru-
cified.” Pacquiao, who mixes a political career as
a senator in the Philippines with professional
boxing, laughed off Thurman’s threats of annihi-
lation. “All I can say is that most of my opponents
say things before a fight,” Pacquiao said. “That’s
what I hear from them - ‘I’m easy to beat’. But
when we get into the ring it changes. We’ll see
who’s young in the ring on July 20. 

“I don’t like trash-talking before a fight. I’m
going to let my fists do the talking.” Pacquiao
plans to split his training camp between the
Philippines and Los Angeles, wrapping up his
preparations under the watchful eye of long-
time trainer Freddie Roach, who is back in his
corner. “Manny Pacquiao is the best fighter in
the world to work with,” Roach said Wednesday.
“His work ethic is unbelievable. We’ve studied

Thurman and come up with a game plan. And
we’re going to destroy him.”

Pacquiao meanwhile insisted that his advanc-
ing years had not diminished his enthusiasm or

energy for boxing. “At age 40, I feel like I’m 29,”
he said. “This is fun. I’m enjoying it. I’m excited
to go back to the Philippines and go straight
back to the gym.” — AFP

Thurman says ready to ‘crucify’ 
Pacquiao for welterweight supremacy

IOC eyes ten new 
board members but 
omits Coe, Infantino
LAUSANNE, Switzerland: The International Olympic Commit-
tee on Wednesday announced 10 fresh candidates for its exec-
utive board, a list that omits athletics supremo Sebastian Coe
and FIFA head Gianni Infantino. The IOC Elections Committee’s
nominees to become new members of the IOC’s governing body
in June include Spyros Capralos, President of the Greek
Olympic Committee. In 2012, he received a warning for his in-
volvement in ticketing at the London 2012 Games. “It was seven
years ago,” IOC President Thomas Bach told reporters.

The commission, chaired by Princess Anne, ruled that Capra-
los had served his sentence and that a warning should not mean
permanent exclusion. “IOC Members are representatives of the
IOC in their respective countries, where they promote Olympism
and its values,” Bach said in a statement. “These 10 new mem-
bers proposed to the IOC Session have different backgrounds,
but they all have a great passion for and knowledge of the
Olympic and sports movement, which will help their mission and
will be beneficial for the entire Olympic Movement.”

The IOC said that neither Coe, of the International Associ-
ation of Athletics Federations (IAAF), nor Infantino were con-
sidered because it did not wish to interfere in the presidential
elections in those two bodies. At FIFA, however, Infantino is the
only candidate and will be re-elected unopposed on June 5. The
IOC has always preferred to have the major sports federations.
However, Infantino’s predecessor at FIFA, Sepp Blatter, and
Coe’s at the IAAF, Lamine Diack, were IOC members but both
still face legal problems for suspicions of corruption. For Coe,
a former Olympic champion, British Member of Parliament and
head of the 2012 London Olympics, there is also a potential
conflict of interest. — AFP

BEVERLY HILLS: Manny Pacquiao and Keith Thurman pose during a press conference before their WBA
Welterweight Championship fight at The Beverly Hills Hotel yester in Beverly Hills, California. — AFP

‘Unprepared’ Tokyo 
2020 boxing boss vows 
to put athletes first

TOKYO: The Olympic official hastily put in charge of organiz-
ing the Tokyo 2020 boxing competition admitted yesterday he
was “totally unprepared” for his appointment, but vowed he
would put athletes’ interests first. The IOC tapped Morinari
Watanabe from the Japanese Olympic Committee to run a spe-
cial taskforce to organize the Tokyo 2020 boxing competition
on Wednesday after stripping the world amateur governing
body (AIBA) of the right following misconduct allegations. The
60-year-old, currently head of the International Gymnastics
Federation, told reporters at a news conference in Tokyo that
the call had come out of the blue.

“It was two days ago at night. I was having dinner and all
of sudden, the (country code) 44 appeared on my phone. I
was wondering who it was and it was (IOC) President
(Thomas) Bach!” he said. “He told me to become chair of the
taskforce. I was happy. I was aware of the challenges and is-
sues and I knew there were athletes who are suffering and if
there are athletes suffering, it is the obligation of an IOC mem-
ber to go out and support them,” he said, talking through an
interpreter. He said he had always tried to put athletes first at
the gymnastics federation, even revealing he had asked “to
clean the bathrooms” on a recent trip, “because that’s what
the president should be doing”.

“Getting the voice of the athletes is really important... I want
to understand their concerns,” he said. After months of dancing
around each other, the IOC Wednesday delivered a knock-out
blow to AIBA, removing its right to organize the Tokyo boxing
competition but insisting that a tournament would nonetheless
take place. The IOC had frozen preparations for the boxing at
Tokyo 2020 pending a months-long investigation into alleged
serious mismanagement at the crisis-riddled association. The

details have yet to be hammered out, but the IOC has said
qualifications will take place between January and May 2020.

Watanabe said there was “no choice” but to organize the
tournament quickly despite the tight time-frame, and joked “I
might not be getting much sleep.” Asked what his strategy was,
he replied: “I was told just two days ago. This is something I
was totally unprepared for. I wasn’t expecting this.” He said he
would be flying immediately to IOC headquarters in Switzer-
land to begin work, admitting: “At this point in time, so many
things are still unclear.” “I need to conduct a thorough analysis
to build a good way forward,” he said. —AFP

TOKYO: International Olympic Committee (IOC) vice president and
chairman of the Coordination Commission for Tokyo 2020, John
Coates (R) and Tokyo 2020 president Yoshiro Mori (L) leave at the
end of their joint press conference following the three-day session
of the IOC Coordination Commission in Tokyo yesterday. —V AFP

‘This is a big fight as far as the stage against a little guy’


