
NEW YORK: Kuwait reiterates that there will be
no peace in the Middle East under the Israeli oc-
cupation’s efforts to continue its illegal expansion
over Palestinian lands, said a senior Kuwaiti diplo-
mat late Wednesday. In a speech to the UNSC
session the Middle East’s situation, Kuwaiti Per-
manent Representative to the UN headquarters
in New York Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi af-
firmed that the expansion of illegal settlements
was the biggest obstacle in achieving a compre-
hensive and just peace in the region.

On May 9, Kuwait chaired with Indonesia and
South Africa the Arria-Formula Meeting on Is-
raeli-settlements and settlers: Core of the occu-
pation, protection crisis and obstruction of peace,
said Otaibi, who condemned all settlement expan-
sion activities and violence against Palestinians
which seriously hinder any chances for peace. He
added that the international community should
have an active role in ending Israeli injustice
against the Palestinians and continuous degrada-
tion of holy sites chiefly the Al-Aqsa Mosque in
Jerusalem.

Otaibi reminded the gathering that they were
meeting a year or so after the massacre commit-
ted against the innocent Palestinians in the Gaza
Strip on May 14, 2018, leaving some 60 people,

including children, dead while 2,000 suffered
some serious injuries. Reports regarding atroci-
ties against innocent Palestinians should be thor-
oughly investigated by members of the UN to
prevent any further crimes committed by the oc-
cupying force Israel, indicated Otaibi, who called
on the UNSC to force Israelis to follow all human-
itarian laws namely the 1949 Geneva Conventions.

He noted that peace should be based on a solid
desire to end the conflict, pointing out that the Arab
World had reiterated its stance on the issue of just
peace in the March 31 Summit held in Tunisia.
While Israel continues to make life miserable by
taking unilateral decisions, Palestinians have barely
the means to run a government especially with
weak financial capabilities and resources, said
Otaibi who accused the Israelis of disrespecting
the Oslo Accords, which reflected their truce dis-
regard of any chances for peace in the region.

Otaibi affirmed that Arab nations refused Is-
rael’s attempts to impose its unlawful version of
the peace process, adding that the Arabs have an
unequivocal stance in support of the Palestinian
cause. The Kuwaiti diplomat also shed light on the
financial difficulties faced by the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
in the Near East (UNRWA), stressing that the im-

portant role played by the agency in support of
the Palestinians.

Despite Israeli meddling and efforts attempt-
ing at shutting down UNRWA, Kuwait continues
to be a strong backer of the agency’s efforts to
support Palestinians, said Otaibi, adding that his
country donated a sum of $113 million in the last
four years and will continue to provide its assis-
tance. Stopping all sorts of encouragements by
some parties towards the Israeli oppression and

focusing on a comprehensive and just peace plan
based on international conventions and laws will
put an end to the long conflict in the Middle East,
affirmed Otaibi.

He mentioned that the last Arab European
summit held in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt, had
called for a peace process based on the 1967
borders and including the issue of east
Jerusalem, the proposed capital for the future
Palestinian independent state. — AFP  
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No peace under expansion of 
Israeli occupation: Kuwait 

NEW YORK: Kuwaiti Permanent Representative to the UN Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi. — KUNA

Otaibi: Peace should be based on solid desire to end conflict

Kuwait welcomes 
Somali govt efforts to
achieve stability
NEW YORK: Kuwait wel-
comed the development in the
performance of the Federal Gov-
ernment of Somalia (FGS) and its
efforts to achieve stability de-
spite the challenges.

The remarks were made by
Advisor Nawaf Al-Ahmad during
the United Nations Security
Council’s (UNSC) session on So-
malia late Wednesday. Ahmad
noted that FGS is accelerating
the execution of its transitional
plan and road map to create po-
litical reforms. The main topic on
the government’s agenda is com-
pleting the revision of the constitution by year’s end, he added. The
advisor affirmed that FGS is also tasked with setting the rules for
elections during the current parliament term.

Meanwhile, Ahmad said that Al-Shabaab militants are the main
threat to Somalia’s security, noting that the group launched 77 at-
tacks with explosives in March alone. The militants have targeted
vital bodies in 2019 including a UN complex in Mogadishu airport,
hotels and the ministry of public works where the deputy minister
was killed in the attack, said Ahmad.

As for the economic situation in the country, the Kuwaiti of-
ficial hailed the progress in the field as FGS is investing in local
resources to increase its income.

Moreover, he spoke of the deteriorating humanitarian con-
ditions in the country in the light of the ongoing violence. Al-
Ahmad noted that third of Somalis are in need of aid and
protection, as well as 4.9 million people suffering lack of food,
while there are 2.6 million homeless people. — KUNA  

Q8 adds 75
stations to 
its Belgian 
network
BRUSSELS: Kuwait Petroleum Interna-
tional, known by its trademark Q8, an-
nounced yesterday that it is investing
heavily in its Belgian network following the
acquisition of 75 service stations from U
Car Services and VP Oil, both part of the
Uhoda Group. There will soon be 540 sta-
tions in the Q8 network - a 15 percent in-
crease. This allows Q8 to further
strengthen its position and optimize its na-
tional coverage, said Q8 in a press release
here. The newly acquired stations are
mainly situated in Liege and Limburg
provinces in eastern Belgium.

In Limburg, Q8 was less present than in
other parts of the country until now.
“Thanks to this acquisition, we have opti-
mized the geographical spread of our offer.
So these 75 extra stations are perfectly
complementing our existing network,
which is now expanding by one sixth,” said
Fadel Al-Faraj, Managing Director of
Kuwait Petroleum International (KPI)
Northwest Europe. “This significantly
larger network is part of our strategy of
stronger customer focus, more mobility
products and services. We are proud that
we are strengthening our position as one
of the top players in Belgium,” he noted.

In total, Q8 will have 540 stations in
Belgium after the acquisition; 325 stations
are manned, 215 stations are unmanned,
126 stations with Shop and Go and 122 sta-
tions with Panos stores. On his part, Azzam
Al-Muttawa, Executive Vice President
Marketing, KPI said “I’m very proud of
this tremendous achievement. The acqui-
sition of 75 stations in Belgium by our col-
leagues from Q8 Northwest Europe is the
largest in 15 years. “It is the result of splen-
did cross-departmental teamwork. This is
the way forward in the 2040 strategy; to
anchor and strengthen our presence in Eu-
rope,” he stressed.

Some 65 of the 75 stations are cur-
rently operating under different brand

names. Over time, most will undergo a
rebranding consistent with the Q8 house
style. This acquisition is subject to sev-
eral conditions precedent, including the
agreement of the Belgian Competition
Authority, which is expected in the com-
ing months, noted the Q8 press release.
Q8’s future strategy aims at maximum
customer connection. The acquisition is
part of that strategy. “A larger network
literally allows us to be closer to our
customers and to achieve our steep am-
bitions in terms of customer focus, link-
ing up with our Delhaize Shop & Go’s,
the Panos and Nespresso offer and our
brand new Q8 smiles program,” Faraj
pointed out. — KUNA 
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