
WASHINGTON: Donald Trump erupted in fury
Wednesday at unrelenting probes into his links to
Russia, as the top Democrat in Congress accused
the president of a “cover-up” that could be an im-
peachable offense. A livid Trump abruptly shut
down a White House meeting with Democratic
leaders Nancy Pelosi and Chuck Schumer, an-
nouncing he could not deal with them on policy
until “phony investigations” are brought to a
close. The clash marked a dramatic escalation in
Trump’s war of words
with congressional op-
ponents seeking to bring
him to account for what
they say is presidential
wrongdoing.

Trump’s ire was
seemingly triggered by
House Speaker Pelosi,
his nemesis in Congress,
who declared following
an emergency meeting
with lawmakers earlier Wednesday: “We believe
that the president of the United States is engaged
in a cover-up.” “I don’t do cover-ups,” Trump shot
back at a hastily arranged Rose Garden press
event moments after the aborted White House
talks. “So get these phony investigations over
with,” Trump said - warning a failure to do so
would spell gridlock on issues like fixing the
country’s infrastructure, on which the two sides
had hoped for a breakthrough Wednesday.

“You can’t investigate and legislate simultane-
ously,” he added. “It just doesn’t work that way.”
A two-year investigation by special counsel
Robert Mueller into Russia’s interference in the
2016 US election concluded there was no hard
evidence Trump’s campaign colluded with
Moscow. But the prosecutor said he could not
rule clearly on whether Trump obstructed justice,
leaving it to the Trump-appointed attorney gen-
eral, Bill Barr, to declare there was no obstruction.

‘Impeachable offense’
The Democrats’ deci-

sion to pursue the grey
areas of the investigation
- and their open discus-
sion of whether to pursue
the politically perilous
process of impeachment -
has enraged Trump.
“PRESIDENTIAL HA-
RASSMENT!” he

tweeted Wednesday, as he stepped up his attacks
on the probes. Any pretense of cooperation on
policy evaporated as Trump and Pelosi locked
horns, with the impeachment issue inching toward
center stage in Washington. 

Trump was visibly angry when he arrived at
the meeting with Pelosi and Schumer, according
to people familiar with what transpired. The pres-
ident did not shake hands or sit down, and ac-
cused Pelosi of saying something “terrible.”

Republican leaders sought to pin the blame on
Democrats. “Their obsession with impeaching this
president is paralyzing any progress we could be
making,” House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy
said on Twitter. Speaking after she left the White
House, Pelosi doubled down, charging that Trump
could have committed an impeachable offense by
publicly refusing to comply with congressional
subpoenas connected to Mueller’s probe. 

She likened it to the “cover-up” that brought
down former president Richard Nixon in the Wa-

tergate crisis. “The fact is, in plain sight, in the
public domain, this president is obstructing jus-
tice and he’s engaged in a cover-up,” she told a
Washington conference. “And that could be an
impeachable offense.” In a letter to the Demo-
cratic Caucus Pelosi wrote that Trump threw a
“temper tantrum” - something the president de-
nied. “This is not true,” Trump tweeted late
Wednesday. “I was purposely very polite and
calm, much as I was minutes later with the press
in the Rose Garden.” — AFP 
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This combination of pictures created shows US Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and US President
Donald Trump in Washington, DC. Donald Trump erupted in fury May 22, 2019, at unrelenting probes
into his links to Russia, as the top Democrat in Congress accused the president of a ‘cover-up’ that
could be an impeachable offense. — AFP 
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Trump walks out on Democrats 
as impeachment talk heats up

Cyberattack: NATO 
warns Russia of ‘full 
range’ of responses 
LONDON: The head of NATO told Russia and other potential foes
yesterday that the Western military alliance was ready to use all
means at its disposal to respond to cyber attacks. Jens Stoltenberg’s
warning came with the bloc’s members on alert for interference in
European Parliament elections that kicked off in Britain and the
Netherlands yesterday. Western allies accuse Russia of trying to sway
the outcome of the 2016 US presidential vote and using cyber tech-
nology to cripple the infrastructure of rival Ukraine - charges
Moscow flatly denies.

