
Friday, May 24, 2019L i f e s t y l e  |  C a n n e s  

Friday 21

An animated film about a hand with a life of its own has won the first major prize at the
Cannes film festival. “I Lost My Body”, a darkly comic French tale co-written by Guil-
laume Laurant, who was nominated for an Oscar for “Amelie”, picked up the top prize

late Wednesday in Critics’ Week, one of the three main competitions at Cannes. Hailed as highly
original by critics, the film by Jeremy Clapin follows a severed hand trying to find its way home.

The two other main winners at Critics’ Week were “Vivarium”, Lorcan Finnegan’s sur-
real Irish suburban nightmare story, starring Jesse Eisenberg and Imogen Poots, and Ice-
landic actor Ingvar Sigurdsson, who won the rising star award for “A White, White Day”,
which was set in his homeland. The festival’s top prize, the Palme d’Or, will be awarded
tomorrow evening. — AFP

We don’t need advanced technology, Mother Nature has
seaweeds and shellfish which sequester five times more
carbon than land-based plants,” said Bren Smith,

winching a glistening haul of glossy brown kelp out of the sea. A
fisherman turned “steward of the sea” who runs a restorative
ocean farm growing seaweed and farming shellfish, Smith is one
of dozens of characters who appear in “Ice on Fire”, an eye-open-
ing environmental documentary at Cannes film festival. 

Produced by Hollywood star Leonardo DiCaprio and directed
by Leila Conners, who worked together on 2007 climate docu-
mentary “The 11th Hour”, the film offers a fascinating look at the
innovations and people working to significantly reduce carbon in
the atmosphere.  Take kelp. Not only does it soak up five times
more carbon than plants on land, it is one of the fastest growing
plants on earth and can be widely used for everything from food
to fertilizer and even animal feed. “If you provide a seaweed diet
to cows, you get a 90 percent reduction in methane output,” said
Smith, in what could play a key role in reducing the huge quanti-
ties of methane produced by livestock, a greenhouse gas that is

25 times more potent than CO2. 
For Conners, it was learning about the properties of kelp and

other innovations that provided the biggest surprise in putting to-
gether the film.  “If you plant kelp in nine percent of global waters,
you can reduce global emissions by 50 per cent,” she told re-

porters in Cannes, flagging other innovations like the development
of biochar (charcoal produced from plant matter) and a Swiss-
made direct air capture machine.  “And that’s completely doable.”

‘There are solutions’ 
Even though warnings about climate catastrophe grow ever

louder, the film argues, the world is still spending hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars every year to subsidize the very fossil fuels that
are causing the planet to overheat. “Excess carbon creates cli-
matic disruption, it changes the weather patterns and life support
systems that society relies on to survive,” said the voiceover by
DiCaprio, long an environmental activist. 

But the film goes beyond the current narrative.  “Climate
change can be reversed if we act now,” DiCaprio said.  There are
two ways of doing that: either stopping greenhouse gases enter-
ing the atmosphere, or bringing CO2 levels back down through
photosynthesis, by which carbon is extracted from the air and put
it back into the earth in a process known as “drawdown”. And “Ice
on Fire” focuses on the latter.  “How we get out of this is by very
practical action,” said Conners.  “We went to people who were
practically solving this rather than just talking about it,” the Amer-
ican director added.

In California, enormous redwood trees, which absorb more car-
bon than any trees on Earth, play a key role in a reforestation proj-
ect that also creates biochar, a form of charcoal that can store CO2
for long periods, enhancing soil quality and helping it retain water,
in a major boost for agriculture. And a small Swiss company has
developed a “direct air capture” machine which extracts carbon
dioxide from the air which can then be re-used as energy.  —AFP

US actor Leonardo DiCaprio (right) and US director Leila Con-
ners pose as they arrive for the screening of the film “Ice on
Fire” at the 72nd edition of the Cannes Film Festival in
Cannes, southern France. — AFP photos

Cannes Guests 

Canadian model Winnie Harlow poses as she
arrives for the screening of the film “Oh
Mercy! (Roubaix, une Lumiere)” at the 72nd
edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes.

Russian model Natasha Poly poses as she arrives for the screening of the
film “Oh Mercy ! (Roubaix, une Lumiere)” at the 72nd edition of the
Cannes Film Festival in Cannes.

A guests arrives
for the screening
of the film “Oh
Mercy ! (Roubaix,
une Lumiere)” at
the 72nd edition
of the Cannes
Film Festival in
Cannes.

German model
Lorena Rae poses
as she arrives for
the screening of
the film “Oh Mercy
! (Roubaix, une Lu-
miere)” at the
72nd edition of the
Cannes Film Festi-
val in Cannes.

Brazilian model Fernanda Liz poses as she arrives for the screening of the film “Oh Mercy
! (Roubaix, une Lumiere)” at the 72nd edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes.


