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Models present creations by Stefano Ricci, an Italy’s iconic Florence-based fashion house.

View of the grand staircase of Honor at Reggia di Caserta. Models get dressed backstage prior to a preview of the Spring/Sum-
mer 2020 collection by Stefano Ricci.

Models present creations by Stefano Ricci, an Italy’s iconic Florence-
based fashion house.

the mountains, the woods, dogs and-I’m not afraid to say it-
hunting,” he said. 

The bearded designer, 67, a keen hunter himself, says his pas-
sion for high-end tailoring is “a virus”. “When it gets hold of you,
you produce more, more, more, until you say ‘what the heck can
I invent now to better this?’”. His latest challenge? “Creating a
material which has a compact structure but is at the same time
extremely soft... and luminous, not like polished glass but like the
skin of a beautiful young girl”.

‘No limits’ 
Focusing on the richest segment of society in emerging mar-

kets like Russia, China and the Middle East-the brand is about
to open a shop in Turkmenistan-has shielded it from factors
weighing on sales at other luxury houses. “We’ve found there is
no price limit if the customer finds himself with a quality prod-
uct,” Niccolo Ricci said. “So even for a suit that costs 25,000
euros, if the customer understands the work that has been done
on it, the quality of the fabric, our commitment to sourcing qual-
ity raw materials for our exclusive collections, then the customer
is on board”.

The 2018 financial year closed with a turnover of 150 million,
and the company registered a five percent growth in the first
quarter of this year “despite difficulties such as the tariffs war
between the US and China, (and) Brexit or no Brexit”. “I have
been lucky enough to do something I love, to work with my wife,
my family, and I’ve now passed the baton to my sons,” Stefano
Ricci says as he stands at the top of a vast marble staircase lead-
ing to the royal apartments. “I design the collections a bit, I give
guidelines, I participate in the process, but I’m much more re-
laxed now”. Among the highlights of his career is a white silk
vestment made for Pope Francis in 2015. “I dressed the pope! I
can’t do better than that, it’s the truth,” he laughs. “I couldn’t
hope for more”. — AFP