“For deterrence to have full effect, potential attackers must know
we are not limited to respond in cyber space when we are attacked
in cyber space,” Stoltenberg said during a joint press appearance in
London with UK Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt. “We can and will
use the full range of capabilities at our disposal.”

Hunt said that Britain’s National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC)
has shared details of malicious Russian activity with 16 of the 29
NATO members over the past 18 months.

He accused Russian “proxies” in 2014 of trying to tamper with the
voting system and delaying the final results of a presidential election
in Ukraine that followed the ouster of a Moscow-backed leader. “In
the cyber age, authoritarian states possess ways of undermining free
societies that dictators of earlier times would have envied,” Hunt said.
“Recent events demonstrate that our adversaries regard democratic
elections as a key vulnerability of an open society.” — AFP 

Down and out in 
Paris: Homeless 
women find refuge 
in grandeur
PARIS: Marie-Claire may not have an address but she owns a
red letter box made of papier mache, which reminds her of the
“home I’ll have one day”. Along with about 120 homeless
women, she has taken shelter in Paris’ palatial city hall where
she gets hot meals and a bed, housing and healthcare guidance,
along with arts therapy. 

“When I leave here I will have a home ... big or small it
doesn’t matter, as long as my kids can join me,” said the mother
of two, slouching in a wheelchair against a wall of bright draw-
ings. France, like most European countries, has seen a rise in
homelessness in the past decade, fuelled by fallout from the
global financial crisis and an influx of migrants from Africa and
the Middle East.

Paris alone has more than 3,600 homeless people - 12% of
them female - according to official estimates, an increase of
about 20% since 2018. In October, it announced plans to house
some of the city’s homeless in its sumptuous city hall, built in
chateau style with turrets, gilded ballrooms, ornate stonework
and statues. Only women were admitted under the mayoral ini-
tiative, part of a broader scheme to get people off the streets
over winter.

Homelessness is worse for women, many of whom hide in
parking lots and waiting rooms to escape a daily diet of harass-

ment and violence, said Francoise Khenfer of the Samusocial de
Paris, a government-funded charity that runs emergency serv-
ices for the homeless. She runs one of the city’s four emergency
shelters for homeless women - hers alone, though, is situated in
a landmark building, famed for its opulent Renaissance style and
its historic associations in a prime downtown location.

Opened at the end of 2018, the city hall shelter is the size of
three tennis courts and the women live, sleep and eat in two
grand salons on the western flank, with the rest of the building
given over to office work and official events. It provides shelter
to some 50 women by night and another 75 during the day, giv-
ing them a visibility they had lacked and referring them to the
health and social workers they need.

“It’s symbolic to have this refuge in such a grand venue,”
said Khenfer, framed by the marble pillars of the entrance and
fringed by palm tree plants. “It’s telling homeless women: we
see you, we haven’t forgotten about you.” In the past decade,
the number of women requesting emergency shelter in France
has risen by two-thirds, said Samuel Coppens, spokesman for
the Fondation de l’Armee du Salut, the French chapter of the
Salvation Army charity.

Although homeless women are nothing new, many cities are
poorly equipped to support them and only offer mixed-sex
shelters where violence and theft are rife, said Khenfer.
“Ninety-nine percent of women here have suffered violence -
whether at the hands of their husband or of smugglers,” she ex-
plained, in reference to rampant people smuggling into Europe.

But very few of them will go on to press charges, she said.
“They’re either terrified of the repercussions, or have no way
of tracking down their assailant.” Add to that the “invisibility
techniques” used by many homeless women to protect
themselves and their children and it becomes “extremely dif-
ficult” to provide adequate health and social support, said
Coppens. — Reuters


