
KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received on
Wednesday Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdel
Mahdi who arrived in the country on an official
brief visit. Attendees of the audience included
HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
and a number of Iraqi officials accompanying
the premier in his mission in the country.

The Kuwaiti and Iraqi sides held cordial
conversations in a brotherly atmosphere, ad-
dressing means for boosting cooperation in
various spheres and beefing up Iraq’s security
and stability. The conversations also touched
on efforts to achieve Iraq’s territorial unity and
sanctity, boosting efforts against terrorism, is-
sues of common interest and diverse regional
and international affairs. 

Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah and Iraqi Minister of Oil
Thamer Al-Ghadban presided over senior-
level talks on a range of bilateral issues and
ways to boost cooperation in various fields.
The meeting gathered, from the Kuwaiti side,
Minister of Finance Nayef Al-Hajraf, Minister
of Information and Minister of State for Youth

Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri, Minister of Com-
merce and Industry Khaled Al-Roudhan, Min-
ister of State for Economic Affairs Maryam
Al-Aqeel, Minister of Oil and Minister of Elec-
tricity and Water Khaled Al-Fadhel, Deputy
Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah, President
of the National Guard Sheikh Thamer Ali Al-
Sabah, Director General of Kuwait Fund for
Arab Economic Development (KFAED) Abdul-
Wahab Al-Badr, and assistants to the foreign
minister Fahd Al-Awadhi and Ayham Al-Omar,
as well as other officials.

Jarallah said Abdel Mahdi’s visit to Kuwait
was “fruitful and positive”, presenting an op-
portunity to exchange viewpoints and discuss
relations. During the visit, the prime minister
and his delegation met their Kuwaiti counter-
parts and discussed bilateral relations and is-
sues of mutual importance, Jarallah said. At a
ministerial committee meeting, attending offi-
cials also adopted a “clear-cut” plan ahead of
putting an end to crucial pending matters be-
tween the neighboring countries, he revealed.

The two sides also agreed to boost cooper-
ation on all spectrums, and Jarallah said they
were on the “right path” towards achieving
their mutual interests amid “difficult situations”
in the region. — KUNA 
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News in brief
Fees waived for heart attacks

KUWAIT: Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel
Al-Sabah has waived medical fees for cardiac
catheterization for non-Kuwaitis suffering
from myocardial infarction admitted to public
hospitals urgently. The cases will be reviewed
according to a form submitted and approved
by the treating doctor, their unit and its direc-
tor, according to the decision. — KUNA

Tests for some expat workers

KUWAIT:  The PR and media manager at the
manpower authority Aseel Al-Mezyad said the
authority started subjecting expats in some jobs
such as teaching people with special needs to
professional tests as a condition for renewing
their residency visas. Mezyad said the aim of this
project is to develop new methods to examine
the professional efficiency of expats working in
around 20 professions. She added the practical
and theoretical tests will allow more for Kuwaitis
to work in the private sector and provide highly-
skilled workers. — A Saleh

Rajaan case recorded on video

KUWAIT: The criminal court yesterday ad-
journed a case filed against the former director
of the social security authority Fahd Al-Rajaan
over accusations of embezzling $100 million of
the authority’s funds. The court will pass its final
sentence on June 27. Notably, for the first time
in the history of Kuwait’s judiciary, Judge
Ahmed Al-Meqled allowed recording the hear-
ing of the case on video.  — Meshaal Al-Enezi

Amir hosts visiting Iraqi PM
Ministers co-chair high-level talks • Visit ‘fruitful and positive’

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah holds an iftar banquet in honor of Iraqi
Premier Adel Abdel Mahdi on Wednesday. — KUNA 

Kuwaiti envoy receives
prestigious Japanese honor 
TOKYO: Former Kuwaiti Ambassador to Japan
Abdurrahman Al-Otaibi was conferred a pres-
tigious honor by the Japanese government yes-
terday for his significant contributions in
boosting relations between the two countries.
In an award ceremony at the Imperial Palace in
Tokyo, Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
presented the ‘Order of the Rising Sun, Gold
and Silver Star’ to Otaibi, who was also greeted
by Emperor Naruhito.

Otaibi, who is currently Ambassador to the
Netherlands, was the head of the Kuwaiti mis-
sion in Japan from 2007 to 2018. During his 11-
year tenure, Otaibi had “contributed to
strengthening bilateral relations and promoting
friendship between Japan and Kuwait,” the Japanese government said. Otaibi also
served as a driving force for Kuwait’s efforts to help Japan in the wake of the mag-
nitude-9.0 earthquake that struck the country in 2011.

“I am really honored to receive this decoration from the Japanese government
today, and I deeply appreciate their decision,” Otaibi told Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA) after the award ceremony. “Today’s honor is reflecting good relations
between the two countries and people. This decoration is not for me, but for our
Kuwaiti leadership of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah and His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, our people and our government for efforts have been done, particularly
what Kuwait did for our dear friends in Japan after the 2011 earthquake-tsunami
disaster,” the senior diplomat said.

“Prime Minister Mr Abe talked about the roles achieved during my 11-year
tenure here during the ceremony. His Majesty Emperor Naruhito also delivered
a message referring to the roles have been made by all the participants at the
ceremony today, which we appreciated,” Al-Otaibi said, while wishing the Em-
peror happiness and prosperity in his Reiwa Era. The Order of the Rising Sun,
Gold and Silver Star is one of the highest orders that the Japanese government
bestows on foreigners. Established in 1875, the Order is Japan’s first national
decoration. — KUNA 
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Dallal slams ‘weak’ 
preparations amid 
regional tensions
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: MP Mohammad
Al-Dallal yesterday criti-
cized “weak preparations” in
the face of escalating re-
gional tensions. He said there
are no air raid shelters, but
only centers people can re-
sort to in case of natural dis-
asters. He said these can
shelter only 50,000 people
although Kuwait’s popula-
tion is 4 million.

“We have noticed prepa-
rations are weak, particularly
by the civil defense, and we
have questions about this, which prompted us to designate two
hours to discuss developments,” he said. “We were surprised
by the lack of proper shelters - what we have now are just
hideouts that do not protect. Why don’t we have shelters of
world-class standards? Where is the evidence that we are
dealing with the crisis? This is not to scare people; rather it is
for the sake of transparency and keenness for the country,” he
said. “We seek the strengthening of national unity, and hope
the crisis ends. But we are in an unenviable geographical loca-
tion and crises may reoccur,” Dallal said, adding, “we did not
learn from the Iraqi invasion and the events that followed.”

On another subject, Dallal said the implementation of the dis-
abled law must be monitored and should be applied correctly
by state ministries, especially those of health and education, re-
minding he has been demanding this for the past four months.

Mohammad Al-Dallal


