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Raptors earn pivotal double-OT win 
TORONTO: The Toronto Raptors knew they needed
to play tougher than they had in losing the first two
games to the Milwaukee Bucks in the Eastern
Conference finals. They played tough and they played
long as well, needing two overtimes to outlast the
Bucks 118-112 Sunday night with Kawhi Leonard lead-
ing all scorers with 36 points.

The Bucks lead the best-of-seven series 2-1 with
Game 4 today in Toronto. Raptors coach Nick Nurse
said that he was also considering changes to his lineup,
although he went with the same starting lineup he had
been using.

“I said lineup changes, I didn’t say starting lineup
changes,” Nurse said. “We played a lot of different line-
ups tonight, and we changed at least three if not four of
the matchups to start the game. Some of those changes
were pretty good to us, but again I thought we just
played a lot tougher, man. We were up guarding, we
were physical, we were ready to play.”

Leonard had eight points in the second overtime on
3-for-3 shooting from the field and making both free

throws. But Nurse said the difference was his defense.
“His defense was probably the biggest key of the
game,” Nurse said. “He made some huge plays with
some steals and ripaways and breakaways.”

The Raptors defense was good enough to hold
Giannis Antetokounmpo to 12 points before he fouled
out in the second overtime with 4:24 remaining, but
he did grab 23 rebounds. “They were double-teaming
him a lot, a lot of bodies on him,” Bucks coach Mike
Budenholzer said. “He’s sharing the ball. He’s making
the right read, making the pass. But we’ve probably
got to shoot it a little bit better, we’ve got to drive a
little bit better.”

The Bucks shot 37.3 percent from the field while the
Raptors shot 39.2 percent. “Obviously, they changed
their matchup,” Antetokounmpo said. “I tried not to
think about it too much. Every time I tried to make a
play, I saw that they were showing bodies, they were
sending a second guy in there.”

Pascal Siakam added 25 points and 11 rebounds for
Toronto and Marc Gasol had 16 points, 12 rebounds,

seven assists and five blocked shots. Gasol had blamed
his own performance for the Raptors’ poor Game 2. He
said his performance made him “feel sick for 48 hours.”

Toronto’s Kyle Lowry had 11 points before fouling
out in the fourth quarter. Norman Powell had 19 points
off the bench before fouling out late in the fourth.
George Hill had 24 points for Milwaukee. Malcolm
Brogdon had 20 points, Brook Lopez added 16, Eric
Bledsoe tallied 11, and Nikola Mirotic 10.

“I think all of us have a bigger role to play and more
to do,” Brogdon said. The Raptors led by as many as 11
points but had only a two-point advantage entering the
fourth quarter.

Toronto moved out to an eight-point lead when
Leonard made a 3-pointer with 9:05 to play, but Hill’s
hook shot tied the game at 88 with 4:11 to play.
Leonard’s 16-footer put Toronto into a 93-91 lead,
which grew to three when Siakam made one of two free
throws with 1:41 remaining and five when Leonard
made two free throws with 1:13 left.

Brogdon’s reverse layup had the Bucks back to with-

in two with 38.7 seconds to go. After a Bucks miss,
Siakam missed two free throws with 7.1 seconds left.
Khris Middleton’s layup tied the game with 2.2 seconds
left, forcing overtime.

“Those are shots that you practice and think about
every day,” Siakam said of the missed free throws. “At
that moment, you’re kind of mad at yourself.” Siakam’s
layup put Toronto ahead by two in the first overtime
and Leonard’s jumper made the lead four. Brogdon hit a
five-footer with 43.2 seconds to play and Hill tied the
game with two free throws with 14.5 seconds left in the
first overtime. Leonard missed a shot, forcing the sec-
ond overtime.

Leonard’s dunk after a steal had Toronto leading by
three in the second overtime. Two free throws by Lopez
trimmed the lead to one. Leonard’s steal and dunk
again had the Raptors ahead by three with 1:52 left in
the second overtime. The Raptors led by four on
Leonard’s hook with 32.4 seconds to go.

The Raptors led 30-21 after the first quarter and 58-
51 at halftime. — Reuters

TORONTO:  Eric Bledsoe #6 of the Milwaukee Bucks looks to pass the ball against the Toronto Raptors during Game Three of the Eastern Conference Finals of the 2019 NBA Playoffs at the Scotiabank Arena in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. —AFP
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Pliskova climbs to 
second in rankings, 
Williams back in top 10
PARIS: Karolina Pliskova climbed five places in the WTA
rankings yesterday to second after her Italian Open tri-
umph at the weekend, with Naomi Osaka’s world number
one spot now in the Czech’s sights.

The 27-year-old saw off Briton Johanna Konta to win
her 13th WTA title in Rome. She will be the second seed
at the French Open, which starts on Sunday, as she looks
to improve on her previous best Roland Garros perform-
ance-a semi-final run in 2017.

Osaka’s lead in the rankings remains in peril, although
reigning French Open champion Simona Halep dropped
down to third. Pliskova’s rise has seen three-time Grand
Slam winner Angelique Kerber and Petra Kvitova slip two
places and one spot respectively. Serena Williams

returned to the top 10 after playing her first match since
March in Italy, despite pulling out before her scheduled
second-round match with sister Venus.

WTA top 20
1. Naomi Osaka (JPN)          6,486 pts
2. Karolina Pliskova (CZE)     5,685 (+5)
3. Simona Halep (ROU)         5,533 (-1)
4. Kiki Bertens (NED)         5,405
5. Angelique Kerber (GER)      5,095 (-2)
6. Petra Kvitova (CZE)        5,055 (-1)
7. Sloane Stephens (USA)      4,552 (+1)
8. Ashleigh Barty (AUS)       4,430 (+1)
9. Elina Svitolina (UKR)      3,967 (-3)
10. Serena Williams (USA)      3,521 (+1)
11. Aryna Sabalenka (BLR)      3,500 (-1)
12. Anastasija Sevastova (LAT) 3,136 (+1)
13. Caroline Wozniacki (DEN)   3,063 (-1)
14. Madison Keys (USA)        2,965
15. Belinda Bencic (SUI)      2,893
16. Wang Qiang (CHN)          2,815 (+1)
17. Anett Kontaveit (EST)      2,565 (-1)

18. Julia Goerges (GER)       2,520
19. Garbine Muguruza (ESP)     2,465
20. Elise Mertens (BEL)       2,305.

Meanwhile, defending French Open champion Rafael
Nadal said Sunday he can’t wait to hit the clay courts of
Roland Garros after claiming his first title this season and
ninth Italian Open trophy. Nadal defeated world number
one Novak Djokovic 6-0, 4-6, 6-1 for a record 34rd
Masters, leaving his vanquished foe to label the Spaniard
as “the number one favourite for Roland Garros”.

“I am going to be there with time enough, as always,”
said 32-year-old Nadal, who wants to capture a 12th tro-
phy in Paris. “I’m going to repeat my normal routines. For
sure I can’t wait to be there and have the feeling, see the
stadium, watch all the new great things that Roland
Garros is doing,” the 17-time Grand Slam winner said of
the rebuilt Philippe Chatrier Centre Court. “I saw a pic-
ture. Looks great. Still open, still not closed. Is a different
stadium, but the feeling probably will not be very differ-
ent. “This year, I don’t see a big difference. The wind is
going to be the same as always. Court is still big.”

His first title this season, and particularly on his
favourite clay surface, is a huge boost for the Spaniard.
“Happy to reach that level in the last tournament before a
Grand Slam,” said Nadal. “But, as I said, for me I don’t
want to talk about Grand Slams now. I never did in the
past. Important title, now’s the moment to keep going.” 

Djokovic-winner at the Madrid Open last week-gave
an error-strewn display in his 54th meeting with second-
ranked Nadal, having spent six hours on court in his pre-
vious two matches. “For me, the most important thing is
to feel myself playing well and feel myself healthy, with
the energy that I need,” said Nadal. 

“If that happens, experience is that I am going to fight
for titles sooner or later.” The 32-year-old had not
dropped a set all week before the final taking a 6-0 set
from four his five rivals.

“During the last couple of weeks, every day and every
week have been better. And here we are finally with this
great trophy, an important victory.”

Nadal pulled out of Indian Wells with a knee injury,
and had not gotten past the semi-finals in Monte Carlo,
Barcelona and Madrid. — AFP


